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Astronaut, surgeon, Youtuber, banker, baker, private 
investigator, DJ, entrepreneur, engineer….
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Why be of all things, an economist?



Astronaut, surgeon, Youtuber, banker, baker, private 
investigator, DJ, entrepreneur, engineer….
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Why be of all things, an economist?

For me it’s because being an economist isn’t about 
being a single thing…



Modern Economics is Ultra-Modern

- Yes, formally it’s about the ‘science of scarcity’ and allocating resources. 
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Modern Economics is Ultra-Modern

- Yes, formally it’s about the ‘science of scarcity’ and allocating resources. 

- But practically, to be an economist you need to know ‘economics’ as well as 
some maths, statistics, computer science, history, political science and 
psychology.
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Modern Economics is Ultra-Modern

- Yes, formally it’s about the ‘science of scarcity’ and allocating resources. 

- But practically, to be an economist you need to know ‘economics’ as well as 
some maths, statistics, computer science, history, political science and 
psychology.

- A good economist is ready for anything and can absorb anything…
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On the ground with CAGE….
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Figure 5: Sout h by Sout hwest (SX SW ) 2007 and t he Spread of T wit t er

(a) T wit t er A ct iv i t y A r ound SX SW 2007
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(b) M ajor Fest ivals in 2007: T weet s and A t t endance
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Attendees (right axis, in thousands)

Notes: Panel (a) plot the total number of tweets and the number of tweets containing the term

SXSW over t ime, smoothed using a 7-day moving average. The number of tweets on a given day

is based on the 100 most common English words (see Table A.8). Panel (b) plots the number of

tweets ment ioning major fest ivals in 2007 in a 14 day window before and after the event .
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 Electronic copy available at: https://ssrn.com/abstract=3149103 

Phd student desk…

Modern economics is intense, immersive and multi-skilled….



Write your own script.

- Yes, you can be a banker or a management consultant if you really want 
to.
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Write your own script.

- Yes, you can be a banker or a management consultant if you really want 
to.

-  But you have the skills to do A LOT. Academic, entrepreneur, policy 
designer, tech professional, data scientist. Any domain is open to you: 
sports, culture, the environment, welfare. Potential for a long-lived career 
where you have agency.
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Write your own script.

- Yes, you can be a banker or a management consultant if you really want 
to.

-  But you have the skills to do A LOT. Academic, entrepreneur, policy 
designer, tech professional, data scientist. Any domain is open to you: 
sports, culture, the environment, welfare. Potential for a long-lived career 
where you have agency.

- Economists should be the most interesting person at any party. But there 
is often a gap between theory and practice.
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