
Economics PhD databases and research session



• Library help and support

• How to find books, journals and electronic resources

• Good data sources

• How to obtain books and papers not available at Warwick 

• Finding PhD theses from other universities

What this session will cover



HELP!

• GET STARTED – online Library orientation
https://warwick.ac.uk/services/library/using/help/new-users/
• Or use the Get Started Moodle course to discover how to find books and 

journals, and more
• Contact the Library help desk, Library@Warwick.ac.uk
• Consult your subject librarian!

https://warwick.ac.uk/services/library/using/help/new-users/
https://moodle.warwick.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=41863
mailto:Library@Warwick.ac.uk


Subject 
Support 
page for 
Economics



Research 
Support and 
postgraduate 
services –

see the links to 
Students, & 
Postgraduates 



Explore the Library catalogue – Library Search!



Select the link to the title you want -



Note the location; the classmark (the number on 
the spine of the book); loan type and status



• Reliable free sources – international organisations, national statistical institutes, 
academic research institutes

• Sometimes  not all of their data is free…

• Data which the Library pays for – see the 
Library home page and the list of Databases

• Access the databases to which the Library 
subscribes through our website with your 
Warwick login 

How to find electronic resources



Explore the Library databases list -

http://webcat.warwick.ac.uk/search~S1/v


• EconLit – specifically intended for Economics students

• Business Source Complete

• ABI/Inform Global

• ScienceDirect

• Web of Science

Plus papers found in free collections:

• RePEc – Research Papers in Economics

• SSRN – Social Science Research Network

Recommended sources for journal articles



• Centre for Economic Policy Research – register free of charge to access the 
website off-campus

• Global Financial Data

• NBER Working Papers

• OECD iLibrary – log on for full access to data and reports  to download. 

• Roper i-Library – mainly US opinion poll data

• Statista – market research and industry reports and data

• UN iLibrary - log on for full access to data and reports  to download. 

• And many more… see the tutorial on Finding Resources for Economics and 
Business

Library resources which people often miss –
log on through the Library website for full access 



• Datastream

• Eikon

• Both provide global company and stock exchange data; Eikon also provides data and 
news on mergers and acquisitions

• Available on a dedicated PC on Floor 1 of the Library

When the Library is open…



• Bloomberg – available at one dedicated PC in the Economics Department

• Wharton Research Data Service (WRDS) – Economics staff and PhD students can 
register via the WRDS website

Hidden gems not available through the Library



Never pay to download… search the Library 
catalogue for a journal title





If we don’t have what you are looking for…



• Articles can be scanned and e-mailed to you in 3 working days via Article Reach.

• Try this scheme first as it does not affect your Department’s quota! 

• If that fails Document Supply is more comprehensive

• If lockdown restrictions are lifted, we could also borrow a book from another 
library for you through Document Supply – scheme currently suspended

• Check the Library website for updates

We can obtain journal articles from other 
libraries free of charge

https://warwick.ac.uk/services/library/using/usingotherlibraries/documentsupply/articlereach/


• We can only take out a new subscription if academic staff 
agree to cancel something else

• Expensive databases may be impossible to obtain at 
present

• Even if approval is granted, it can take a very long time to 
set up a new subscription… 

• BUT we can sometimes gain a new resource

• Discuss the issue with your supervisor and contact me 

• There may be an alternative source for the data which you 
seek 

New subscriptions to databases – caveats…



• Recent Warwick theses are mostly available online in WRAP – Warwick 
Research Archive Portal

• Find UK and Irish online theses via EThOS – Electronic Theses Online Delivery Service

• Find details of theses more widely in Dissertations and Theses

• Warwick theses are held in print in the Modern Records Centre – find the reference 
number using “Library Search”, then consult and photocopy it as you wish

• All UK theses are held in the British Library and at the university where they were 
written 

• The Library can buy US and Canadian theses to add to stock - this can take over one 
month

Finding PhD theses

https://warwick.ac.uk/services/library/mrc


Don’t forget your referencing! – try EndNote Web!

https://warwick.ac.uk/services/library/students/


• Request a book for purchase

• Find guidance on good available data sources

• Arrange a consultation any time (almost)

• Give the Library your feedback

Helen.Riley@Warwick.ac.uk

Tel. 02476 572712

Contact your academic support librarian any 
time!

mailto:Helen.Riley@Warwick.ac.uk

