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Abstract

This paper will link the human rights expectations and agendas imposed from above with the grounded realities of the daily lives of the women and girls, also men and boys, in the notional village. The paper will seek to show the way in which as targeted objects of human rights agendas and initiatives such people are exploited by often well meaning human rights activists while being ‘thoughtlessly’ ignored as agents of their own change. A critical review of so called development agendas and the processes of their conceptualization and implementation as human rights concerns will be undertaken.  

The paper will engage with Article 14 of the CEDAW which sets out aspirations to inform development agendas for rural women and with, in particular Article 19, the recently ratified Protocol to the African Charter on Human and People’s Rights on the Rights of Women in Africa. 

The data that informs this paper is drawn from the research work carried out at the Southern and Eastern African Regional Centre for Women’s Law at the University of Zimbabwe (SEARCWL, UZ) by students on the regional Masters in Women’s Law programme. The content, of its own accord, coalesced as I traveled around a number of Southern and Eastern African countries supervising students on the programme who were carrying out their home based field research for their Masters dissertations. Almost from the start of my trip there was a niggling concern at the back of my mind as to who or what was driving development agendas and how priorities were set, who set them and the criteria used to determine priorities? It is largely fortuitous that the organizers of the Human Rights and Global Justice Conference asked me to present something on the topic Recognition and Redistribution, fortuitous because it has forced me to tackle the disquiet that currently inhabits my mind following my trip.  

