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The aim of this conference is to nourish intellectual affinities and build research synergies across a broad cross-section of critical approaches to 'the global'. This conference follows from an ESRC supported conference on 'Anarchism and World Politics', held at the University of Bristol in June 2010, and the subsequent forum in Millennium: Journal of International Studies (39:2, 2010). Anarchist approaches to the global, characterised mainly by a desire for a radical, fuller democratic agency in world affairs and the eschewal of the state to this end, raise interesting questions about both how we conceive of agency in the international domain and how we conceptualise the global itself. Anarchists are not the only ones with answers to these questions, but they have hitherto been marginal to the debates. This conference seeks to build solidarities and to widen the terms of debate.

The conference will explore questions of ‘the global’ from anarchist, Marxist, feminist, post-colonial, post-structural and other ‘radical’ approaches to global politics. It seeks to bring together a wide range of scholars with the aim of exploring the affinities and differences between and within these approaches, and to consider the productive spaces for praxis which might be generated from intellectual engagement. The questions which will be addressed include:

-    How should we understand ‘the global’?
-    What is internationalism in the 21st century?
-    How do commitments to localism intersect with a global focus?
-    What are the radical alternatives to statism at a global level?
-    Do totalising visions necessarily engender totalising polities?
-    What is the proper relationship between academic analysis and social movements?
-    How might we situate existing work on the intersections between anarchism and poststructuralism within the context of world politics?
-    What lessons can gendered approaches to world politics offer for other radical theories?
-    How have globalised resistance movements responded to changing forms of capitalism and hegemony?
-    How does a postcolonial imagination affect the nature and practice of solidarity?
-    How might we think the ethics of resistance within and beyond state forms?
-    What place do Deleuze, Foucault, Derrida, Butler and other poststructuralist theorists have for theorising resistance in the context of the international?
-    What relevance do Marxist theories of international relations have for anarchists, and vice versa?
-    How should anarchists approach dominant theories of ‘anarchy’ in the international arena?
 
Some limited places for non-paper giving participants are available. For information and a registration form, please contact Chris Rossdale (c.rossdale@warwick). 

Programme

Day 1: Thursday 8th September

09:00

Registration

10:45

Welcome

11:00

Panel Session 1: International Political Theory

Alexandre Christoyannopolous (Loughborough): Leo Tolstoy's Postsecular International Thought
Noel Parker (Copenhagen): Imperialism and Internationality
Tania Mancheno (Hamburg): Plurinationalism - a New Political Order, also a New Order of the Political?
Erika Cudworth (UEL) and Steve Hobden (UEL): For a posthuman international relations
12:30 

Lunch
13:30

Panel Session 2: International Political Economy
Salvador Santino Regilme (Osnabrück): Neoliberal Hegemony, Globalization and Democratic Consolidation: A New Path to Theorizing via Critical Sociological Institutionalism
Hae-Yung Song (Aberystwyth): Confronting the 'National' before the 'Global': State-Centrism in IPE Theories
Oisin Gilmore (UCL): Theories of Money and Struggle: From Operaismo to Open Marxism
Angela Wigger (Radboud) and Hubert Buch-Hansen (Copenhagen Business School): After Over-Competition: A Radical Manifesto for Redesigning the Anarchy of Global Competition
14:45

Break
15:00

Panel Session 3: Rethinking the International

Jenny Pickerill (Leicester) and Adam J. Barker (Leicester): Radicalising Relationships To and Through Shared Geographies
Alex Prichard (LSE): The multi-dimensional anarchy of the global
Raluca Soreanu (UCL) and Norbert Petrovici (Babes-Bolyai): From the radical imagination to the social imaginary: re-thinking the international
16:45

Break

17:00

Panel Session 4: The Alter-Globalisation Movement

C. Burak Tansel (Nottingham): Beyond the Local/Global Binary: Deterritorialised Resistance of the 'Movement of Movements'
Peter Funke (South Florida): Limits of Anarchist Practices: Contemporary Social Movement Politics against Neoliberal Capitalism - from Indymedia to the World Social Forum
Ruth Reitan (Miami): Marxist, Anarchist, Autonomist, and Indigenous Currents within Climate Activism: A Study of the Climate Justice Action (CJA) Network
18:30

End Day 1
Day 2: Friday 9th September

10:15

Panel Session 4: Dissenting Subjectivities
Chris Rossdale (Warwick): I am not an agent of security, I am dynamite! Nietzsche, anarchism, and the curse of emancipation
Christos Pallas (Essex): Problematization(s): the political uses of poststructuralism from the struggles against Apartheid to the present
Anna Szolucha (Polish Academy of Sciences): I am getting there' - what does a Lacanian act do to the anarchist subject?
12:00

Lunch
13:00

Panel Session 6: Case Studies
Elizabeth Cobbett (Carleton): Elderly at the Borders: The case of the South African Older Person's Grant
Maurice Stierl (Warwick): Resistance and the 'politics of discomfort': A case study of 'No-one is Illegal'
Roy Krovel (Oslo): Challenges for anarchist thinking on the environment posed by global climate change and the need for urgent collective action based on theoretical understandings of the nature and reality of climate change
14:30

Break
14:45
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Close
