
Academic Referencing 
It is important that you familiarise yourself with the Academic Referencing approach used at 

Warwick, and specifically in the Department of Economics. The fact that you may not have written 

essays before coming to this University and/or that you may come from a different school system 

are not acceptable excuses for incorrect referencing. You must take the initiative to ensure you have 

all the skills needed to produce good work as it is expected here. Bear in mind that there will be 

slight differences between what departments require so do not assume that the approach will be 

exactly the same if you are taking a module in another department. 

There are numerous online resources to help you grasp proper academic referencing including the 

Library, The Centre for Student Careers & Skills. 

We also have a dedicated Economics Librarian coming to the Department regularly and is available 

to help and guide students in need, for further information please see the Economics library page. 

If you are ever in doubt about referencing and avoiding plagiarism speak to your module 

leader/tutor or your personal tutor, before you submit your piece of work. 

When to acknowledge sources 
One of the most important skills to develop at university is the recognition of when you need to 

acknowledge a source. You should acknowledge a source: 

 when you quote directly using other people’s words. Text taken directly from someone else 

must always be in quotation marks. You are strongly advised to avoid this practice, which, if 

done repeatedly, demonstrates only copy-paste skills. Use your own words to show 

knowledge and understanding of the material. 

 when you paraphrase the ideas, arguments, or theories of others, including lecture material, 

in your own words. 

 when you use evidence from the work of others to support your own arguments. 

 when you rework published data or use it as the basis of your own calculations. 

 when you include charts, tables, and diagrams produced by other people. If the source you 

have taken the material from has been copied from someone else, you must reference both 

the original author and the source you have used yourself. 

 when you reuse material that comes from work you have previously submitted for 

assessment whether at Warwick or elsewhere. 

In each of these cases you need to incorporate a specific citation into the text or tables of your 

coursework. You must also include the source in your bibliography, but it’s not enough just to 

include the source in a bibliography or list of references at the end. 

Any textbooks you do use should be included as a reference in your bibliography at the end of your 

coursework. However, you do not need to give references for ideas and theories which have passed 

into the public domain and appear in any number of textbooks: for example, ‘economic theory 
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suggests that demand curves for normal goods are negatively sloped’. The same logic means that 

you can refer to a vacuum cleaner as a hoover, even if it is made by Panasonic or Miele, because the 

Hoover Corporation failed to register its name as a trademark before it entered the public domain.   

Further guidance is provided in the Moodle course Introduction to Referencing. 

How to acknowledge sources 
There are many possible forms of citation. The one we favour takes the form of abbreviated 

references in the text (rather than footnotes or endnotes) coupled with a list of references with full 

detail at the end. Each text reference is limited to the author's last name, date of publication and 

page reference. Some examples: 

(1) According to Howlett (1994, p. 3), the need for rapid mobilisation is a crucial reason why market 

institutions may not sufficiently adjust the allocation of resources to wartime priorities. 

(2) The original application of rational expectations to macroeconomics is usually attributed to Lucas 

(1972). 

(3) One theory argues the first industrial revolution occurred in Britain due to a unique combination 

of factor prices (Allen 2009). 

Avoid the use of footnotes to add extra comments and asides. If what you need to say matters, it 

should go in the main text. If it doesn’t belong in the text, leave it out. If you are required to or 

choose to use footnotes as the means of referencing, you should include the full reference in the 

footnote, as well as in the bibliography.  

Common pitfalls in academic referencing 
Citations and references can be misused. Here are some points on which to take care. 

 An essay is an exercise in writing, not in using other people’s words. This means that, unless 

something is extremely effective, you should not quote. You can summarise the thoughts of 

others, but make sure that the writing is your own style. We want to know what you think. 

 Do not use citations as a substitute for argument. What gives your argument authority is 

logic and evidence, not the number of scholars you can find who agree with you. Don't pad 

the bibliography with material you haven't used. It will not impress the marker. The marker 

does want to know that you have read widely, but to read widely without understanding 

benefits no one. Using a large number of references can sometimes actually signal to the 

marker that you do not really grasp the topic in detail. Use references selectively as proof of 

your good faith as a scholar, not to batter down disagreement or bury points of difficulty. 

 Only cite what you yourself have used. For example, you may read something that itself 

refers to another source. Thus Gordon (1998), Macroeconomics, p. 490, discussing excess 

volatility in aggregate consumption, refers to an article by Marjorie Flavin (1981) in the 

Journal of Political Economy. 

Suppose the point matters to your essay. Whom do you cite: Flavin or Gordon? If you cite only Flavin 

it makes you look good: here’s a student who seems to have gone into the subject in depth. But you 
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run the risk of making an inappropriate citation: you have to trust Gordon; was his purpose in 

making the citation really the same as yours? The correct form is ‘Flavin (1981), cited by Gordon 

(1998, p. 490)’. That makes Gordon, not you, responsible should the citation prove incorrect or 

inappropriate. Better still, if the point really matters, go to the original reference and read it 

yourself. Then you can cite it confidently without risk of being caught out. 

It is particularly important to note when a table, chart, or diagram has been reused by someone you 

are citing. You must include reference to the source you used but also show that the author 

themselves took the material from someone else. 
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