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Introduction

The preparation of these notes is prompted by the fact that more and more postgraduates
and other young scholars from CREES and other institutions in Britain are using
Russian archives, and it was felt that they sometimes needed a little help to get them
over the first hurdles. BACCRA also took an active interest and supported the
production of this pamphlet. The aim of this guide is to provide some basic information
particularly for first time visitors to the most commonly used Moscow archives.

These notes were prepared after discussions and correspondence with a number
of people in CREES and from other institutions who have used the Archives in recent
years. It emerged that there were a number of points which people had wished they had
known before they first visited the archives, but which they found out only after working
in Moscow for some time and, in some cases, after wasting a certain amount of valuable

time.

The most recent reorganisation of the Russian archives took place in March
1999, when a number of the archives included in this guide were given new names. The
most recent acronyms are used here. See ‘O ¢enepanbHbIX TOCYIapCTBEHHBIX apXHBax,

Omeuecmeennvle apxusnt, 1999, no. 1, pp. 3-4.

There are a number of published guides to Russian archival resources:

Key amongst these are the works by Patricia Kennedy Grimsted, and you should consult
these before you leave. See, for example, her Russian language directory of Russian

archives:

Apxusvt  Poccuu: Mockea — Canxkm Ilemepbype: Cnpagounux-obo3penue u

oubruoepaghuueckuu yxazamens (Moscow, 1997).

An English language version is now available:

Patricia Kennedy Grimsted (ed.) Archives of Russia: a Directory and Bibliographic
Guide to Holdings in Moscow and St Petersburg (New York and London: M.E. Sharpe,
2000).

You could also try to consult her paper ‘Archives of Russia Five Years After -
‘Purveyors of Sensations’ or ‘Shadows cast to the Past’? (International Institute of

Social History; Amsterdam, 1997), which can be viewed on-line at:



ftp:/ftp.iisg.nl/pub/research.papers.pdf

See also T. W. bommapeBa, ‘IIpe3entainus copaBouHukKa “ApxuBbl Poccum™,
9

Omeuecmeennvle apxuswvi, 1997, no. 3, pp. 120-1.

Grimsted has worked closely with Rosarkhiv (the Federal Archival Service of Russia) to
develop an electronic directory of the Russian archives. This is known as
ArcheoBiblioBase and short form English language data can be viewed at the following

websites:

http://www.openweb.ru/rusarch/index.htm

http://www.iisg.nl/~abb

Grimsted’s work offers far more comprehensive coverage of the archives than is
provided here, and includes such data as opening times, telephone and fax numbers, e-
mail addresses, etc, as well as an update on the progress of declassification. You are

strongly advised to consult the website before you leave for Russia.

The following website offers up-to-date information on contact names, numbers and
addresses, location — including a photo of the building in which the archive is situated

and local travel information, and opening times:

http://www.rusarchives.ru

Information from this website has been used to update the original printed version of

this guide for the web.

For other recent information on the Moscow archives, see also: [Jenmpanvusie apxugol
Mockewi: nymesooumens no gponoam (M., 1999) 5 vols.

[University of Birmingham, European Resource Centre: reference section, CD 1737.M6
M]

For other useful background information on the archives in the Soviet and post Soviet

periods see:

S. Fitzpatrick and L. Viola (eds), 4 Researcher’s Guide to Sources on Soviet Social
History in the 1930s (Sharpe; London, 1990)



R. W. Davies, Soviet History in the Yeltsin Era, (Macmillan; Basingstoke, 1997), pp.
81-114.

There is also a series of Russian articles:

Bnanumup Koznos, Onbra Jloresa, ‘"Apxusnas pesomonusa" B Poccun (1991-1996),
Csob00nas meiciv, 1997, no. 1, pp. 113-21; no. 2, pp. 115-24, and no. 4, pp. 116-28.

A useful series of English-language articles was also published in Cahiers du Monde
Russe, vol. 40, nos. 1-2, 1999.

Finally, it is important to stress that the situation in many archives is still very difficult
with financial problems often affecting opening times or even forcing unexpected
closures, etc. The information given here is based mainly on reports by recent visitors
but obviously is likely to be overtaken by events. This makes the use of the websites
mentioned above to obtain current information even more important, since it may save a
wasted visit.

The materials on individual archives below give details of relevant reference
books held in the European Resource Centre (ERC), University of Birmingham (which
houses the Baykov Library), Glasgow University Library, the Bodleian Library (Oxford)
and the British Library (London).



General points:

Using the Archives:

1) Before you go:

a)

b)

2) In Russia:

a)

b)

Read all published materials in your field to identify what you need to

use the archives for.

To obtain access to an Archive you must have an official letter (mucsmo
or oTHomeHue) from your institution specifying your topic (Tema) with
a copy translated into Russian. The letter should be typed on official
institutional letter headed paper and stamped accordingly. You are

strongly advised to take several copies of the letter with you.

Keep your topic (Tema) fairly broad. When defining it (you have to write
it on every order form), archivists will prefer you to include specific
dates.

It is important not to give up your passport for registration in OVIR

when you arrive in Moscow - you will need it to register in the archives.

You should take photocopies of the main pages of your passport and
visa in case you are asked for these while your documents are at OVIR.
Alternatively get a receipt from OVIR if possible. Carry some form of
photo I.D. with you: your home university registration card and a reading

card (with its photo) from the Lenin Library, for example.

It is important to be aware of the timing of public holidays, cleaning days
(canuTapHuble qHU - these can be imposed unexpectedly with only a few
days notice, especially in archive stacks) and whether the archive you are
using is open on Saturdays and Sundays, since this can seriously reduce
working time on a short visit. In addition, in recent times RGALI,
RGASPI and RGVA have had serious financial problems, which have

led to their occasional closure at short notice.



3) In the archive:

Terms used:

b)

d)

(See also Appendix 2)

BpeMeHHbIIl mpomyck - temporary pass, provided on the day of your
first visit to the archive, after which it may be replaced by:

MPOIYCK - pass

¢onn - this usually relates to a specific institution and a guide to
holdings is generally available as an open access card file at the archive.
Each ¢onn is divided into:

omuch - this is the inventory or catalogue of the dona. It lists the
individual files available for consultation. You need to ask the archivist
to consult specified omucn. Note that there are several or many onucu
for each pona. Onucu are not detailed and are often inaccurate.

neno / exuHuna xpanenus - this is the individual file which you order
on archive request forms. There will be a limit to the number of files you
are allowed to order at a time. Files may be delivered as hardcopies or on
microfilm.

nocMoTp - looking through, scanning

BBINHCKA - copying out, taking notes

As materials usually take at least a couple of days to come through it is
important to keep orders rolling so that you are not left without anything
to read. It is important to check the archive quota of the number of files
you are allowed to order - you need to prioritise your requests and only

ask for what seems most important.

Some archives are quite fussy about the information they want when you
order items. This can be important as you will have to make a note of
these details when you are looking through the omucu. See notes on

individual archives in addition to notes below.

Filling in application forms (Tpe0oBanMe Ha BbIAA4Yy JOKYMEHTOB)
(see Appendix 1): the most important columns require you to fill in the
¢ona, onuck, and ge10 numbers; there is not room to give the full title

(na3Banme) of the ¢onn so you need to abbreviate this.

List the ¢ona then the omuen in order (put all ommen from the same



g)

dona together) then the gena in order (numerical or by date). If you use
the systematic catalogue you will need to reorganise the information in

the order ¢onn - onuck - gena.

Some archives ask you to fill in forms at the front of each file to indicate
which pages you have read and what sort of notes you have made

(mocmoTp, BHINMUCKH, €tC.)

Try not to re-order documents you have recently returned! Most

archives will not let you reorder items again for a set period of time.

It is a good idea to ask the names of the reading room attendants and then
to use them whenever you talk to them as it can make them more
favourably disposed towards you. Discussing your research with the
archivists can be very useful since much is still secret and they know the
material that is available. In general, personal contact and getting to

know the staff can be very important.

If you are stuck, ask other UK or US readers for help - they are mostly
willing to oblige.

4) Local archives: (note that a Regional Archives Guide is in preparation)

a)

b)

If you are going to work in both local and central archives, which archive
you go to first very much depends on the topic. With some topics
primarily concerned with a particular locality it is better to go to the local
archive first. The reason for this is that the local archives are much more
manageable in size and it is easier to find the important issues and then
look them up in Moscow when you know the precise dates which are of

interest.

Regional archives used by those consulted tend to have good thematic
card indexes, with the state archives better than the party archives. All

are in a rather crumbling state.

It is easier to look at local papers in the local archives since central

holdings of these are often incomplete.



d) Check local language policy as some local archives may have large
amounts of materials in the local language, which you may not be able to

read (e.g Finnish in Karelia)

Taking Notes:

Technical details are very important: you need to record not only ¢ona - onuch
- aeJio, but also the date of the document or protocol of meeting, for example;
who wrote the document, who chaired the meeting. Page numbers (simcThI) are
not always sequential, with the sequence depending on the filing system used.
Sometimes files have been re-collated and may have earlier page numbers
crossed through. Look carefully and record the page numbers in your own notes.
The documents contained in a file may sometimes run backwards - this is
because materials may have been added chronologically, with the earliest at the
back. Where individual pages contain material on both sides of the page, the
back of the mmcr is referred to as 0b (06) in both English (obverse) and Russian
(o6opoTHbIii). Often each aumer has several numbers - look carefully to find the
right sequence. Some aena, and pages within a single file, may be identical,
although they may have been listed in the ommem with separate names and

numbers.



GAREF: State Archive of Russian Federation
(TAP®: I'ocynapctBennsiii Apxus Poccuiickoit @enepannn)

Address: 119817 Mocksa, yin. b. [luporosckas 17

tel. 245-81-61; FAX: 245-12-87

email: garf(@online.ru

website: http://garf.narod.ru

Director: C. B. Muposnesko (tel.: 245-12-87)

Formed on the basis of the Central State Archive of the October Revolution (TsGAOR)
and the Central State Archive of the RSFSR (TsGA RSFSR)

It is important to note that this Archive is divided into two parts:

Reading Room 1 (the main GARF) deals mainly with the former USSR; and Reading Room
2 deals mainly with the organisations of the former RSFSR.

These are in different locations.

There is a useful book which helps to identify the subordination of different bodies:

T. Kopxxuxuna, Cogemckoe eocyoapcmeo u e2o yupexcoenus, Hosopo 1917 - Jlexabpo
19912. (Moscow, 1994)

[Glasgow University Library: Sov Stud EY 59 1994-K]

The division of materials between the two archives is not always obvious and there is some
duplication. Thus, the RSFSR NKVD and TsIK materials are in the main GARF. The GARF
handbook cited below uses P (Russian) to indicate ¢onanl in the main GARF and all other

¢onabl and those marked A are in Reading Room 2. In order to use Reading Room 2, you

must register at the main GARF first.

Publications:



1) C. B. Muponenko u I'. JI. ®@pus, (pen.), [lymesooumens mom 1: ¢honowv
T'ocyoapcmesennozo apxuea Poccutickou @edepayuu no ucmopuu Poccuu 6
XI1X - nauane XX g6. (Moscow, 1994). [Baykov Library, reference section:

CD 1713G; Bodleian Library; British Library: S.N.9/33 (3); Glasgow
University Library: on order]

2) C. B. Muponenko (pen.), Ilymesooumens mom 2: ¢hoHOwl
T'ocyoapcmeennozo Apxusa Poccuiickoti @edepayuu no ucmopuu PCOCP

(Moscow, 1996). [Baykov Library, reference section: CD 1713; Bodleian
Library; British Library: S.N.9/33 (3)]
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GAREF Reading Room 1 (formerly TsGAOR)

Opening Times:
Monday, Wednesday, Friday: 12.00 - 20.00
Tuesday, Thursday: 12.00 - 18.00
n.b. Official opening hours are often reduced to 12.00 to 18.00, Monday to
Friday, in the winter and summer months.
Closed: Saturday and Sunday; first working day in each month; whole of
August.

How to get there:
From ®pyn3enckas metro (good bakery stall at metro - pizza, cakes, savories,
etc.; Macdonald’s has recently opened nearby; restaurant and grocery store
opposite), turn left on leaving the metro station; walk straight for ten to fifteen
minutes, crossing two roads. The archive is on the corner of Y. Boabmasn

IInporoBckas (with a small park on the other side of the main road).

First visit:
You need to take your passport and visa (or copy of these) to register and to
collect your mpomyck, which will usually entitle you to use the archive until the
end of the calendar year. It is probably best to go in the morning as there is a
long lunch break (13.30-14.30) when it is not possible to register. Note also that

you will not be allowed to register if the archive is closed.

Enter the building; turn right into a small anti-room and go to the little hole in
the wall (oxomko). You will be asked for a letter from your institution and the
name of the archive you want to use. You will be given a chit to take to the

Reading Room.

To go to the Reading Room: leave the anti-room and turn right; you will need to
show your documents to the guard (you may also be asked to leave your bags
and coat in the cloakroom, even in cold weather); go upstairs. Hand in your chit
at the counter of the relevant Archive (the Reading Room serves other archives
besides GARF: as you face the hatches RGAE is on the left and GAREF is on the
right. Note that one nmpomyck entitles you to use both GARF and RGAE. You
will be given a questionnaire (ankera) to fill in, and told when you can collect
your ticket. Regular visitors to the archive are no longer required to complete an

aHKeTa.



N.B.
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You can work on your first day - look through the card file of ¢pona holdings or

through the omucu. You can order material on your first day.

At this Archive researchers are sometimes asked for additional identification. It
is advisable to take your passport on every visit, not just for registration. You
have to show your mpomyck on the way out of the archive as well as on the way
in. The mpomyck should be handed in to the archive on arrival and collected as
you leave - remember to pick it up at the end of the day or it may be difficult to

get out or back in without it.

Finding materials:

The card file (kapToTeka) in the Main Reading Room lists ¢ponasl and onucu.
Ask at the counter for omucu. In some cases onmucu are organised according to
departments or committees, etc. (e.g. Hapkomtpyn, ¢ona 5515) while others are
by years (e.g. BLICIIC, ¢ong 5451). Remember: onmcu are not always accurate
or sufficiently detailed - guesswork can prove beneficial, or a waste of time! In
omucu listings, be careful to select the correct gesmo number: sometimes two

numbers are listed - choose the consecutive numbered column.

There is also a thematic card catalogue that covers about 1-2 per cent of the
holdings. Ask about this in the Reading Room as it may be useful at the
beginning of your research. The pre-revolutionary period is better catalogued. It

is located in entrance (moawe3a) 7, Room 42 (if locked try Room 40).

Special points on ordering:

Recently, it has been possible to order a maximum of ten files (mesa) and they
take 2-3 days to arrive. In 1997 the maximum was five files.

This archive likes gena to be listed in date order and you should include the date
of each file on your form. It also does not always like files from more than one

¢donz to be requested on one order slip.

Each neno has a page inserted for the user’s annotation: indicate the date,
purpose (e.g. for a book, article or dissertation), pages used, whether notes taken,
or material scanned or photocopied, etc. This is useful for other researchers, and

you can benefit from their records.
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Stacks:
The stacks on each floor now have their own reading rooms and it is often
quicker if you can go to the reading room for your ¢ona as these tend to have
more detailed omucu. If you have a special case for using the stacks, such as the
need to consult a long run of statistics in different files, ask about this in main
reading room and the archive assistant will phone the head archivist of the
reading room. In the smaller reading rooms you are likely to get the documents
themselves, while in the main reading room you may receive microfilms. The

smaller reading rooms are usually open 10.00 to 16.00.

Microfilms etc:
There is a considerable amount of material on microfilm / microfiche and the
machines are old, have no reels and are difficult to focus. As a result, there is
heavy competition for the use of a machine that works. It is important to get a
place at one as early in the day as possible. Queues at peak times are likely and
very frustrating if you already have the microfiche / microfilm and nothing to

read as hardcopy. The quality of documents may be poor.

Photocopying:
Ask the archive assistant in the Reading room. Photocopying is VERY
SLOW, so order early - it will take at least one week (and much longer if the
photocopying machine is out of order). Requests have to be submitted on a
special form (see Appendix 1) - list each page or set of pages. Payment is in
roubles, and will cost approx. 50c / 30p per sheet. There is an official maximum
limit of 300 sheets, but this is not always adhered to. Officially also a cnpaBka
should be issued to allow you to take the copies out of the archive, but this is not

always done.

Computers:
It is possible to use a laptop computer and you should declare this when you
register to use the archive. If you fail to declare your computer on registration
you will need to write for permission to use it to the director. The pa3pemenne
is issued for one month only, and must be renewed thereafter. You will need an

adaptor.

Temperature: Can be cold, except for the summer months.

Food: A crosnoBas and a yder have been operating in recent years, but these are not
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always open. Prices are very reasonable. Be prepared to queue. You may take
your own food and eat in the garden outside. It is usually possible to eat your
own food in the canteen or buffet if you buy tea, etc.

Bags etc:
Whether you will be allowed to take your bags and coat into the Reading Room
depends on the militia man — some will allow you to take bags, briefcases and
coats into the reading room, others will not (even when it is cold). There is a
cloakroom; it is not monitored, but is generally safe. A plastic carrier bag will be

allowed in more readily than a briefcase.

Toilets:
These have recently been refurbished. Turn right at the bottom of the stairs from
the Reading Room. Go through a door to the right and downstairs. There are also
some toilets in the stacks. You are advised to take your own toilet paper and
soap.
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GAREF Reading Room 2 (formerly TsGA RSFSR)

Address: 121833 Mocksa, bepexxkoBckast HabepexHas 26
tel. 240-33-13

Opening Times:

Official opening times (November 2002) are listed as:
Monday, Wednesday, Friday: 10.00 - 18.00
Tuesday, Thursday: 14.00 - 20.00

Actual opening times may vary throughout the year.

Closed: Saturday and Sunday; first working day of the month; whole of August
and September

How to get there:

1) From KueBckasi metro take any bus (nos. 119 or 91) or trolleybus (nos.
17 or 34) just outside the station; get off at the fourth stop (opposite
Novodevichii); stop is called ‘IlaTenTHoe BenomcTBO . Buses and trolleybuses
are very crowded - stay near the door and don’t bother trying to get a seat. A lot
of people get off at this stop.

2) From CnoptuBHnas metro walk past the Novodevichii convent and over
the bridge (rather a nice walk if the weather is OK).

3) From main GARF walk down Y. Boabmas Iuporosckasi towards
Novodevichii cemetery; cross the footbridge over the river. The archive is
‘under’ the bridge about 20 yards back to the left towards KueBckasi and 50

yards back from river.

First visit:
Your main GARF nmpomyck will get you past the door, but you have to fill in

another questionnaire (aHkeTa).

Ordering materials:
In the past, readers have been asked to include the number of pages of each
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aeno, but this information has not been requested more recently. You can order
up to 18 files and these can take up to two days to be delivered. If the archive

assistant is not busy, she may fetch these for you immediately.

General:
This is a very nice place to work. The atmosphere is relaxed and the archivist is
very helpful and friendly. It is a small room and not many people work there. It
is generally warm. You can help yourself to your materials if the archive
assistant on duty is absent (as long as she has not locked the door to her room).
There is only one microfilm reader, but most people work from original

documents.
Food:
No food is available for purchase at the archive. You are allowed to eat your own

food in the reading room. Facilities are available to make a cup of tea.

Toilets: Clean. The toilets have toilet roll, soap and a hand drier.
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RGAE: Russian State Archive of the Economy (formerly TsGANKh)
PI"AD: Poccuiickuii I'ocynapcrBennslii Apxus DxoHomukH (formerly HITAHX CCCP)

Address: 119817 Mocksa, yin. b. [luporosckas 17
tel. 245-26-64, or for the Reading Room: 245-81-17; FAX: 246-48-56

email: rgae@mail.magelan.ru

Director: E. A. Tropuna (tel.: 246-48-56)

Note: Although organisationally separate, this archive shares facilities with the
main GARF and one mpomyck entitles you to use both GARF and
RGAE. See previous entry on GARF Reading Room 1 for general
details. Most of the comments above apply to RGAE, but photocopying
tends to be faster. Staff are generally helpful and efficient.

Publication:
C. B. IlpacnoBa, A. K. Cokonos, E. A. Twopuna, Y. Yeiiz u 1. bypac (pexn.),
Poccutickuii T'ocyoapcmeennviii Apxue Ixonomuxu. Ilymesooumens mom 1.
Kpamxuii cnpasounux ponoos (M., 1994)
[Baykov Library, reference section: HC 331.R; Bodleian Library: R.D00666;
British Library: YA 1995.b.1496]

Opening Hours:
Monday, Wednesday: 12.00 -20.00
Tuesday, Thursday: 10.00 - 18.00
Friday 10.00 - 16.00.
Closed: Saturday and Sunday; first working day of each month; whole of
August.
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RGASPI: Russian State Archive of Social and Political History

PI'ACPU: Poccuiickuit ['ocymapctBenHblii  ApxuB  ConmanbsHo-Ilonntudeckoit
Hcropun

(formerly RTsKhIDNI: Russian Centre for the Preservation and Study of Documents of

Recent History, founded on the basis of TsPA IML)

This archive now houses the Komsomol Archive.

Address: 103821 Mocksa, bonpmias JimurpoBka 15
tel. 229-97-26; fax: 292-90-17

email: rchidnil@online.ru
Director: K. M. Annepcos (tel. 229-97-26)

Publications:
Jx. A. T'ertu u B. I1. KosnoB (pen), PLUXU/[HU: Kpamxuii nymegooumeins.:
@oHobl U  Koanekyuu, cobpanuvie LlenmpanbHbIM NAPMUUHBLIM  APXUBOM
(Blagovest Ltd, Moscow, 1993)
[Baykov Library, reference section: CD 1713R; Bodleian Library: M95.D00278;
British Library: YA. 1994.b.1348; Glasgow University Library: Sov Stud A4
1993-K]

K. M. Annepcod (. pen.), [Iymegsooumens no ¢hoHoam u KOIIEeKYUAM JTULHO2O
npoucxoxcoernuss (M., PUXUIHU, 1996)

[Glasgow University Library: Politics Bibliog. Z65 1996-R]

See also: O. B. HaymoB, ‘Bormpocsl goctymna, MoJib30BaHUSI U UCTOJIb30BaHUS

nokymentoB PUXWJHW’, Omeuecmeennvie apxuswi, 1996, no. 2, pp. 3-9.

Opening times:

Monday: 12.00 - 20.00
Wednesday: 10.00 —17.30
Friday : 9.30-16.00

Closed: Tuesday and Thursday; Saturday and Sunday
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How to get there:
a) From OxorHbin psig metro, either walk up TBepckasi and the archive is
behind the statue of FOpwuit [lonropykwuii to the right; or walk up Boabmasn

JimutpoBka (quieter) and the archive is on the left.

b) From TBepckas metro, walk down TBepckas and the archive is behind the

statue of FOpuii Jlonropyxwii to the left.

The entrance to the building is on boabmas JImutpoBka (i.e on the other side

of the building from the statues of FOpuii Jlonropykwuii and Lenin).

First visit:
Show your official letter to the militsioner on the ground floor, who will arrange
for you to go up to Reading Room to get ticket, or you may have to ring the

Reading Room from the public phone beside the desk.

How to find materials:
Lists of ¢onawl are on display in reading room. Ask the Reading Room

attendant for the relevant ommeu from these.

Ordering materials:
On the application form write the mesia numbers on the same line. This archive
insists that you reuse your order slips until every line has been used. Material

ordered on Wednesday usually arrives by 9.30 on Friday.

Obtaining materials:
Ask the reading room supervisor if your material has arrived. You will be shown
a box (koHteiiHep) or safe (ceii¢p) that is allocated to you in the store
(xpanenue), a room near the reading room. You will need to remember the
number and collect the key from the glass case in the reading room each time
you use the material. The store room is kept locked. The key is kept on the

reading room desk and can be taken to use if nobody is there.

Further material will arrive in your box /safe and all new material must be

logged with the reading room supervisor the first time it is used.

N.B: 1) There is a form inside each meso which has to be completed on the use

made of the file. This is for the benefit of future researchers, and the
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archivist is quite strict on the completion of this. Indicate pages used and

notes taken, mocMoTp, BLINMCKH, etC.

2) Comintern materials can be ordered. They will not be delivered to the
main reading room on the fifth floor, but to Room 413 on the fourth floor
instead, though nobody will tell you this. To read them you have to re-
register with the head of the Comintern section of the archive. Opening
hours of Comintern reading room: 10.00-17.00 (except Fridays 10.00-
16.00).

Microfilms etc: Quality of documents is better than at main GARF.

Photocopying: $1 a page.

Food: The crosoBas on the ground floor is open 12.00 to 14.00 for lunch but
get there early (12.00) to avoid queues. Quality is generally good. The

cafe is open all day for snacks.

Toilets: OK.
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RGALI: Russian State Archive of Literature and Art (formerly TsGALI)

(PTAJIN: Poccuiickuii ['ocynapcTBeHHBIN ApXUB JIUTEPATyphl U UCKYCCTBA):

Address: 125212 Mocksa, yn. Beiboprckas 3, kor. 2
tel. 159-75-13

email: rgali@satel.ru

Director: T. M. T'opsieBa (159-76-85)

Publications:
C. UlymuxuH (penakrop-coCTaBUTEND), Kpamkuii nymegooumens no Ovleuiemy
cneyxpany PI'AJIA: no cocmosanuio na 1 okmaopa 1993, (M., PUAJIN, 1994)
[Bodleian Library; British Library: YA 1995.b.7818]
S. Shumikhin (ed.), Archives d’Etat de Russie de littérature et d’art (Paris,
Institut d’études slaves, 1994)
[Glasgow University: Gen Ref AR 695 ARC 3]

Opening Times:
Monday to Thursday: 9.00-17.00
Friday: 9.00-15.00

Closed: Saturday and Sunday; whole of August.

How to get there:
Nearest metro station: Boansiii ctaguon. Go out of the metro exit by the last
carriage coming from the centre; turn left out of the metro and go down ymuna
aagmupana MakapoBa, cross over the road and turn right (not left - ul.
Vyborgskaya is deceptive). The archive entrance (moawbe3n) is round the back of
the building.

First visit: ~ Show your official letter and passport to the militsioner at the door. Most
foreign visitors seem to get an interview with the director, but this ‘is certainly
nothing for nervous Russian speakers to worry about, as she is sweet’. A pass is
issued without problems. Some people get asked for photos for their mpomyck,

but there seems no logic to this. Take one along just in case.
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Later visits: Show your mpomyck. Passport is asked for occasionally. Many people
seem to leave their mpomyck in the box on the table as you go in, but it does not

appear to be compulsory.

Finding materials: omucu are kept in archivist’s office and you can simply help
yourself to the ones needed (a wonderful system!). They are in numerical order,
but if one is not in its place there does not seem to be a systematic way of
locating it. Up to ten files (mesi0) can be ordered at a time, and these are usually
available after three days. One recent visitor reported: the staff didn’t cause any
problems about keeping orders rolling and will give you hundreds of files all at
once if you’re not careful. Materials available on microfilm tend to be quicker
and are often available the next day. There is a pretty comprehensive catalogue
(subjects and people), but the room where it is located is freezing cold in winter,

and most people can stand it for only ten minutes at most.

Computers: Not allowed.

Photocopying: Expensive. The usual rate appears to be $2 per page, but some people
have been charged more. Generally efficient - can take a week, but often less.

Note: The reading room is very small and usually full by lunchtime. Get there early,
especially if you want to find a microfilm reader that works. When choosing a
table in the reading room, go for one with two power points if you want to plug
your lamp in as well as the microfilm reader (there are only a few such tables in

the whole room).

Food: None available at the archive.

Toilets: Not too good.
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AVP RF: Foreign Policy Archive of the Russian Federation (This is an archive of the
Foreign Ministry)
(ABII PO: Apxus BHemHel nonutuku Poccuiickoit @enepanun)

Address: 121200 Mocksa, ITnotaukos nep. 11
tel. 241 04 80; fax. 244 44 11

Director:

How to get there: From CmoJienckas metro walk up the Arbat (with MacDonald’s on
the left; go down the second road on the right. There is no street name, but there
is a shop on the corner (though its name has now been taken down) facing you as
you walk up the Arbat, and a post box on the other corner. The archive is a large
building with slit windows in the side, on the right as you walk towards it. There
is no name on the building but the number is on it. It is just past the Arbat Hotel

before reaching I'arapun nepeynok on the other side of the road.

Opening Times:
Monday to Thursday: 10.00 - 17.00
Friday: 10.00 - 15.00
It sometimes closes earlier on a Friday.

Closed: Saturday and Sunday; last Friday in the month (canuTapusblii 1eHb).

Applying for entry to the Archive:
You need to apply in advance for entry to: Dr. V. L. Lebedev, Director,
Department of History and Records, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian
Federation, Moscow 121200. Tel. and fax: 244-44-11.
The application should be copied to: Igor V. Bukharkin, President, International
Diplomatic Archives Association. Gogolevskii bul. 16, Moscow 12019. Tel:
241-49-31; Fax: 230-21-30.
When applying for entry you should state your name, position, any publications,
experience of working in archives, dates of visit to Russia and theme for work in
the archive, specifying the name of the ¢ona you wish to use if known.
It takes at least one month to secure permission from the Foreign Ministry but
they do not inform you of the decision. Check that you have received permission

through the International Diplomatic Archives Association.

First visit: Admission is by passport. The militsioner on the door keeps a list of those
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authorised to use the archive.

Finding materials: You will not be allowed to see onmmcn although there is a list of
¢onasl that can be consulted. The archive will produce material on your theme
and you can order more material on the theme. If you have references try using

them to order documents.
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RGVA: Russian State Military Archive (formerly Central State Archive of Soviet
Army and Central State Archive of Red Army) Contains materials up to 1941.

(PT'BA: Poccuiickuii I'ocynapctBenHblit BoeHHbIl ApX1B)

Address: 125221 Mocksa, yi. Anmupana Makaposa 29
tel. 159-80-91, and Reading Room: 159-85-23; FAX: 159-85-04

email: rgvarchive@mtu-net.ru

Director: B. H. Ky3ennukoB

Publications:
Ilymesooumenw. [Jenmpanvhuiii ['ocyoapcmeennviti Apxue Cosemckoii Apmuu.
21t1. (Mct-Bbio npecc, 1992)
M. B. Creranues (pen.), Annomupoganmwiil nepeverv ¢onoos Llenmpanvrozo

2ocyoapcmeennozo apxusa Cosemcrxoui Apmuu. 211. (M., HT'ACA, 1987)

Opening Times:
Monday to Thursday: 10.00 —17.00
Friday: 10.00 — 16.00

Closed: Saturday and Sunday; last Friday of the month

How to get there:
From Boauwblii craamon metro, go out of the station via the exit by the last
carriage (coming from the city centre); turn left out of the metro and go down
yauna agmupana Makaposa. After about 15 minutes walk, passed a couple of
five storey buildings on the right, you will see the RGVA’s modern complex of
buildings.

First visit:
Hand in your letter of introduction and show your passport at the Gropo
npomyckoB on your right after the entrance. You will then receive a reader’s
card. N.B. A photo is required. Proceed to the reading room on the second
floor.
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How to find materials:

A careful reading of the guidebook mentioned above is recommended as early as
possible in the research project. There is usually a copy available in the reading
room. The reading room also has several other guidebooks or lists of holdings.
Declassification has been on-going since 1992 and lists of declassified ¢ponab
are available in the reading room. It is advisable to send a letter in advance
indicating what you will be working on and materials may be prepared for you.
The staff are generally helpful and knowledgeable.

N.B. Much of the material is still not declassified, and the RGVA often requires

that a research project should pay for the declassification of material.

Orders:
Usually available next day.

Microfilms:
Much of the material has been microfilmed, but most of the microfilm readers

are very old.

Photocopying:
A separate department deals with requests for copies. Prices listed are for
Russian citizens only. Prices for foreigners depend on the material, and are
generally high.
N.B. In 1994 there was a quota of not more than 125 photocopies per researcher

per year.

Computers:
Can be used but must be mentioned on mpomyck. A universal plug is required.

Food: None available at the archive. You are advised to take your own food. A modern
supermarket with food and sometimes sandwiches has opened in the block on
Jlenunrpazackuit mpocrnekT. Go out of the archive turn to the right and go down
Beiboprekas ynuna and the shop is on the corner. There may be kiosks by

Bonnsrii ctamuon metro selling decent foodstuffs.

Toilets: Poor.

Other points:
Security (pass controls, bag checks, etc) is tight.
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RGANI: Russian State Archive of Recent History (formerly TsKhSD: Centre for the
Preservation of Contemporary Documentation)

(PTTAHMU: Poccuiickuii rocy1apCTBEHHbII apXyUB HOBEHILIEH HCTOPUH)

Address: 103132 Mocksa, yi. Mnbnnka 12
tel. 206-50-30, and Reading Room: 206-38-15; FAX: 206-23-21

email: puzanova la@gov.ru

Director: H. I'. Tomununa (tel. 206-50-06)

The archive was established in 1991 on the basis of the archive of the General
Department of the Central Committee of the CPSU. The building also accommodates

the Russian Archive Administration.

Publications:
. U. KynapsBues (coct.), Apxusu Kpemns u Cmapoti niowaou. JJoxymenmol no
"oeny KIICC" (HoBocubupck, Cubupckuii xpororpad, 1995 )
[Glasgow University Library: Sov.Stud. q AE 1995-K].

This brings together within one volume the guide published in two parts as an
annex to Mcmopuueckuii apxus, 1993, nos 1 and 2; the introduction appeared
separately as ‘lokymentsl Cekperapuata u [lomur6ropo LIK KIICC B LIXCJT’,
Omeuecmaennvie apxusst, 1993, no. 2, pp. 82-90. See also ‘K co3manuto Llentpa
XpaHEHUs COBpEMEHHOW AOoKyMeHTauuu’, Hoeas u nosetiwas ucmopus, 1992,
no. 2, pp. 198-202; ‘Ilpesentauus: LUIXCH’, Omeuecmesennvie apxuswt, 1992, no.
2, p. 12; ‘HoBelit apxuB - ucropukam’, Kenmasgp, 1992, July-August, pp. 132-7;
and a news report in M36ecmus, 25 February 1992, p. 7.

Opening Times:
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday: 9.30-17.00

It may be possible to gain access on other weekdays to use material already

ordered depending on the discretion of the reading room staff.

How to get there:
From KwuTaii-ropoa metro, walk towards the archive in the same direction as the Kremlin.
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First visit: Telephone the reading room (JIro60Bsr MuxaiinoBHa) from the entrance.

Admission is granted on the basis of an official letter and passport.

Later visits: Show mpomyck and passport.

Finding materials:
Onucu are made available by reading room staff. Note that a large proportion of
the files are still classified. The collection in most active use is Fond 89, based
on the archive of the General Department of the CPSU Central Committee;
Kudryavtsev’s guide lists about 6000 documents which are held by the archive,
dating from 1919 to 1992 with concentrations in the years 1956, 1976, 1979,
1981 and 1986-88 and with a particularly large number of documents for 1980
(about 600), 1989 (450), 1990 (1000) and 1991 (over 670).
N.B. Fond 89 is now available to Western researchers on microfilm from
Chadwyck-Healey (Fond 89: The Communist Party on Trial, 25 reels including
index).
Other holdings in the Archive stem from the holdings of the General Department
of the Central Committee of the CPSU CC as of 20 August 1991, including
documents of the CPSU Central Committee and its organs, the Central Control
Committee, and the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the RSFSR.
In addition, there is an archive of letters and communications from ordinary
citizens to the CC, and an archive of the personal documents of all party
members and of nomenklatura officials whose appointments were confirmed at
CC level. There were about 29 million individual files at the time of the
establishment of the archive, together with about 20 million pages of documents
that had still to be inventoried. In all cases the documents relate for the most part
to the period 1952 to 1991.

Computers: Appear to be allowed.

Photocopying: Expensive at $1 per page.

General:  The reading room is large with splendid and very large portraits of Marx

and Lenin, but the most suitably equipped tables are soon occupied.

Food: There is a buffet on the ground floor, which is good by local standards.

Toilets: Good by local standards.
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Appendix 1

Samples of Archive Documents:

Sample of official letter with translation to gain admission to Archive
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Samples of passes issued by Archives
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Sample of ‘Anketa’

Juwhpe deao N,

AHEETA
WecAoBaT=A, pAfOTANErD B YHTANEHOM 08

l. DasAme, M, oTIeErTme
1 [af poseHHa

3. Mpam@aHETEO
4, MecTo pafoTel M ICIKHOCTS [HAIBAHAE yHREMLSHHA, AApec X pemeqoun)

5. OSpaionarme, YSEMA CTEMEHL, THAHHE
&, JaumMancs m panss 0 DA PO 1w gora

T, OcponaHie M4 TPOBST=HIA HCLTETORAHME (HANPARNEHNS KAKCH OPTAHHTAUMM LI 00
AHAHGMY JAARTEHHED )
5. Hamanue TEwkl, KAPOHDAOCHYECHHE TAMEH

9. Iens padoTsl
[0, Tomanani Agpes 1 Tamnegon

ARt cT0-COrTaleHHe”

A, (haMATHE, HMA, OTYSITEO)

aIHAROMIEH ¢ JeficTByIuME TIpasMmamy paSoTel SHTAMLHOTD 3403 H YRSIOMEEH O TOM,
wre Tocymaperenssiit apuss Pocciickod DEICpauMH NPEASCTABMAET MHE ADKYMEHTS!
In% pafoTh HEXIOHMHTEILHD N0 JAARMEHHLIM MAOK WM.

[Tpi NyGIHEALMA TOKYMEHTOB ADKHEA 0GRIYI-Ch ABATE TOYHAE CCBUKE HA MECTD
ApaHeHHA, CTABHTL APXHD 8 HIBECTHOCTE O MpelfOMArdcmbix AySOHELLHES, 4 TREGHE
uHpopMiposats [A PO o Beimsmunz 3 cseT MySIHEKaLARL.

[l Henonssosanmy sokymentod CA PO ofmayiocs GectnaTis NPEIocTaBNTL QAU
INIEMIULAD ABTOPEDETaTa QHCCEpTIINN, CTATRH, KHHTH W T KA GubnHarpadueyecsy i
COIPABKY B 4HTANBHBG 340 APRHEI.

Hecy noniyi GTEETCTSCHHOCTE 13 TOMHOCTh BOCTPOHIRQICTEL HTH UHTHEOBAHAA
JOEYMENTSD APKHEA, 3 THKEE 13 M HHTERNPETILHK.

B cayeae sapymenns [lpaswn paGoThi 4MTAABHOCS JAnd A [OTOR HECTH
STRETSTRENHOCTS M 20IMecTHTS [A PO mopanbHwil 1 MATEDHANL A YHLed.

H i 19_r. | [oanMes

3acBMOETETECTBCBAHO  (JOTRHOCTE #  MOROHCH  COTPYEKHKZ  ApRisa)
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Sample of application form for archive materials
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Sample of application form for photocopving of archive materials
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Appendix 2

B apxuse
B I'ocynapcrBennom apxuse Poccuiickoit denepanuun

Ilepswiii dens pabomei:
AHHa acnupanTka bupmunremckoro ynusepcutera. OHa npuexana B MockBy Ha
KYPCBI PYCCKOTO SI3bIKa, OPraHU3yeMble OJJHUM U3 MOCKOBCKHUX MHCTHUTYTOB, YTOOBI
YCOBEPLIEHCTBOBATH CBOE 3HAHME PYCCKOTO SA3bIKA; KPOME TOr0, HaxXoas1ch B Mockse,
OHa X04eT BOCIoib30BaTbest Poccuiickoii 'ocynapctBennoii bubnmorekoii (ObIBIIEH
bubnunorekoit umenn Jlenuna), ans cocraBneHus: oudnuorpaduu mo remMe cBoei
Hay4HOH paboThl, a TaKkke MOpadoTaTh B apXUBaX.

AHHa )KMBET Ha YaCTHOM KBapTHUpE, HEJAIEKO OT LieHTpa ropoaa. Heckonbko
JHEW oHa yxe paborana B JICHMHKe, a CETOHS pelaeT NOWTH MopadoTaTh B
apxuBax. Eil uzBectHo, uto B '’AP®e MHOr0 MHTEpecHOro Marepuana. OHa BCTAaET
paHo U, BBIAIA U3 KBapTUPBI, caguTcs B MeTpo. Coiiast Ha ctaHiuu "®pyH3eHckas",
OHa [TOJIHUMAETCS Ha 3CKAJIATOPE HA MOBEPXHOCTh. BhIiiAs U3 METPO Ha yJMIly, OHA
[IOBOpPA4YMBAET HAJIEBO U UAET IPUMEPHO JECATh MUHYT 10 3/1aHHUS Ha YIIIy YJIULBl, B
KOTOpOM pa3Meraercst apxuB. OHa BXOAUT B BECTUOIONb U HANPABIISETCS HAIIPABO, K
OKOILICUKY B CTEHE, 32 KOTOPBIM CHUJUT KECHIIMHA.
-5l acnupanTKa U3 AHIJIMHU U Xo4y nopadorars B FAP®e.
-JlaiiTe, MOKaJIyHCTA, NACHOPT U MHUCbMO.
AwnHa nepenaér eif cBoe opHUIMaIbHOE MUCHMO U TACIIOPT.
JKenmyHa BHIIUCHIBAET PA30BBIN IPOIYCK.
- Xopowo. Bozsmute 31y popmy. Bam Ha0 NOAHATHCH HABEPX B IVIABHbINI
YHMTAJIbHBIN 3aJI, 2 TAM HA/10 3ANOJTHAUTH AHKETY, YTO0bI MOJIYy4YUTH IMOCTOSIHHBIN
NPOINYCK.
-Jla. Cnacu6o 3a nomousb.

B wumanvnom sane:

AHHa IOIXOIUT K MIJIMLIMOHEPY U MTOKa3bIBET CBOM Pa30BBIN MIPOIYCK U
nacnopT. OHa MOJHUMAETCS BBEPX 110 JIECTHULIE U BXOJIUT B YHTAJIbHBIN 3ai1. DTO
OosbIIasi KOMHATa U, XOTS €Ille paHO, HECKOJIBKO UCCIIEA0BATENCH y)Ke CUIAT 3a
CTOJIaMH, CKJIOHUBIINCH HAaJ TOKyMEHTaMU U IPYTMMH MaTeprajlaMu. boapmHCTBO
U3 HUX MOJIB3YIOTCA IPOSKTOPAMHU JJIsl YTEHHSI MUKPO(UIBMUPOBAHHBIX MaTEPHAJIOB.

OHa noaXOouT K MPaBOMY OKOIIKY, I'/1€ CUIAUT I€XKYPHbII apXUBUCT, U
[IOKA3bIBAET CBOE MMUCHMO.

-5l acnupanTKa U3 AHIVINK M X041y nopadorats B AP®e.
-3anmoJIHUTe 3TY AaHKeTY, NMOKAJIYHCTA.

Oma 3aroyHsAeT aHKeTy ¥ BO3BpaInaeT e€ CoTpyaHuKy. JKeHmna 6epér
aHKETy U OerJIo MPOCMaTpPUBAET €e.

-lla, na, Bcé B nopsiake. Bam nocrosstHHbIN nponyck 0yaer roros 3aBTpa. S mory
BaM JaTh Pa30Bblii MPONYCK, €CJIH Bbl XOTHTE 3aHUMATBLCS 3/1eCh CeroAHs.
-/la, moxkanyiicra, roBopuT AHHa.

Omna 6epé€T MpoIycK U peraeT cHavyajga 3HAKOMUTBCS ¢ KapTOTEKOH, IS TOTO
9TOOBI COCTABUTH CITUCOK MOJE3HbIX omuceid. Jlo mpue3na B Poccuro ona yxe
COCTaBUJIa CIIUCOK OMMCEN U A€, KOTOPbIE IIOYEPIIHYIA U3 Pa3HbIX HCTOYHHUKOB, B
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TOM YHCJIEC U3 MPOYUTAHHBIX CTATEN U KHUT U Takxke U nyreBoautens s 'APDa,
KOTOPBIN OHa UCIOIb30BalIa B YHUBEPCUTETCKONW OMOIMOTEKeE.

Omna cniuchIBaeT HOMepa Jiell, KOTOphIE € KaxyTcs HanboJiee MHTEPECHBIMHU.
[Totom oHa 3amonHseT TpeOOBAaHUS Ha BbIIaYy JOKYMEHTOB, TIIATEIbHO BHITUCHIBAS
HOMepa JieN Ha OJIaHKe, ITOCIIe Yero oTAaéT TpeOOBaHUS apXUBHCTY.

-/la, na, — TOBOPUT apXUBUCT, IPOBEPSs CIIUCOK, — MaTepuasbl OyayT roroBbI B
NATHULY.

AnHa GepéT BBIIAHHBIN €€ Pa3oBbIil MPOITYCK, T TOKHA OBITh OTMETKA O
MIOCEILIEHUUH apXUBa, U BBIXOJUT U3 apXUBa, I0KA3bIBAsl €M0 MUIUIIMOHEDY.

B nsatHuy Anna Bo3Bpaimiaercst B 'AP® u onath MOJXO0UT K OKOIIKY U
II0JIy4aeT CBOM IOCTOSIHHBIN ITPOIYCK, TOKa3bIBaB MIPOIYCK MIIIMLMOHEPY. OHa
MOJTHUMAETCS J10 TJIABHOTO YMTAJIBHOTO 3aJ1a M BHIOMPAET CTOJ, HA KOTOPOM
OCTAaBJISIET CBOU BEILIH.

OnHa nogXoauT K apXUBUCTY.

-51 3aka3ayia MaTepua/bl BO BTOPHUK. MHe cKka3ajii, 4TO OHH OYAYT rOTOBbI
cerogns. Ckaxure, mokanyiicra, roroBbl JId OHH?

XenmuHa yXoauT U BCKOPE BO3BPAIIAETCS C HECKOJIBKUMH IallKaMH.
-JlaiiTe MHe , mozkanyiicra, Bam nponyck. OHa oTMedeT TpeOOBaHUS U KIaAET X
BMECTE C IIPOILYCKOM B SAIIHUK.

AHHa BO3BpalllaeTCcsl K CBOEMY CTOJIy U IPUHUMAETCA 3a YTEHUE MTOITYy4EHHBIX
MaTepHuaoB.

-Jla, na, IeHCTBUTENIBHO 3/1€Ch MHOTO IIOJIE3HOI0, -- IyMaceT OHa, IPOCMATPUBAsL
cTapble JOKYMEHTBI.
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ITosie3HbIE ciI0Ba

¢donsa - fund

omuchs - list of files

nedo - file

eIMHUIIA XpaHeHu - file

namnka - file or paper folder it is in

aHKeTa - questionnaire

MPOIYCK - pass

BpeMEeHHBIIi MPOIYCK - temporary pass

Pa30Bblii npomyck - one-day pass

TpeGoBaHHe HA BbIIA4Yy JTOKYMEHTOB - request form
caaBaTh - ¢1aTh - to give in (not to use again)
OCTABJIAATH - OCTABHUTH - to leave (for re-use)
YUTAJIbHBII annapar (nmpoexkTtop) - microfilm reader
MHKPO(pUIBM - microfilm

nJjieHka - film

KCepoKc - photocopy

(oToxonus - photocopy

nepemJieTHas - bindery (some files are not available because they are being bound or

microfilmed)



