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Group 21
Sustainability in MFL

1 Key Information

Names: [Group 21] Yacine, Carlotta, Alex
Subject: MFL (Spanish)
Focus group: Year 10

LO: 
Create a poster and supporting piece of 
art that highlights the main environmental 
issue in a Spanish-speaking country. 
The artefacts are to be judged by the Geography, 
Art and MFL departments. The best will have 
the chance to be presented to the whole school.

Overall idea: 
Explore Spanish-speaking countries' 
culture, society, and geography 
(decolonising the curriculum)
Conduct research in groups (collaborative 
work and practice of research skills)
Planning and creating an artefact (freedom 
in expression and practising art skills)

Main research areas
Main features on the country chosen
Main environmental issue and impact 
on the country's society/culture
Solutions the country is currently adopting
Your proposal for a solution
3 images of artwork from that country

https://padlet.com/u5508105
https://padlet.com/u5508105/group-21-k5eoay3j5n7c3skw
https://padlet.com/u5508105/group-21-k5eoay3j5n7c3skw/wish/2964818612
https://padlet.com/u5508105/group-21-k5eoay3j5n7c3skw/wish/2964818612
https://padlet.com/u5508105/group-21-k5eoay3j5n7c3skw/wish/2964588011


2 Context

3 Learning - skills, knowledge, values

A group of 30 mixed ability Year 10 pupils 
who have chosen to study Spanish at GCSE in 
a mixed academy school in an urban context.
From Y8, students explore cultural aspects behind the 
Spanish language. Often this is centred on Spain, with 
passing mention of other Spanish-speaking countries. 

For learners that come from such a variety of 
heritages (Pakistani, Bangladeshi, African, African 
Caribbean, White British) a welcoming and happy 
environment can be created by valuing the 
stories from beyond the shores of Europe. 

This project aims to enthuse students about 
the wider Spanish-speaking world and 
consider how their interactions with the 
environment affect the whole of humanity.

With regards to environmental issues, students will 
be drawing on prior knowledge of climate and 
environmental issues from primarily the Sciences 
and Geography curricula. The issues in general do 
not need to be taught, but the pupils do need to 
identify the main issue affecting their chosen country.

During KS3, all pupils will have been exposed to 
different styles of art, sculpturing, materials, etc. 
They can use this experience to guide them in their 
expression of the environmental issue in the form 
of an artefact (supported by their poster/fact file).

The poster acts as a framework to guide students in 
their research (a template can be provided, but students 
are free to adapt it). It helps them to quickly gather their 
information before moving on to their creative piece. 
The artistic aspect provides opportunities to those who 
prefer expressing their knowledge and emotions in a 
non-written format.

https://padlet.com/u5508105/group-21-k5eoay3j5n7c3skw/wish/2964821883
https://padlet.com/u5508105/group-21-k5eoay3j5n7c3skw/wish/2964821883
https://padlet.com/u5508105/group-21-k5eoay3j5n7c3skw/wish/2964588014
https://padlet.com/u5508105/group-21-k5eoay3j5n7c3skw/wish/2964588014


Learning strands: 
Knowledge: 

What is the main environmental issue 
of a chosen Spanish-speaking country.
How this environmental issue is affecting 
the country's society and culture. 
What solutions is the country implementing.
What solutions do the students 
believe would help the country.

Skills:
How to undertake online research 
on a Spanish-speaking country.
How to collect information online and choose 
relevant information to put onto a poster. 
How to create a collaborative poster and 
artwork displaying the required information.
How to present the poster/artwork 
to a group of students and teachers.

Values: 
To develop a perspective of environmental 
issues in Spanish-speaking countries.
To develop a deeper understanding 
of these environmental issues and 
to be able to evaluate them.
To be able to develop solutions for the 
environmental issues of the chosen country. 

https://padlet.com/u5508105/group-21-k5eoay3j5n7c3skw/wish/2964826400
https://padlet.com/u5508105/group-21-k5eoay3j5n7c3skw/wish/2964826400
https://padlet.com/u5508105/group-21-k5eoay3j5n7c3skw/wish/2964588021


4 Activities

Deforestation

Sequence of Learning Activities 
1. Presentation and beginning of the project:  
MFL lesson in a computing room: students 
are presented with the project and divided 
into small groups. They learn about the 
Spanish-speaking world and the cultural and 
environmental diversity that characterises it. 
In collaboration with the Geography department, 
students use the lesson to explore the Spanish-
speaking world and choose a country they are 
interested in. At the end of the lesson, it is agreed 
with students what country each group will 
research. All groups will focus on a different country. 
1 hour
2. General research: 
In collaboration with the Geography department, 
students will undertake their research on the chosen 
country with the aim of identifying the main 
environmental features and issues the country is 
currently facing. Students will have to identify 
information for the main areas of the project that they 
will then have to put into their poster/artwork. They will 
be able to use planning templates provided to guide 
their research.
1 hour
3. Planning the poster/artistic artefact: 
In collaboration with the Art department, students will 
bring the findings of their research to their art lesson 
and will plan the poster or artwork they want to produce. 
The artefact can take any shape (from posters to 
artworks) as long as it includes/represents the 4 main 
points of the research (characteristics and environmental 
issues of the researched country, schemes currently in 
place in the researched country to tackle the issue; 
solutions proposed by the students).
1 hour
4.Producing the poster/artistic artefact: 
During one of their Art lessons, all groups of 
students will engage in producing the poster/artistic 
artefact planned in the previous lesson.
1 hour
5. Presenting the project: 
Groups of students will take turns to present 
their research project to the rest of the class.

https://padlet.com/u5508105/group-21-k5eoay3j5n7c3skw/wish/2964823577
https://padlet.com/u5508105/group-21-k5eoay3j5n7c3skw/wish/2964823577
https://padlet.com/u5508105/group-21-k5eoay3j5n7c3skw/wish/2964588027
https://padlet.com/u5508105/group-21-k5eoay3j5n7c3skw/wish/2964588027


5 Pedagogy

1 hour
6. Display of projects: 
During Earth day, an art exhibition is organised in the 
school with all the projects created by students 
displayed so that everyone can see them and learn about 
a Spanish-speaking country and the different 
environmental issues around the world. During this time, 
teachers from the MFL, Geography and Art department 
will have the chance to see all the works and vote for 
their favourite one. At the end of the day, votes will be 
collected and students will be informed of the winning 
group. 
7. Sharing the winning project: 
The winning group will have the chance to present 
they work to the rest of the school during assemblies.

TOTAL 5 hours learning time.

https://padlet.com/u5508105/group-21-k5eoay3j5n7c3skw/wish/2964827089
https://padlet.com/u5508105/group-21-k5eoay3j5n7c3skw/wish/2964827089
https://padlet.com/u5508105/group-21-k5eoay3j5n7c3skw/wish/2964828328
https://padlet.com/u5508105/group-21-k5eoay3j5n7c3skw/wish/2964828328


6 Resources

Teaching through a wide variety of pedagogies 
Whole class discussion - dialogic teaching. 
The teacher and the students will have an 
initial discussion about the project, Spanish-
speaking countries and environmental issues. 
Peer to peer dialogue: students will work in 
small groups of five and will work together 
to obtain all necessary information for the 
final production and presentation. 
Research methodologies - critical pedagogy. 
Students will be guided in their research and will 
need to evaluate their findings and summarise 
them into relevant information for the project. 
Collaborative work - negotiation and 
discussion, attribution of roles so that 
time is used in an efficient manner. 
Empowering student voice - critical 
pedagogy - this project will enable 
students to do their own research and 
to present it to their teachers an peers. 
Encouraging metacognition - students will be 
able to reflect on their learning experience 
through the project and will learn skills that 
will be useful for them in their further 
education (especially GCSE and A-levels). 

Key resources needed:
PPT that MFL teacher can use to present 
the project and the Spanish-speaking world. 
Printouts of the PPT used to present the Spanish-
speaking world for students to use as reference.
Access to computer room for the research phase
Resources from Art department needed 
for the projects planned by students 
(agreed between students and Art 
department during the planning time).
Planning worksheets/templates for students 
to use as reference during the planning 
phase of the project (students can adapt and 
use these templates as they want as long as 
they include all the information required).
Collaboration with teachers from 
Geography and Art departments.

https://padlet.com/u5508105/group-21-k5eoay3j5n7c3skw/wish/2964588029
https://padlet.com/u5508105/group-21-k5eoay3j5n7c3skw/wish/2964588041
https://padlet.com/u5508105/group-21-k5eoay3j5n7c3skw/wish/2964588041


7 Learning Outcomes

Research Phase
Using or adapting a template, create a 
poster/fact file on the issue in the given country:

Main features on the country chosen
Main environmental issue and impact 
on the country's society/culture
Solutions the country is currently adopting
Your proposal for a solution
3 images of artwork from that country

Art Phase
Create a piece of art/artefact highlighting the 
main environmental issue in the given country.
Guidance in their creation:

https://padlet.com/u5508105/group-21-k5eoay3j5n7c3skw/wish/2964823341
https://padlet.com/u5508105/group-21-k5eoay3j5n7c3skw/wish/2964823341
https://padlet.com/u5508105/group-21-k5eoay3j5n7c3skw/wish/2964825862
https://padlet.com/u5508105/group-21-k5eoay3j5n7c3skw/wish/2964825862
https://padlet.com/u5508105/group-21-k5eoay3j5n7c3skw/wish/2964755748


  

Have you seen examples of the art 
produced in that country? What 
colours/patterns/shapes/imagery?
What materials can you use? Plastic 
waste/reclaimed wood/etc.?

Presentation Phase
Present to the class in groups.
Students will display their artefact and explain why 
they have made the decisions to create it in that way 
(they can follow the structure of the poster template 
or their own poster to help them with structure).

Global warming

https://padlet.com/u5508105/group-21-k5eoay3j5n7c3skw/wish/2964826991
https://padlet.com/u5508105/group-21-k5eoay3j5n7c3skw/wish/2964826991

