For the Graduate Staff-Student Liaison Committee Meeting held on
Friday 24th January 2024

Present at the meeting: Jackie Hanes, Katie Murley, Pablo Beker, Anant Sudarshan, Chau Ho, Hayden Harris, Shantanu Chadha, Damiano Raimondo, Gokul Gopalan Ramachandran, Immanuel Field
Minutes

01. Teaching and Learning
a. Shantanu and Damiano have provided a rough outline of problems regarding second year MRes optional provided that has been a consensus over multiple years. Problems surround overlapping content. Shantanu and Damiano will produce a formal list outlining overlapping content between modules such that Pablo can present this to Claudia Rei and Ben Lockwood. If progress can be made quickly, it may be possible to make changes before 2025/26 to remedy the content clashes. Immanuel has stressed that a structural modelling class would also be something that students would find useful in future.
b. Shantanu has noted that there is a large variety in the quantity of work towards MRes second year modules’ assessments. Pablo does not think this is a particularly important problem.
02. Assessment and Feedback
a. Shantanu enquired whether MRes second year average grades has fallen in comparison with previous years, Pablo and Chau will check by comparing averages across years within modules. Shantanu has noted that feedback on some assessments has been less than satisfactory, Chau has asked for a list of modules so that she can follow up.
b. Hayden questioned whether time series econometrics will be an examinable core module for current first year MRes students, Chau has assured that it will be non-examinable but will be core. Chau has kindly offered to allow students to take the exam regardless.
c. Hayden has asked that MRes grades can be restrained from being released during lectures as he believes it leads to negative social outcomes and reduces performances in the affected lecture.
d. External Examination Report – Hayden will send around documents that each member needs to read.
03. Equity, diversity and inclusion
04. Any other Business
a. Shantanu has pointed out that module evaluation hasn’t been sent to WBS students, meaning that MRes Tutors have not reached their requirements to be eligible for teaching awards. Chau has said that a 50% response rate may be more appropriate due to the small nature of MRes classes.
05. Library and Resources
a. Shantanu has asked the role of Scite AI and queried about subscriptions to LLMs. Jackie explained that the free trial of Scite AI was to be used by students across departments; it helps to analyse citations and has a ‘ChatGPT style’ prompt system built in. Jackie noted that there are discussions about Microsoft Copilot.
b. Jackie has mentioned that events with Moody’s and Economist in the library on the 29th January and 5th February respectively.
