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Abstract

The question of how digital health is regulated has become increasingly important within debates on
technology, inequality and global health. While digital health is frequently celebrated for its capacity to
expand access, build resilient systems and advance equity, scholars have raised critical concerns about its
role in reproducing asymmetries of power. The potential for reproducing rather than curbing inequality is
particularly relevant for the Global South. This Special Issue of the International Journal of Law in Context
interrogates the ways in which digital health infrastructures, regulatory frameworks and transnational data
flows are constitutive of coloniality and neoliberal capitalism. Bringing together socio-legal, feminist and
decolonial perspectives, the contributions examine regulation as a terrain in which vulnerabilities,
exclusions and structural inequalities are reinforced. Against the celebratory rhetoric of innovation, this
collection situates regulation as a key site for understanding the entanglement of digital health with broader
histories of coloniality and capitalism.
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