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• Five-year action research project exploring the gendered factors that 
contribute to educational success for young people in Haryana, India.

• Haryana experiences significant gender-based practices that affect the ability 
of young people to access and remain within the education system, and to 
progress into higher education. 

• The project therefore focuses on gendered social relations and gender 
differences in choices, obstacles and opportunities for young people as they 
progress through the education system, and ultimately intends to devise 
project actions that can bring about positive social change. 

• We are focusing on one state in order to understand the state mechanisms 
and contextual nuances.

• This presentation focuses on the pilot research in year 2 of the project (Feb 
2018).

Fair Chance for Education: Gendered Pathways to 
Educational Success in Haryana



• Collaborative working groups:

• Core project group
• Ann Stewart, Emily Henderson, with Julie Mansuy (University of Warwick)

• Manish Jain (Ambedkar University Delhi)

• Nandini Manjrekar (TISS Mumbai)

• Nidhi Sabharwal (NIEPA)

• Research advisory group comprising experts in the field of gender and education

• Consultative group including scholars working across Education Studies, 
Women’s and Gender Studies, Human Rights and Socio-legal Studies, including 
early career researchers. Project visits to UK and India to develop collaborations

• Two doctoral scholarships for Indian students to gain a PhD from Warwick

• The project is designed around principles of collaborative research, and it is integral 
to the investigative team's research philosophy that the project is beneficial to as 
many different groups as possible.

Structure of the Project



• Tierney and Sabharwal (2016) ‘Social Ecology of HE’

• Traditional Public University-Federal – Central Government funded, Open deemed universities
• Traditional Public University – state funded
• Traditional Private University – private 
• Publicly supported public colleges – Government colleges
• Publicly supported private colleges – Private aided colleges
• Privately Supported private colleges – Private unaided colleges 

• In India, there are no widening participation programmes as such. Instead, the Indian Higher 
education is guided by constitutional provisions to practice Affirmative Action (popularly called the 
Reservation system). 

• Reservation system ensures that 15% of the seats in all courses are reserved for students from 
Scheduled Caste (SC) or Dalit families, 7.5% for students from tribal (ST) communities, 27% for 
students from Other Backward Castes (OBCs) and some for children of freedom fighters, students 
with disabilities and students whose parents work in the Public Works Department. 

• Scholarships for students from SC and ST (Scheduled Tribes) communities and for female students. 

• Additional subsidised hostel services

Government colleges situated in the Indian HE system



• This north-Indian state is a conundrum
of economic development BUT social 
conservatism (Ahlawat 2012, Madan 
and Gill 2011, Yadav 2001 ).  
• Haryana is a prominent location in the 

Corridors of development (Planning 
Commission 2009, Apex Cluster 
Development services 2015). 
• It is one of the leading exemplar states 

(Planning Commission): developments 
in Haryana have implications on a 
macro scale for India and the 
developing world. 

Haryana

Fields near Harvest 
season

Honda Factory 
protest 2016

Gurgaon



Gender in Haryana

Low Sex ratio and 
Female Infanticide

• NB One of the lowest 
sex ratios across 
India (Census of 
India 2011)

Safety, rape 
and violence

• Women against 
Sexual Violence and 
State Repression 
2015 and 2014, 
Ahlawat 2012, Yadav 
2000

Early marriage, 
Inheritance 

and Land

• Ahlawat 2012, 
Chowdhry 2010 and 
2012



Education in Haryana
The 2017 ASER (Annual Status of Education) 
reports from Haryana  

• Gendered inequalities in terms of academic 
performance and achievements

• Gendered gap in general knowledge, reading 
and arithmetic capabilities between boys and 
girls within schools

AISHE 2015-16, ASER 2018

• Higher female GER in schools and colleges 
than in India

• Lower enrolment of SC students (male 
and female)



• Districts short-listed in Haryana by considering factors such as 
• number of government colleges in the district, 
• overall and juvenile sex-ratios, 
• female literacy, 
• work force participation rates, 
• degree of urbanization, 
• proximity to National Capital region (NCR)
• availability of local key informants. 

• Two districts selected through consultative process:
• Sonipat is very close to National Capital Region (Delhi) and has a very low 

sex-ratio
• Mahendargarh is more rural and has a low female literacy in spite of having 

an above average number of colleges in the district.  
• Additionally the team was able to identify local key informants who eased 

entry and access into local government colleges and participants. 

Comparative case study: two districts



Sonipat
Urban Population – 31.27%

Sex ratio – 856

Juvenile Sex ratio – 798

Female Literacy – 69.8%

Overall Literacy – 79.1%

No. of Government Colleges – 4 
Mahendargarh

Urban Population – 14.41%

Sex ratio – 895

Juvenile Sex ratio – 775

Female Literacy – 64.6%

Overall Literacy – 77.7%

No. of Government Colleges – 12 

Haryana
Urban Population –

34.88%

Sex ratio – 877

Juvenile Sex ratio – 834

Female Literacy – 65.9%

Overall Literacy – 75.5%

No. of Government 

Colleges – 113

Sources: Census of India 

2011, Dept of HE HR



Comparative Case Study: Two Colleges

Sampled college in Mahendargarh
• 710 female students and 2506 male students
• There is a women’s college nearby

Sampled College in Sonipat
• 1701 female students and 459 male students 

are currently enrolled
• Is being changed into a women’s college



Methods
• Questionnaires (c. 250 across two colleges)
• FGDs (4 – 2x male and 2x female FGDs with groups of 5 students)
• Interviews (4x female undergraduates, 4x male undergraduates and 2x college 

Management Representatives)
• Documentary analysis of college information e.g. prospectus
Implementation 
• Team 1 – Mahendargarh (125 questionnaires, 2 FGDs, Interviews with 2 female 

and 2 male undergraduates and 1 Management Representative)
• Team 2 – Sonipat (125 questionnaires, 2 FGDs, Interviews with 2 female and 2 

male undergraduates and 1 Management Representative) 
Analysis process
• Questionnaire – the quantitative data will be analysed through SPSS
• FGDs, Interviews and secondary Documents– Thematic Coding and analysis 

with particular focus on Gender (and intersections with caste)

Comparative Case Study Design



• College environment – differences and similarities

• Basic resources/textbook approach

• Mahendragarh – a sense of rurality, Sonipat – more developed?

• Local higher education provision?

• 49 out of 126 respondents in Mahendargarh and 41 out of 118 

respondents in Sonipat are from the same town as the college. 

• Walking and buses are two of the most popular means of travel 

between home and college for a majority of the respondents from 

both districts. 

• Who supports access to higher education?

• Family members prominently supported and encouraged students to 

enrol in college. 

• They also had a significant role in decisions regarding choice of college 

and the course they selected. 

Preliminary Findings



• Gender (FGDs/interviews)
• Gendered focus on facilities by potential undergraduate students. 
• In the sampled college in Mahendargarh, Women mostly in science as 

women in Humanities and Commerce go to the women’s college 
nearby

• Gendered used of spaces in the college in Mahendargarh
• Many female students focussed on travel and safety concerns and 

disciplinary options In Sonipat, many reported the sampled college as 
the only college option available to the students. Other colleges had 
rural locations which were not considered safe 

• Male students were interested in sports facilities and career options of 
each disciplinary choice. 

• Incidences of harassment were often not reported by female students 
as they were are afraid that this might tarnish their reputations or that 
their parents will disapprove and force them to drop out and get 
married. 

Preliminary Findings (Continued)



• In-depth analysis of questionnaires and interviews
• Visit from project delegation in October for group 

analysis – collaborative analysis.
• Focus on gender and family influences on 

educational trajectories, choices and decisions for 
Anjali Thomas PhD fieldwork (October 2018)

Next Steps
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