High Theory Low Practice: Where’s the Social Justice?

Abstract

This paper examines the extent to which social justice mandated by the new Constitution of the Sudan is being applied in dealing with the land issues in Blue Nile State and Southern Kordofan State, the two ‘transitional states’ which the Comprehensive Peace Agreement that ended the 23 year civil war in the Sudan in January 2005 provided special arrangements for by a Protocol applicable only to those states. The paper first examines and discusses various attempts to set out what social justice means to political scientists, economists and philosophers, Western as well as Islamic. It then applies the concept to what is happening in the two transitional states in the context of the aftermath of the civil war and in the light of the less than full-hearted commitment to the CPA by the Government of the Sudan. It concludes that there is little prospect of social justice being applied in the Sudan in the immediate future but there are some signs that a new approach to development, governance and society in the Sudan may make some headway in the more distant future and that provides some justification for attempting to work towards social justice on land issues in the two transitional states now.
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