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Abstract:
In The Future of Human Rights (2002), Upendra Baxi proposed a thesis on the steady supplanting of the paradigm of the UDH by a trade-related market-friendly human rights (TRMF) paradigm. There are a number of related sub-claims that are embedded in this overarching thesis. One of these sub-claims is that the UDH paradigm which “assigned human responsibilities to states…to construct, progressively and within the community of states, a just social order, national and global, that will at least meet the basic needs of human  beings,” is being pushed aside to a worrisome extent by an emergent TRMF paradigm that in contrast “denies any significant redistributive role to the state; calls upon the state [and world order] to free as many spaces for capital as possible, initially by pursuing the three-Ds of contemporary globalization: deregulation, denationalization and disinvestment. The objective of this paper is to receive and assess this sub-claim in the important Nigerian context using the available evidence regarding the often intense contestations and confrontations between Nigeria’s politically and economically transitional state and local labor rights activists between 1999 and 2005 as a case study. In the end, the paper argues that this grounded analysis lends much credence to the Baxian theory on this question.
