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 Abstract
Domestic work around the globe is considered as an under-valued activity performed by the disadvantaged social groups of society. It is perceived as work with low economic value and an extension of unpaid household duties that hardly get any recognition for the work performed. Traditionally domestic work in other households has remained a principle way of earning a living for poor women. The vast literature on domestic work demonstrates that across the North-South divide it is mostly women who are involved in domestic service, and it is this gendered nature of the work, which further underestimates it as having no value at all.
 It also shows that Coser’s claim of obsolescence of the occupation of ‘servants’ is too optimistic.
Domestic servitude still exists in the formerly colonial world of the South and has re-emerged in the affluent, capitalist countries of the North. Not only the affluent families in the developed world engage women domestic workers (who migrate to these countries in search of jobs and better living) but women domestic workers are also found in great numbers working in their home countries particularly in developing countries for the middle class and the upper echelons of society.
 
With this background in mind this paper seeks to explore the limits of black letter law as an effective process and mechanism of empowerment for women domestic workers.
 It presents an overview of my work in progress on women domestic workers in Pakistan. In the first section I discuss the conceptual framework of this research, which is based on a non-essentialist perspective that questions the efficacy of law as a tool for empowering women domestic workers in Pakistan.  It examines the feminist theories of law ‘as a process’ and law ‘as a socio-cultural construct’ combined with studies of legal pluralism and Islamic feminist perspectives on women’s work in the light of principle sources of Islamic law. By using this framework, I then link these discussions to my main research hypothesis i.e., to deconstruct the role of law in empowering women domestic workers by exploring the relationship between law, gender and social change in a plural legal society. 

In the second section, I attempt to link up findings from the field with the theoretical framework, which provides the basis for carrying out empirical research. Following the grounded theory methodology, 
  I critically analyse the on ground realities by identifying the plurality of laws that affect women’s lives in a legally pluralistic country like Pakistan. I emphasise that the issue of women domestic workers can be addressed in a more effective way, by looking into the lived realities of women workers’ lives through listening to their voices and experiences.
   In the same section, I discuss some of the key issues that have emerged from the discussions/interviews with women domestic workers, employers, activists, academics/researchers and government officials. 

The final section suggests a way forward by looking into legal and non- legal strategies for improving the position of women domestic workers in Pakistan. I argue that recognition and implementation of equal rights for women domestic workers in the workplace through labour legislation will only be effective as a strategy when used in conjunction with other socio-economic and political interventions. 
� Some examples of thriving feminist literature on Global domestic workers are Ehrenreich, B and Hochschild A.R. (2003) (ed) Global Women: Nannies and maids in Global Economy, Great Britain: Granta Books. Silvera, M.  (1989).Silenced: Talks with working class Caribbean women about their lives and struggles as Domestic Workers in Canada, Sister Vision Black Women and Women of Colour Press, Anderson, B. (1993) Britain's Secret Slaves: An Investigation into the Plight of Overseas Domestic Workers, London: Anti Slavery International and Kalayaan.. Parrenas, R S. (2001). Servants of Globalization: Women, Migration and Domestic Work, Stanford, California: Stanford University Press, Sanjek, R and Colen, S. (ed) ‘At work in homes: Household Workers in World Perspective,’ American Ethnological Society Monograph Series, Number 3, 1990.Chang, G. (2000) Disposable Domestics: Immigrant Women Workers in the Global Economy.   South End Press, Cambridge, Massachusetts.. Sotelo, P.H., (2001) Domestica: Immigrant Workers cleaning and caring in the shadows of affluence, Berkeley, Los Angeles, and London: University of California Press. Widge, A.(1995) Women in the informal Sector: Multi Disadvantages of Domestic Workers, New Delhi, Indian Social Institute.  Christine B.N (1998) In Service and Servitude Female Foreign Domestic Workers and the Malaysian 'Modernity' Project, New York: Columbia University Press. Jacklyn, C. (1989) Maids and Madams: Domestic Workers under Apartheid. London: The Women's Press, Arat Koc, S. ‘From Mothers of the Nation to Migrant Workers’ in Bakan, A. B and Stasiulis,(ed), Not One of the family Foreign domestic workers in Canada, Toronto: University of Toronto Press,1997, Langewin, L and Belleau, M.C. (2000). ‘Trafficking in Women in Canada: A critical analysis of the legal framework Governing Live-In Care-Givers and Mail Order brides,’ Quebec: Status of Women Canada . 





� Coser, L. (1973) “Servants: The obsolescence of an Occupational Role.” Social Forces 52(1):31-40.


� Studies conducted in South Africa, India, Bangladesh, United States Of America, United Kingdom, Thailand, Gulf countries to name a few suggest the fact, that in both developed and developing countries  it is mostly women who are engaged  as domestic workers and how they work for extremely low wages and under unsafe exploitative work conditions. Migration of domestic workers from developing countries to the rich countries in the world has gain momentum in the past ten to fifteen years. As compared to local workers these are comparatively educated women from urban areas that migrate and are over qualified as domestic workers.  While discussing the case of migrant women workers from the Third world countries to the First World,  Ehrenreich B, in her book “Global woman: nannies maids and sex workers in the new economy” aptly points out that the migration of domestic workers suggests an “extraction of love and care”, which these global workers bring along with their physical power to serve the families in the First World can be named as a new form of exploitation, that cannot be measured and quantified.





� Pakistan is a Third world Muslim country with an estimated population of 144 million and a per capita income of $440. Formerly a part of British colonial India, Pakistan came into being on August 14th 1947 as a result of the efforts of freedom movement in the subcontinent for a separate homeland for the Muslims of India.





� The conceptual roots of grounded theory lie in the pioneering works of Glaser and Strauss who defended qualitative research in contrast to the quantitative method which, was formerly considered as the only systematic form of social research. �Grounded theory approach is also used by Scandinavian and African scholars such as Tove Stang Dahl, Anne Hellum and Julie Stewart respectively. 


� Feminist researchers also emphasise on women’s lived experiences. They are of the view that experience can be a source of knowledge because the experiences of men and women are different from each other. Class, gender, race and ethnicity all affect men and women differently.  They also look into the theoretical as well as policy and action framework in the interest of realizing social justice for women.   For a detailed study of feminist research practice see Maynard, M and Purvis, J (1994) Researching Women’s Lives from a Feminist Perspective, London: Taylor and Francis. Fanow, M. & Cook, J,A. “Knowledge and women’s interest: Issues of Epistemology and Methodology in Feminist Social research” in Nielsen, J, M., (1990) Feminist Research Methods: Exemplary readings in Social Sciences, Boulder, San Francisco &London: West View Press. Reinharz, S. (1992) Feminist Methods in Social Research ,New York: Oxford University Press.





