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Mulqueen, Tara   0:14 

Hi everyone. My name is Dr Tara Mulqueen and I am joined by Dr Rebecca Munro, as 

well as Emma Austin and Robert Bircumshaw from the Central England Law Centre 

and we want to give you a short introduction to Warwick Law in the Community and 

some of the opportunities that we have available for you this year. 

So what is Warwick Law in the Community or LinC? We are a programme within 

Warwick Law School and we organise a series of different kinds of clinical and 

experiential initiatives that involve students contributing to our community through 

different kinds of projects and research. We collaborate with a number of different 

local organisations and we really like to provide students with opportunities to 

volunteer to gain practical experience in law and specifically to contribute to 

advancing social justice. So that's something that links all the different kinds of 

programmes that we do. 

There are a variety of different ways that you can get involved with LinC, and you're 

going hear a little bit more about these opportunities in a moment. We have a 

Strategic Social Justice Clinic as well as an Immigration and Asylum Clinic. 

And there's specific opportunities you can apply for this year. We also run a public 

legal education module that's a year long module that you could look to take in 

future years at Warwick. And we also offer a series of summer internships for 

students who have volunteered on our programmes or taken our module with us. 

 

Munro, Rebecca   1:38 

Great. Thank you, Tara. So I'm going to talk a little bit about the current 

opportunities we've got and what might be involved in them. So firstly, turning to 

our Immigration and Asylum clinic, in terms of our expectations, if you wanted to get 

involved in the programme, you'd be asked to commit three to five hours a week 

during term time. These programmes runs from term one and two. And as part of 

this, you'll be asked to attend clinics in Central England Law Centre in Coventry once 

a fortnight. 

And then in the alternative weeks, you'll be doing research remotely and then in 



terms of the strategic social justice clinic, and you'll also be asked to commit around 

three to five hours per week in terms 1-2 and three. You'll be supervised by Emma 

Austin and me in small regular meetings that we will have on campus. And these 

usually take place on Wednesdays between 12:00 and 3:00. 

So our current opportunities and the eligibility requirements to get involved. So for 

the strategic social justice clinic and that's open to all Warwick law students of any 

stage of their undergraduate degree and also open to all postgraduate students, 

including Masters and PhD students, if you'd like to get involved, the Immigration 

and Asylum Law Clinic is for everyone apart from first year undergraduate students 

just because you require a little bit more experience 

to be involved in the clinic, but we are hoping to open more opportunities around 

immigration and asylum Law for other students to keep an eye out for those. 

And then in terms of how to apply for the strategic social justice clinic and the 

immigration and Asylum Clinic, please submit your CV and cover letter, which 

doesn't need to be more than 300 words to warwicklinc@warwick.ac.uk 

Say in your e-mail which opportunity you're applying for, and if you'd want to apply 

for more than one opportunity, please make sure that you submit separate 

applications for that. 

And indicate a preference for one or the other, and you're welcome to apply for both 

of the clinics, but you'll only be accepted for one of the opportunities and the 

deadline to apply for these is Friday the 4th of October. 

Great. And I'll pass it to Emma Austin to discuss the strategic Social justice clinic. 

 

Emma Austin (CELC)   4:08 

Thank you. So the Strategic Social Justice Clinic is a collaboration between Warwick 

LinC in the law school and Central England Law Centre. So we're the biggest law 

centre in the country and we represent a very diverse community in the West 

Midlands. What we see in our work at the law Centre is 

problems that present themselves over and over again in different clients cases, and 

what we do with the strategic social justice clinic is we look 

not at individual problems happening in one case, but rather problems that are 

repeat issues, repeat problems happen again and again and again. And we look at 

what the underlying systemic issues are that are causing those problems to present 

in in client cases over and over again and we try and develop solutions to those 

problems using public law analysis and rights based approaches. 



Students in the past have been involved in projects covering a wide range of social 

welfare issues. 

Ranging from the rights of refugees to access housing to support for vulnerable 

children from social services to issues around decision making for disability benefits, 

it can be really, diverse range of issues that we that we consider with each project 

that we set up. 

The students who we work with do a broad variety of tasks, including research which 

can include things like submitting Freedom of Information requests, 

engaging in surveys or interviewing frontline organisations or individuals directly, we 

produce a lot of briefings. We try to produce policy influencing resources, we 

produce a lot of public legal education tools or crib sheets that enable organisations 

who are working with vulnerable people or frontline practitioners to  

pursue the law more effectively in relation to some of these issues. 

And we recruit between 12 and 15 students per project. We're running two projects 

each term this year, and we've got some really interesting topics that we're looking 

to work on this year. So please do come and join us. 

 

Munro, Rebecca   6:33 

Great. Thank you, Emma. And we'll pass over to Rob to discuss the Immigration and 

Asylum clinic. 

 

Robert Bircumshaw (CELC)   6:40 

Hi everybody. My name is Robert Bircumshaw. I'm the head of the Immigration team 

and solicitor at Central England Law Centre. 

And what we do in the Immigration and Asylum Clinic is a little bit different to 

Emma's work. Emma's work is more strategic. Our work is more involved in the kind 

of day-to-day issues that clients have. So we ask you to come in to the law centre 

and take instructions from clients. 

Help with applications. 

Help with funding applications and that will be mainly done on a Wednesday 

afternoon. So if perhaps you play lacrosse for the university as one of our students 

did once, then you might want to count count yourselves out. But generally you will 

need to be free on Wednesday afternoons and you'll need to come into the law 

centre every other week. 



Kind of cases that we deal with, they can be kind of complex or they can be 

straightforward, immigration and asylum has both. 

 

 

Robert Bircumshaw (CELC)   7:49 

 

Sorry, I just lost reception for a moment. Other individuals have kindly complex cases 

which take a lot of unpacking. 

So I think sometimes it's a little bit of a shock to the system when we stick you in 

front of clients in your first week, but it's a great way to learn. In the off weeks, we'll 

be looking at asking you to help draft legal aid funding applications or do research. 

Or any kind of other kind of incidental issues or requirements that we might need in 

terms of progressing a client's case. 

We will have some space for research as well, and we'll also have some space 

potentially to work on a couple of other projects, which we will talk about later on. 

But I hope that's given you a flavour and look forward to seeing you at interview. 

 

Munro, Rebecca   8:47 

Thanks, Rob. And then over to Tara to discuss further opportunities. 

 

Mulqueen, Tara   8:53 

Thank you guys so much. So in addition to the opportunities that you've just heard 

about. 

We also have new projects that sometimes start over the course of the year. So 

please do look out for news and updates from us because there might be additional 

opportunities that aren't available yet but will become available later. And then also 

for students who have volunteered with us, we offer internships every year over the 

summer. We recruit for these in term three. So you'll hear about them then. 

To be eligible, as I said, you need to have volunteered with a LinC or clinic project or 

taken the PLE module during your time as a law school student. Just to give you an 

indication, last year we offered six part time paid internships with a number of 

different organisations including the Law Centre. So kind of following up on some of 

the clinic projects, the legal Action Group in London and Law for Life, a national 

public legal education charity. So these have been really good experiences for 

students in the past, have led to employment opportunities and things like that. And 



it's something that we really value being able to offer 

to students who volunteer with us. 

If you have any questions about what we've discussed today, please do feel free to e-

mail us at warwicklinc@warwick.ac.uk or find us in the law school. Also you can check 

out our website which has details of some of our past projects so you can learn a 

little bit about more, more about what we do as well as our research and other 

activities, the addresses on the slide, yeah and do seek us out. e-mail us. Always 

happy to have a chat especially the students who are interested in link and social 

justice. Thanks so much. 


