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This paper reviews some practical debates regarding what is sometimes termed a rights-based approach to development, focusing on contestations over South Africa's constitutional right to water. The paper explores challenges encountered in the process of implementing the right to water, including the South African government's 'Free Basic Water' promise, with municipal supply and pricing in Johannesburg and Durban as case studies. Of central importance are international forces, especially the World Bank and the 

Paris-based water company Suez. Resistance to water injustice has taken interesting forms ranging from direct action protests to autonomist-style reconnections to destruction of meters to a constitutional court challenge aimed at outlawing pre-paid water meters.

