Economics MRes\PhD SSLC meeting one minutes
Friday 1st November 2024

Present: Claudia Rei, Pablo Beker, Natalie Deven, Tina Jones, Jackie Hanes, Tina Jones, Hayden Harris, Shantanu Chadha, Immanuel Field, Junxi Liu, Andrea Guerrieri, Damiano Raimondo
Apologies: Chau Ho, Katie Murley
Election of chair and secretary:
· Shantanu will be chair
· Hayden will be secretary
Library:
· Students now have access to the New York Times (NYT) online subscription as well as PressReader
· Library researcher training programme beginning in November – available for all research students
· Hayden brought up issue of low counts of some books for courses with new lecturers and therefore new reading lists – will follow up with Jackie
Personal conference allowance:
· Junxi questioned the possibility of a yearly allowance for conference travel. The department has stopped the funding for 1st and 4th year PhDs such that 2nd and 3rd year students have greater access and the funds are used more effectively. There will be a struggle to increase funding since a budget decrease was under consideration in the summer
· Andrea questioned whether there could be an increase on the limit of individual claims to the discretionary fund; Pablo responded by saying that the current scheme should be sufficient
Teaching and Learning:
· Junxi wondered whether funded awards for lecturers would continue and whether they could be increased in value. Claudia does not want the program to stop but is insistent that there must be value for money
Assessment & Feedback:
· Hayden wants to ensure that moderation is done consistently and completely across modules since there has been change of personnel – Claudia insured this would be handles
Matters arising:
· Immanuel wants members to spread the applicant mentor program to members of each year group.
· Immanuel also questioned whether there have been a change in the enforcement of the 60% rule in the MRes progression decision. Pablo says he doesn’t know of any change but will look into it
· Hayden questioned the access of MRes year one student cards around the economics department. Tina will look into it
· Shantanu asked whether the spaces designated to MRes students is sufficient given the small number of desks and the lack of natural light. Tina responded that she understands that space is tricky but will look into the possibility of shared spaces
· Junxi questioned whether the drier can be removed from the 2nd floor women’s bathroom as it is disruptive to classes as well as to external speakers seminars – Natalie will look into it
· Shantanu questioned the term placement of year two MRes courses, Tina will come back to it. 



