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Taro Kono is a Japanese Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) politician and a 5th term Member 
of the House of Representatives in the Diet. Born in 1963, Kono graduated from 
Georgetown University with a Bachelor of Science in Foreign Service. While in Washington, 
DC, Kono served for then Democratic Congressman Richard Shelby of Alabama for two 
years. Kono joined Fuji Xerox in 1986, moved to Fuji Xerox Asia Pacific in Singapore in 
1991, and subsequently served as Managing Director at Nippon Tanshi from 1993 to 1996. 
Kono served in Prime Minister Koizumi's final government as Senior Vice Minister of Jus-
tice from 2005 to 2006. Until the LDP defeat in the General Election in August 2009, Kono 
was the Chairman of the Foreign Affairs Committee of the House of the Representatives. In 
September 2009 he ran for the Leadership of the LDP and lost to Sadakazu Tanigaki.  
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