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My Background



Context
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UKSCN / Oxfam teachers survey

75% of teachers feel they haven’t received adequate 
training to educate students about climate change;

69% of teachers think there should be more teaching 
about climate change in UK schools

https://sustainability.nus.org.uk/our-research/our-research-reports/energy-and-climate-change/climate-education


Context
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Sustainability Skills Survey - 2021-22 by SOS

Approximately 80% universities and colleges should be obliged to 
develop students' social and environmental skills as part of the 
courses they offer

Around 80% of students want to learn sustainability skills through 
placements.

Anxiety and concern about the environment was the main reason 
students indicated for learning sustainability skills



Statistics framing the climate education
debate
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Survey- 2021

557,077- 4-17 
year olds

A better world-

39% of children 
said healthy 
environment 
and planet



UCL Survey with parents-2022
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15,000 people worldwide contributed 
to the survey, which was held online 
between May and September 2020,

Respondents were mainly young 
people, with 57 per cent under age 
35, and 35 per cent under 25

Climate change and loss of 
biodiversity is seen as the most 
pressing challenge over the decade



MY RESEARCH WITH PRIMARY PUPILS
Using images to gain insight
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HOPE



Where are we currently? (DFE, 2022)
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Vision:

the United Kingdom is the 
world-leading education 
sector in sustainability and 
climate change by 2030.

Initiatives to drive the strategy:

increasing opportunities for climate 
education and access to nature

driving opportunities to increase 
biodiversity and climate resilience

co-ordinating and leading a whole-setting 
approach to climate change and 
sustainability

Approach:

A whole system 
approach

What are the initiatives?

National Education 

Nature Parks

Climate Leaders Award

Sustainability Leadership



Majid, Reed Johnson, 
Marston, & Happle, 2022

Drawn from the work of

Thew et al., 2021



Teacher Positionality Adapted from Majid et al. (2022)
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Positionality

What is your 
positionality?

Personally

Professionally
Global citizen



Our identities- the role it plays in our 
positionality
(Gandolfi & Mills, 2022; Illeris, 2014)
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15What can you see?



Climate Justice
Adapted from Majid et al. (2022)
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Climate Justice
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Climate Justice

Click to add text



Your action starts now! Reimagining
our future, together. Adapted from Majid et al. (2022)
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Ideas to build climate and sustainability in 
your schools

Using images to start a conversation
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Witness Statement
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Click to add text



Climate Ambassadors
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Books to start a conversation
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Books to start a conversation



Books to start a conversation
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Click to add text
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Many site with detailed resources
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Connecting 
with Nature



How will you shape you 
positionality as future educators 

to build a more sustainable 
world?
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