	Review of Texts for Children
developing
comprehension and response




‘The best teachers of literature are those for whom reading is important in their own lives, and who read more than the texts they teach.’  
(From ‘Primary Teachers as Readers’) 

‘Reading…feeds pupils’ imagination and opens up a treasure-house of wonder and joy for curious young minds.’
(From National Curriculum 2013)
…Literature at the heart of English …
Name:

Early Years Group           ……
Primary  Group    

1       2     
 3
  4
   
Task (three components)
Read and review a range of children’s texts considering why they would be appropriate for the age range they are aimed at and how they could be used to support pupil progress in relation to the programmes of study for Reading-comprehension (National Curriculum 2014)

What you need to do:

1) Select two text titles for each of these phases:  
      EYFS;   Year 1&2;   Year 3&4;   Year 5&6 (a total of 8 chosen texts)
When choosing which texts to review, use the lists provided or select favorite       texts which you are confident match a specific phase.  The texts must cover a range of genres  - see guidance on p.4 for this.
2) Considering one phase at a time, complete the following aspects:

For Text 1 - write a brief review of why this text may be suitable, appealing, valuable  for sharing with pupils of the age range-what does it offer the reader? 
Your review may be a short paragraph or a list of key features.
For Text 2 – using the attached Programmes of Study (phase specific), highlight two or three statements that you feel could be addressed through your chosen text.  Outline the activities that you would incorporate into lessons in order to develop the comprehension skills that you have highlighted.  Please note this should not be a lesson plan but a clear outline and brief rationale. Aim to include some use of ICT within at least two of the four phases – these could refer to resources such as talking tin-lids, i-pads and apps, laptops, cameras or microphones.
Using either text - consider and note where cross curricular links could be made and whether the texts would be suitable for children with English as an Additional Language (EAL) – how might either text be used to support bilingual learners?
3) Complete the ‘Electronic Resource’ page at the back of this pack.

NB: You can find the phase-specific Programmes of Study (PoS) for ‘English: Reading – comprehension’ at the very end of this resource.  They are for KS1 and 2 only; for the Early Years Foundation Stage you will need to refer to the EYFS documents. Please be aware that the ‘Reading – comprehension’ makes up just one section of the PoS for English.
	Text 1: : Peace at Last                            
Author:  Jill Murphy


Published: 

Text Review:

Colourful, clear and detailed illustrations support the telling and understanding of the story

It is set in a familiar context (the home) and with familiar characters (the family)

A repeated pattern and phrase means that children will quickly be able to join in with shared reading

The inclusion of onomatopoeia may be engaging for children and again they can join in - making the sounds

The dilemmas for Father Bear are clear and enable children to see the cause and effect of events.

	Text 2 :  Mrs Wobble the Waitress   
Author:  Janet and Allan Ahlberg         Published:

PoS requirement:  

·    Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding by being encouraged to link what they read or hear read to their own experiences.  

Activity and rationale:   

 Visit a local café and then, as a class, create a ‘Classroom Café’ in the role play area.  The trip would help to ensure that all children had some experience of being in a café – the sounds, smells and events that occur.  This experience could then be developed and built upon within the role play area so that the children can begin to practise the roles of the characters and mimic the events in the story as well as add and create their own.  This would help to embed the story the language and an understanding of characters and their choices.  The teacher could pose questions so that the pupils are required to respond as the character.

· Understand both the books they can already read accurately and fluently and those they listen to by checking that the text makes sense to them as they read.
Activity and rationale:  Once the children have become familiar with the story copy out parts of whole sentences (from the text) onto sock-shaped cards.  In a shared reading activity, play a matching game where the socks have to be hung onto a washing line in pairs so that they create a sentence.  This will allow children to hear when sentences do and don’t make sense, encouraging them to listen to what they read-thinking about what the words say, focusing on sense.

	Cross curricular links:   Mrs Wobble the Waitress could be used as a stimulus in DT with food technology; design and make activities.
Peace at Last could be used in Science learning about ‘Sound’ and in Music learning about creating and following pictorial scores.

EAL:  Peace at Last could support children with EAL as the pictures and use of sound, together with the repeated phrasing would enable them to be included:

Additional notes about either text




An example:     

Task 1 and 2   Age Phase: YEAR 1 and 2

Aims of this Directed Time Task (DTT):
· to develop the habit of reading children's texts (fiction, non-fiction and poetry) in order to become familiar with a range of literature and literacy resources; 

· to extend your critical awareness of texts in relation to what they can offer the reader, both during and beyond the Literacy lesson;
· to extend your awareness of how texts can be used to support teaching and learning across the curriculum 

· to develop your familiarity with, and understanding of, the statutory requirements for ‘Reading – Comprehension’ and how you can plan towards meeting these
· to increase your awareness of the contribution to be made to literacy development by screen texts and electronic resources
Evaluation 

Your English tutor will be looking for evidence that you have understood ways of choosing and using texts, to address the following standards: 

TS 3   have a secure knowledge of the relevant subject(s) and curriculum area(s), foster and maintain pupils’ interest in the subject… promote high standards of literacy…
TS 4    promote a love of learning and children’s intellectual curiosity

Date for completion of this work
If you have completed this work early do hand it in as soon as you can.  Otherwise, ensure you submit your completed booklet to Avon Reception by: Thursday 19th October
You will be able to collect your booklet, together with your Tutor's completed feedback sheet (see final page of booklet) on your return from PP2.  
Additional Guidance for Your Review of Children's texts 

You don't have to have used any of your chosen texts in school in order to review them, though you might find that classroom use, before you came on the course, will help you to extend your understanding of a particular text and its value for children. The grids are designed so that you can add your own books to the list and use this entire booklet as a resource. 
Our lists of texts include books that represent various kinds of fiction and non-fiction, legends, myths, modern fantasy, poetry, fairy tales and  a variety of non-fiction information books e.g. an atlas, dictionary, thesaurus, biography. These represent the range of texts required in the National Curriculum. We have also included a range of formats (large, small, medium-sized, landscape and portrait) with cartoons, speech bubbles, and with different print sizes and fonts as well as the more traditional structures. If you choose your own books, try to get a similar balance across the age range.
Find the full English Programmes of Study (PoS)  including ‘Reading – Comprehension’ at: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-english-programmes-of-study/national-curriculum-in-england-english-programmes-of-study
You will find separate PoS for Year:1;  2;  3&4; and  5&6

Foundation Stage (FKS) Review any two of these texts – or any two similar books of your choice.
	Genre
	Title


	Author/Editor

	Picture books
	The Tiger Who Came for Tea
	Judith Kerr

	
	Don’t Let The Pigeon Drive the Bus
	Mo Willems

	
	Peepo!
	Allan Ahlberg

	
	Rosie’s Walk
	Pat Hutchins

	
	Lullabyhullaballoo
	Mick Inkpen

	
	The Very Hungry Caterpillar
	Eric Carle

	
	The Park in the Dark
	Martin Waddell

	
	Owl Babies
	Martin Waddell

	
	Titch (any of the ‘Titch’ series)
	Pat Hutchins

	
	Mr Gumpy’s Outing or  Who Sank The Boat?
	John Burningham

	
	Handa’s Surprise
	Eileen Browne

	
	Brown Bear, Brown Bear, what do you see?
	Bill Martin Jnr

	
	Virginia Wolf
	Kyo Maclear

	
	Monster Baby
	Sarah Dyer

	
	My Daddy Is A Silly Monkey
	Dianne Hofmeyr  

	
	Sunshine  or  Moonshine
	Jan Ormerod

	
	Naughty Bus
	Jan Oke

	
	The Gruffalo   or   Stickman 
	Julia Donaldson

	
	QUIET! (pub 2017)
	Kate Alizadeh

	Non Fiction
	Alfie’s Alphabet
	Shirley Hughes

	
	African Animals ABC
	Philippa-Alys Browne

	
	The Baby’s Catalogue
	Janet & Allan Ahlberg

	
	Snails
	Jens Olesen

	
	Guess Who My Mummy Is
	Anni Axworthy

	
	Jasper’s Beanstalk
	Nick Butterworth & M Inkpen

	
	Have you ever picked a dandelion?
	Hannah Roche

	
	The Tiny Seed
	Eric Carle

	
	I Love Guinea Pigs
	Dick King-Smith

	
	Take a walk on a rainbow
	Miriam Moss

	Nursery Rhymes
	Nursery Rhymes
	Quentin Blake

	
	Ten in the Bed
	Penny Dale

	
	Skip Across the Ocean: Nursery rhymes from around the world
	Floella Benjamin

	
	Five Little Ducks
	Ian Beck

	
	
	

	Modern Rhymes & Poetry
	Each Peach Pear Plum
	Janet & Allan Ahlberg

	
	Twinkle Twinkle Chocolate Bar
	John Foster

	
	Poems for the very young
	Michael Rosen

	
	Dinosaur Roar!
	Paul and Henrietta Stickland

	
	Tanka Tanka Skunk
	Steve Webb 

	Chants
	We’re Going On A Bear Hunt
	Michael Rosen

	
	Chanting Rhymes
	John Foster

	
	A Summery Saturday Morning


	Margaret Mahy


Year 1 and Year 2 Review any two of these texts – or any two similar books of your choice.

	Genre
	Title
	Author/Editor

	Picture books
	The Jolly Postman (or Meerkat Mail by Emily Gravett)
	Janet & Allan Ahlberg

	
	Where the Wild Things Are
	Maurice Sendak

	
	Burglar Bill    or    Cops and Robbers
	Janet & Allan Ahlberg

	
	Mrs Wobble the Waitress (indeed, any of the Happy Families series)
	Janet & Allan Ahlberg

	
	Come Away From The Water Shirley
	John Burningham

	
	Tiny Little Fly
	Michael Rosen

	
	Alfie Gets in First  (or any of the Alfie stories)
	Shirley Hughes

	
	Peace at Last   or   Five Minutes’ Peace
	Jill Murphy

	
	The Rabbit Problem
	Emily Gravett

	
	Noisy Nora
	Rosemary Wells

	
	The Park in the Dark
	Martin Waddell

	
	Jim and the Beanstalk
	Raymond Briggs

	
	The Orchard Book of Fairy Tales
	Rose Impey

	
	A Balloon for Grandad
	Nigel Gray

	
	The Tunnel 
	Anthony Browne

	
	Angry Arthur or  Once Upon An Ordinary School Day
	Hiawyn Oram

	
	Amazing Grace
	Mary Hoffman

	
	Hot Hippo
	Mwenye Hadithi

	
	Indigo and Moonlight Gold
	Jan Spivey Gilchrist

	
	The Adventures of the Dish and the Spoon
	Mini Grey

	
	The Lion and the Mouse (beautiful wordless text)
	Jerry Pinkney

	 Stories
	Stranger Danger 
	Anne Fine

	
	Windhover
	Alan Brown

	
	Dinner ladies don’t count
	Bernard Ashley

	
	The Hunter
	Paul Geraghty

	
	My Name is not Refugeee (pub 2017))
	Kate Milner

	Non Fiction
	Oscar and The Moth (any of the ‘Oscar’ series)
	Geoff Waring

	
	Caterpillar, Caterpillar (Read & Wonder series)
	Charlotte Voake

	
	Dinosaur
	Meredith Hooper

	
	Houses and Homes (Around the World series)
	Ann Morris

	
	A Ruined House (Read & Wonder series)
	Mick Manning

	
	This Bowl Of Earth
	Jan Mark

	
	What’s Cooking?
	Christine Butterworth

	
	How to look after your hamster
	Colin and Jacqui Hawkins

	Poetry/ rhymes
	Laughter is an egg
	John Agard

	
	Mango Spice: 44 Caribbean Songs
	Yvonne Conolly

	
	All join in
	Quentin Blake

	
	Noisy Poems
	Jill Bennett

	
	People Poems
	Jill Bennett

	
	Poems about Space
	Brian Moses (ed)

	
	Rumble in the Jungle
	Giles Andreae

	
	Bringing the rain to Kapiti Plain
	Verna Aardema

	
	17 Kings and 42 Elephants
	Margaret Mahy

	
	Give yourself a hug
	Grace Nichols


Year 3 and Year 4 Review any two of these texts – or any two similar books of your choice.

	Genre
	Title
	Author/Editor

	Picture Books
	The Whales’ Song
	Diane Sheldon

	
	The Piggy Book 
	Anthony Browne

	
	The Day of Ahmed’s Secret
	Florence Parry Heide

	
	John Brown, Rose and the Midnight Cat
	Jenny Wagner

	
	When Jessie came across the Sea
	Amy Hest 

	
	The Patchwork Quilt
	Valerie Flourney

	
	The Widow’s Broom
	Chris Van Allsberg

	
	The Wreck of the Zanzibar
	Michael Morpurgo

	
	The Paperbag Prince
	Colin Thompson

	
	Dear Miss
	Amy Husband

	Extended stories
	Julian’s Glorious Summer
	Ann Cameron

	
	Under the Hawthorn Tree
	Marita Conlon-McKenna

	
	The Cat Who Liked Rain
	Henning Mankell

	
	West Indian Folk Tales
	Philip M Sherlock

	
	The Hodgeheg
	Dick King-Smith

	
	Bill’s New Frock
	Anne Fine

	
	The Enchanted Horse
	Magdalen Nabb

	
	The Worst Witch
	Jill Murphy

	
	Grandpa Chatterji 
	Jamila Gavin

	
	The Magic Finger
	Roald Dahl

	
	The Iron Man
	Ted Hughes

	
	Charlotte’s Web
	E. B. White

	
	The Boy, The Bird & The Coffin Maker
	Matilda Woods

	Non Fiction
	Think of An Eel (Read & Wonder series)
	Karen Wallace

	
	Art Attack
	Neil Buchanan

	
	The Mushroom Hunt
	Simon Frazer

	
	Walk with a Wolf
	Janni Howker

	
	Wild, wet and windy
	Claire Llewellyn

	
	The Weatherbirds
	Ted Dewan

	
	The Egyptian Echo
	Paul Dowswell

	
	I Is For India
	Steve Brace

	
	Desert (Eyewitness series)
	Miranda Macquitty

	
	Bullies and Gangs
	Julie Johnson

	
	Window
	Jeannie Baker

	
	Big Blue Whale
	Nicola Davies

	
	The Pond (bereavement – pub 2017)
	Nicola Davies

	Poetry
	Poetry Jump Up
	Compiled by Grace Nichols

	
	A Year Full Of Poems
	Michael Harrison

	
	Crack Another Yolk
	John Foster

	
	Moving
	Michael Rosen

	
	Why is the sky?
	John Agard

	
	Slinky Malinki  (any of this series)
	Lynley Dodd

	
	Prowlpuss
	Gina Wilson

	
	Come On In To My Tropical Garden
	Grace Nichols

	
	Moon Juice
	Kate Wakeling


Year 5 and Year 6  Review any two of these texts – or any two similar books of your choice.

	Genre
	Title
	Author/Editor

	Picture Books
	The Paradise Garden or The Tower to the Sun
	Colin Thompson

	
	Jumanji
	Chris Van-Allsburg

	
	Night of the Gargoyles
	Eve Bunting

	
	The Watertower
	Gary Crew

	
	The Lost Thing  or The Red Tree or The Arrival
	Shaun Tan

	
	Snow White in New York
	Fiona French

	
	Mamo on the Mountain
	Jane Kurtz

	
	Flotsam   or   Tuesday
	David Weisner

	Stories/novels
	Your Guess Is As Good As Mine
	Bernard Ashley

	
	The Iron Woman
	Ted Hughes

	
	Beowulf   retold by Kevin Crossley-Holland
	(Do try to get this version - pub OUP)

	
	Running Wild; From Hereabout Hill (short stories – try The Owl)
	Michael Morpurgo

	
	The Fib & Other Stories (try The Fib or The Balaclava Story)
	

	
	Room 13
	Robert Swindells

	
	The Cartoon Kid or The Midnight Fox or The Eighteenth Emergency
	Betsy Byars

	
	Journey To Jo’burg  or The Other Side of Truth
	Beverley Naidoo

	
	Skellig or  Secret Heart or Kit’s Wilderness
	David Almond

	
	Chicken 
	Alan Gibbons

	
	Grinny
	Nicholas Fiske

	
	The Suitcase Kid  or any number of other titles
	Jacqueline Wilson

	
	Kensuke’s Kingdom
	Michael Morpurgo

	
	Clockwork
	Philip Pullman

	
	Wonder
	R J Palacio

	
	The Seeing Stone
	Kevin Crossley-Holland

	
	Goggle Eyes
	Anne Fine

	
	The Wolves in the Walls
	Neil Gaimon

	
	The Dark Horse
	Marcus Sedgewick

	
	Where the World Ends (pub 2017)
	Geraldine McCaughrean

	Non Fiction
	Coming to England
	Floella Benjamin

	
	Swallow Journey
	Vivian French

	
	The Drop In My Drink or The Pebble in my Pocket
	Meredith Hooper

	
	Philip’s Children’s Atlas
	David & Jill Wright

	
	The Vile Victorians
	Terry Deary

	
	War Boy: A Country Childhood
	Michael Foreman

	
	Exploring World Art
	Andrea Belloli

	
	How Things Work 
	Neil Ardley

	
	The Oxford Children’s Illustrated Encyclopedia
	pub  Dorling Kindersley

	
	Our World of Water
	Beatrice Hollyer with Oxfam

	Poetry
	The Lady Of Shalott
	Alfred Tennyson

	
	The Thought-Fox
	Ted Hughes 

	
	Can I Buy A Slice Of Sky?
	Grace Nichols

	
	Dark as a Midnight Dream  Poetry Collection 2
	Fiona Waters ed

	
	Classic Poems to read aloud
	James Berry ed

	
	Orchard Book of Poems 
	Adrian Mitchell ed

	
	
	


Task 1 and 2   Age Phase:
	Text 1: 

Author: 



Published: 

Text Review:



	Text 2 : 

Author: 



Published:

PoS requirement:  

Activity and rationale:  

Activity and rationale: 

Activity and rationale:



	Cross curricular links:  

EAL:
Additional notes about either text



Task 3:                  Electronic Resources: Websites or Book Apps
In addition to your 8 texts you are also asked to consider how ‘navigating’ and browsing a particular digital text might support children’s developing literacy skills.  For this entry, you may:

· focus on any age-group from 3-11 years
· identify a web-site or Book App linked to one of the texts you have already focused upon, or use one of the sites suggested below or identify a completely separate choice which appeals to you
· use a web-site or App linked to fiction (a book title or named author), poetry or non-fiction
· take a cross-curricular theme
www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc                                                                http://performapoem.lgfl.org.uk/
www.jkrowling.com/en                                                             
www.ukchildrensbooks.co.uk                                                  http://www.childrenslaureate.org.uk/
www.lovereading4kids.co.uk                                                   http://myths.e2bn.org/mythsandlegends/
www.horridhenry.co.uk                                                            www.nationalgeographic.com 
www.writingfun.com                                                                 http://storybird.com/teachers/
http://www.mirroroftheworld.com.au/                                        http://literacyshed.com
http://www.spellodrome.co.uk/
	Age Group:
	Web address:




Identify 2 ways in which you could use this web-site to support children’s literacy development, either within the literacy lesson or beyond it.

Tutor Feedback

	Your work has:
	      Evidence seen?
	  Aspects to complete

	Identified a suitable range of text types – F, NF & Poetry – at all age phases
	
	

	Shown that you can recognise the merits of a text and consider why it would be suitable for a given age phase
	
	

	Identified suitable ways to use texts so that comprehension skills are considered
	
	

	Reference the new NC (Reading Comprehension)  for the activities you suggest linked to your second text in each age phase.
	
	

	Identified suitable ways to use texts to develop learning across the curriculum
	
	

	Shown you can identify opportunities to use ICT in relation to texts
	
	

	Shown that you have considered the needs of children learning English as an additional language
	
	

	Shown an awareness of how screen texts might be used to develop literacy skills.
	
	


Pass…………..                    
Some aspects to complete .............
Tutor:                                                                                                   Date: 
Key Stage 1 
Year 1:  PoS for Reading - comprehension

Pupils should be taught to:

· develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding by: 

· listening to and discussing a wide range of poems, stories and non-fiction at a level beyond that at which they can read independently

· being encouraged to link what they read or hear to their own experiences

· becoming very familiar with key stories, fairy stories and traditional tales, retelling them and considering their particular characteristics 

· recognising and joining in with predictable phrases

· learning to appreciate rhymes and poems, and to recite some by heart

· discussing word meanings, linking new meanings to those already known 

· understand both the books they can already read accurately and fluently and those they listen to by: 

· drawing on what they already know or on background information and vocabulary provided by the teacher 

· checking that the text makes sense to them as they read, and correcting inaccurate reading 

· discussing the significance of the title and events 

· making inferences on the basis of what is being said and done

· predicting what might happen on the basis of what has been read so far

· participate in discussion about what is read to them, taking turns and listening to what others say

· explain clearly their understanding of what is read to them

Notes and guidance (non-statutory)
Pupils should have extensive experience of listening to, sharing and discussing a wide range of high-quality books with the teacher, other adults and each other to engender a love of reading at the same time as they are reading independently.
Pupils’ vocabulary should be developed when they listen to books read aloud and when they discuss what they have heard. Such vocabulary can also feed into their writing. Knowing the meaning of more words increases pupils’ chances of understanding when they read by themselves. The meaning of some new words should be introduced to pupils before they start to read on their own, so that these unknown words do not hold up their comprehension.
However, once pupils have already decoded words successfully, the meaning of those that are new to them can be discussed with them, thus contributing to developing their early skills of inference. By listening frequently to stories, poems and non-fiction that they cannot yet read for themselves, pupils begin to understand how written language can be structured in order, for example, to build surprise in narratives or to present facts in non-fiction. Listening to and discussing information books and other non-fiction establishes the foundations for their learning in other subjects. Pupils should be shown some of the processes for finding out information.
Through listening, pupils also start to learn how language sounds and increase their vocabulary and awareness of grammatical structures. In due course, they will be able to draw on such grammar in their own writing.
Rules for effective discussions should be agreed with and demonstrated for pupils. They should help to develop and evaluate them, with the expectation that everyone takes part. Pupils should be helped to consider the opinions of others.

Role play can help pupils to identify with and explore characters and to try out the language they have listened to.
Key Stage 1

Year 2:  PoS for Reading – comprehension

Pupils should be taught to:
· develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding by: 

· listening to, discussing and expressing views about a wide range of contemporary and classic poetry, stories and non-fiction at a level beyond that at which they can read independently 

· discussing the sequence of events in books and how items of information are related

· becoming increasingly familiar with and retelling a wider range of stories, fairy stories and traditional tales

· being introduced to non-fiction books that are structured in different ways

· recognising simple recurring literary language in stories and poetry

· discussing and clarifying the meanings of words, linking new meanings to known vocabulary

· discussing their favourite words and phrases

· continuing to build up a repertoire of poems learnt by heart, appreciating these and reciting some, with appropriate intonation to make the meaning clear

· understand both the books that they can already read accurately and fluently and those that they listen to by: 

· drawing on what they already know or on background information and vocabulary provided by the teacher

· checking that the text makes sense to them as they read, and correcting inaccurate reading

· making inferences on the basis of what is being said and done 

· answering and asking questions 

· predicting what might happen on the basis of what has been read so far

· participate in discussion about books, poems and other works that are read to them and those that they can read for themselves, taking turns and listening to what others say

· explain and discuss their understanding of books, poems and other material, both those that they listen to and those that they read for themselves

Notes and guidance (non-statutory)

Pupils should be encouraged to read all the words in a sentence and to do this accurately, so that their understanding of what they read is not hindered by imprecise decoding (for example, by reading ‘place’ instead of ‘palace’).
Pupils should monitor what they read, checking that the word they have decoded fits in with what else they have read and makes sense in the context of what they already know about the topic.   

The meaning of new words should be explained to pupils within the context of what they are reading, and they should be encouraged to use morphology (such as prefixes) to work out unknown words. 

Pupils should learn about cause and effect in both narrative and non-fiction (for example, what has prompted a character’s behaviour in a story; why certain dates are commemorated annually). ‘Thinking aloud’ when reading to pupils may help them to understand what skilled readers do.
Deliberate steps should be taken to increase pupils’ vocabulary and their awareness of grammar so that they continue to understand the differences between spoken and written language.
Discussion should be demonstrated to pupils. They should be guided to participate in it and they should be helped to consider the opinions of others. They should receive feedback on their discussions.

Role play and other drama techniques can help pupils to identify with and explore characters. In these ways, they extend their understanding of what they read and have opportunities to try out the language they have listened to.

Key Stage 2 - Lower

Year 3 & 4:  PoS for Reading – comprehension

Pupils should be taught to:

· develop positive attitudes to reading, and an understanding of what they read, by: 

· listening to and discussing a wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books or textbooks

· reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of purposes

· using dictionaries to check the meaning of words that they have read

· increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including fairy stories, myths and legends, and retelling some of these orally 

· identifying themes and conventions in a wide range of books

· preparing poems and play scripts to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding through intonation, tone, volume and action 

· discussing words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and imagination

· recognising some different forms of poetry [for example, free verse, narrative poetry]

· understand what they read, in books they can read independently, by: 

· checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding, and explaining the meaning of words in context

· asking questions to improve their understanding of a text

· drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence 

· predicting what might happen from details stated and implied

· identifying main ideas drawn from more than 1 paragraph and summarising these

· identifying how language, structure, and presentation contribute to meaning 

· retrieve and record information from non-fiction

· participate in discussion about both books that are read to them and those they can read for themselves, taking turns and listening to what others say

Notes and guidance (non-statutory)

The focus should continue to be on pupils’ comprehension as a primary element in reading. The knowledge and skills that pupils need in order to comprehend are very similar at different ages. This is why the programmes of study for comprehension in years 3 and 4 and years 5 and 6 are similar: the complexity of the writing increases the level of challenge. 

Pupils should be taught to recognise themes in what they read, such as the triumph of good over evil or the use of magical devices in fairy stories and folk tales.

They should also learn the conventions of different types of writing (for example, the greeting in letters, a diary written in the first person or the use of presentational devices such as numbering and headings in instructions). 

Pupils should be taught to use the skills they have learnt earlier and continue to apply these skills to read for different reasons, including for pleasure, or to find out information and the meaning of new words. 

Pupils should continue to have opportunities to listen frequently to stories, poems, non-fiction and other writing, including whole books and not just extracts, so that they build on what was taught previously. In this way, they also meet books and authors that they might not choose themselves. Pupils should also have opportunities to exercise choice in selecting books and be taught how to do so, with teachers making use of any library services and expertise to support this.

Reading, re-reading, and rehearsing poems and plays for presentation and performance give pupils opportunities to discuss language, including vocabulary, extending their interest in the meaning and origin of words. Pupils should be encouraged to use drama approaches to understand how to perform plays and poems to support their understanding of the meaning. These activities also provide them with an incentive to find out what expression is required, so feeding into comprehension. 

In using non-fiction, pupils should know what information they need to look for before they begin and be clear about the task. They should be shown how to use contents pages and indexes to locate information.

Pupils should have guidance about the kinds of explanations and questions that are expected from them. They should help to develop, agree on, and evaluate rules for effective discussion. The expectation should be that all pupils take part.

Key Stage 2 - Upper

Year 5 & 6:  PoS for Reading – comprehension

Pupils should be taught to:

· maintain positive attitudes to reading and an understanding of what they read by: 

· continuing to read and discuss an increasingly wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books or textbooks

· reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of purposes 

· increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including myths, legends and traditional stories, modern fiction, fiction from our literary heritage, and books from other cultures and traditions

· recommending books that they have read to their peers, giving reasons for their choices 

· identifying and discussing themes and conventions in and across a wide range of writing

· making comparisons within and across books

· learning a wider range of poetry by heart

· preparing poems and plays to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding through intonation, tone and volume so that the meaning is clear to an audience

· understand what they read by: 

· checking that the book makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and exploring the meaning of words in context

· asking questions to improve their understanding

· drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence 

· predicting what might happen from details stated and implied

· summarising the main ideas drawn from more than 1 paragraph, identifying key details that support the main ideas

· identifying how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning

· discuss and evaluate how authors use language, including figurative language, considering the impact on the reader

· distinguish between statements of fact and opinion 

· retrieve, record and present information from non-fiction

· participate in discussions about books that are read to them and those they can read for themselves, building on their own and others’ ideas and challenging views courteously

· explain and discuss their understanding of what they have read, including through formal presentations and debates, maintaining a focus on the topic and using notes where necessary

· provide reasoned justifications for their views

Notes and guidance (non-statutory)

Even though pupils can now read independently, reading aloud to them should include whole books so that they meet books and authors that they might not choose to read themselves.

The knowledge and skills that pupils need in order to comprehend are very similar at different ages. Pupils should continue to apply what they have already learnt to more complex writing.

Pupils should be taught to recognise themes in what they read, such as loss or heroism. They should have opportunities to compare characters, consider different accounts of the same event and discuss viewpoints (both of authors and of fictional characters), within a text and across more than 1 text.

They should continue to learn the conventions of different types of writing, such as the use of the first person in writing diaries and autobiographies.

Pupils should be taught the technical and other terms needed for discussing what they hear and read, such as metaphor, simile, analogy, imagery, style and effect.

In using reference books, pupils need to know what information they need to look for before they begin and need to understand the task. They should be shown how to use contents pages and indexes to locate information.

The skills of information retrieval that are taught should be applied, for example in reading history, geography and science textbooks, and in contexts where pupils are genuinely motivated to find out information [for example, reading information leaflets before a gallery or museum visit or reading a theatre programme or review]. Teachers should consider making use of any library services and expertise to support this.

Pupils should have guidance about and feedback on the quality of their explanations and contributions to discussions.

Pupils should be shown how to compare characters, settings, themes and other aspects of what they read.
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