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Research Conference 

of the Politics and International Studies Department 

University of Warwick, 29 June, 2022, Social Science Building 

  9:00 – 18:30 

 

Programme 

 
 

In line with the University’s risk assessment, all conference attendees are encouraged 

to take Lateral Flow Tests to minimise the risk of asymptomatic transmission and 

anyone suffering symptoms of Covid-19 infection is strongly encouraged to stay away 

from the University and comply with current Government / NHS guidance.  All persons 

on campus (other than those with a valid exemption) are strongly encouraged to wear 

high quality face coverings when inside all University buildings. 

 

Summary 
 

PAIS Research Conference Programme for 29 June, 2022 (Summary) 
The PAIS Research Conference on 29 June, 2022 offers a rich and diverse programme, 

reflecting the research power of our department! The conference is taking place in 

person and over 50 participants from the faculty, early career researchers and Ph.D. 

students are listed to present together on thematic panels. Panel topics include Brexit 

discourses and their afterlives, international politics of migration, the future of 

democratic design, counter-terrorism, endogenous challenges to European 

convergence, race, gender and politics in the Middle East, and two round-tables on 

Russia’s invasion and the war in Ukraine, and on Global South-North partnerships. We 

are also celebrating published books and seeking to develop new ones in the spirit of 

the Warwick manuscript development initiative. A speed mentoring session continues 

our tradition to support early career researchers. At the end of the day (17:00 – 18:30), 

a tribute panel for Tim Sinclair is organised as a hybrid event to give all staff and 

students the opportunity to join if they wish. The tribute will be recorded.  
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Logistically, for the first time this year the conference is co-organised with volunteers 

from our early career researchers and Ph.D. student community. 12 panel sessions are 

running in three tracks in parallel throughout the day (9:15 – 10:45, 11:00 – 12:30, 14:00 

– 15:30, 15:45- 16:55). A BBQ will take place at lunch time in the courtyard within blocks 

D and E Dept of Politics and International Studies, alongside the usual coffee breaks. 

This year we have invited also interested MA and UG students to join, besides Ph.D. 

students and early career researchers, to get insights into our vibrant research culture! 

We have already 60 of them having expressed such interest!  

  

Please come and join us to reconnect in person, to celebrate achievements, support 

colleagues in their ongoing work, and embark on new research journeys after a difficult 

time during the pandemic! A shorter and more detailed versions of the programme 

are listed below. 

 

Programme Short Version: Panels and Speakers 
 

9:00 – 9:15 (S.019). Introduction from the Organisers 
 

Maria Koinova with Tamara Tubakovic, Dannie Verity, Gah-Kai Leung, and Ben Clift, 

chair of Research and Impact Committee, Jill Pavey, Research Administrator. 

 

Session 1: 9:15 – 10:45 
 

9:15-10:45, Track 1 (S.019): Brexit Discourses and Their Afterlives 

Francesca Melhuish, Ben Clift, and Ben Rosamond; Nicolai Gellwitzki and Anne-Marie 

Houde; Shahnaz Akhter and Matthew Watson, Gabriel Siles-Brügge, Wyn Grant  

 

9:15 – 10:45, Track 2 (S.011): International Politics of Migration, Refugees and IDPs  

Ozlem Atikcan, Tamara Tubakovic, Charlie Price, Maria Koinova, Modesta Tochi Alozie 

and Vicki Squire, Mauricio Palma-Gutierrez 

 

9:15 – 10:45, Track 3 (S.013): The Future of Democratic Design 

Keith Hyams, Michael Saward, Simon Caney, Dannie Verity, Daeun Jung and Evelyn 

Strongyalakou, Louis Stockwell 

  

Short break: 10:45 – 11:00 

 

Session 2: 11:00 – 12:30  
 

11:00 – 12:30, Track 1 (S.019): Counterterrorism, Race, and the Nation: Societal 

Approaches  
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Akin Oyawale, Shahnaz Akhter, Tom Pettinger, Sadi Shanaah, Charlotte Heath-Kelly 

 

11:00 – 12:30, Track 2 (S.011): Roundtable: Global South-North Partnerships 

Briony Jones, Vicki Squire, Keith Hyams, Ben Richardson, Juanita Elias, Franklyn Lisk, 

Maria Koinova, Mouzayan Khalil, Modesta Alozie 

 

11:00 – 12:30, Track 3 (S.013): Endogenous Challenges to European Convergence 

Ben Clift, Caroline Kuzemko, Guillermo Alonso Simón, Jacopo Mugnai 

 

Lunch: 12:30 – 14:00 – BBQ (in progress), Courtyard within blocks D and E Dept of 

Politics and International Studies 

 

Session 3: 14:00 – 15:30 
 

14:00 – 15:30, Track 1 (S.019): Roundtable: Russia’s Invasion and the War in Ukraine   

Maria Koinova, Trevor McCrisken, Ed Page, Peter Ferdinand, Laura Gelhaus, Allyson 

Edwards, Richard Youngs, Silvia Naydenova, Nikita Mishankin 

 

14:00 – 15:30, Track 2 (S.011): Celebrating Published Books  

Nicola Pratt, Stuart Elden, Tom Long 

 

14:00 – 15:30, Track 3 (S.013): Book Proposal Session  

Caroline Kuzemko/Ben Richardson; Ruben Kremers/Nick Bernards; Johannes 

Petry/Ben Clift; Lena Rethel/Juanita Elias 

 

15:30 – 15:45 – Short break 

 

Session 4: 15:45 – 16:55 
 

15:45 – 16:55, Track 1 (S.019) Speed Mentoring  

Ben Clift, Briony Jones, Charlotte Heath-Kelly, Vicki Squire, Tom Long, Michael Saward 

Tamara Tubakovic, Akin Oyawale, Daeun Jung, Evelyn Strongylakou, Mouli Banerjee, 

Guillermo Alonso Simon, Tom Pettinger, Dannie Verity, and others. 

 

15:45 – 16:55, Track 2 (S.011) Gender, Creativity and Resistance in the Middle East  

Nicola Pratt, Reem Abuzaid, Bronwen Mehta, Balsam Mustafa, Asma Abdi 

 

15:45 – 16:55, Track 3 (S.013) Responses to Violence and Racial Injustice 

Maria Koinova and Grant Tregonning, Ben Richardson, Jess Underwood 

 

17:00 – 18:30 (S.019) – Memorial Tribute to Tim Sinclair 



                       PAIS RESEARCH CONFERENCE 29/06/22                 

 

 4 

Ben Clift, Shirin Rai, Lena Rethel, Ed Page, Franklyn Lisk, Gabriel Siles-Brügge, 

Johannes Petry, and others. The panel is taking place in a hybrid format and will be 

recorded. 

 

 

 

Programme Long Version with Presentation Titles and Short Abstracts 

 

9:00 – 9:15 (S.019). Introduction from the Organisers 
 

Maria Koinova with Tamara Tubakovic, Dannie Verity, Gah-Kai Leung, and Ben Clift, 

chair of Research and Impact Committee, Jill Pavey, Research Administrator. 

 

Session 1: 9:15 – 10:45 (3 Tracks) 
 

9:15-10:45, Track 1 (S.019): Brexit Discourses and Their Afterlives 
 

Wicked Politics and Trashy Economics: Brexit Scandals and Exclusionary Economic 

Expertise 

Francesca Melhuish, Ben Clift, and Ben Rosamond 

Studying the political economic discourses of the Brexit referendum and its aftermath, 

this paper sheds new light on the scandalous nature of all forms of economic expertise 

– including those used on both sides of the Brexit debate – and on the gendered, raced 

and exclusionary nature of default understandings of ‘the economy’. 

 

Taking Back (Emotional) Control? Emotional Politicisation in the Discourse on Brexit  

Nicolai Gellwitzki and Anne-Marie Houde 

Years after the 2016 vote, experts are still looking to explain the result of the Brexit 

referendum, which according to many cannot be accounted for with frameworks based 

on rationality and cost-benefits analyses. We propose to explore this question with a 

framework based on the emotional politicisation of the European Union to emphasise 

the role of emotions in the discourse on the UK’s withdrawal from the EU before, 

during, and after the campaign. 

 

Whose Citizenship? Political Gaslighting in the UK Decolonising the School Curriculum 

Debate 

Shahnaz Akhter and Matthew Watson 

Brexit-based political polarisation weighs heavily on the debate about decolonising 

the school curriculum, with any attempt to activate such conversations typically 

drowned out by the accusation that decolonisation equates with an elite ridiculing of 

the silent majority’s patriotism.  At heart, these divisions represent two distinct ways of 
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thinking about British citizenship: one an open engagement with the reality of a 

modern multicultural country, the other an attempt to reclaim a long-lost past of racial 

homogeneity. 

 

Rethinking Food and Agricultural Policy 

Wyn Grant  

Presenting findings from his forthcoming book, Rethinking Food and Agricultural 

Policy, this presentation puts an emphasis on food security that threatens the green 

transition in agriculture. 

 

Panel conveners: Francesca Melhuish, Ben Clift, Chair: Ben Clift, Discussant: Gabriel 

Siles-Brügge 

 

9:15 – 10:45, Track 2 (S.011): International Politics of Migration, Refugees 

and IDPs  
 

Defining Migration: Tracing Actor and Frame Networks 

Ozlem Atikcan 

By which actors is migration defined? When is it an issue of border/crime control, 

human rights, sovereignty, or exploitation? We focus on the long-term evolution 

(1995-2021) of two prominent global policy debates: Human trafficking and European 

migration management. Using Discourse Network Analysis, and roughly 10000 news 

agency articles, we identify and visualise the actor networks that define migration and 

the different meanings attributed to it over time. 

 

Explaining Policy Continuity in EU Asylum Policy: The Resilience of Policy Beliefs 

Tamara Tubakovic 

In 2020 the European Commission announced its new policy strategy on asylum and 

migration: the EU Pact on Migration and Asylum. While the Pact suggests an important 

opportunity for change in EU’s policy trajectory after the 2015 migration movements, 

it has been widely noted that it reinforces a long-standing policy of deterrence as the 

central pillar of the EU’s approach to asylum seekers. 

 

State-Sanctioned Border Transgressions as Sovereign Practice: The Case of Morocco 

and Spanish-controlled Ceuta 

Charlie Price 

This paper draws on the events of May, 17th 2021, when the Moroccan state allowed 

around a number of migrants to cross into the Spanish-controlled exclave of Ceuta, 

without impediment. This encounter occurred in the context of increasing diplomatic 

tensions between Morocco and Spain, and provides insight into contemporary 

bordering practices and the fragility of statist (post)colonial bordering regimes. 
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Power and Informality in Governing Irregular Migration on EU’s Eastern Border 

Maria Koinova 

While scholarship on transit and irregular migration related to Europe has been 

preoccupied for at least two decades on movements from war-torn regions in the 

Middle East, since 2021 the landscape has drastically changed. Irregular migration that 

earlier passed rather quietly via Russia from Central Asia and the Caucasus trough 

Ukraine and Belarus has adopted new forms. This paper is focused on how mechanisms 

of power are used in the space between formal politics and informal practices to 

govern the 2021 migration crisis from Belarus. 

 

Coloniality and Frictions in Data-Driven Humanitarianism: Epistemic Injustices and the 

Provision of Assistance to IDPs in North-Eastern Nigeria and South Sudan 

Modesta Tochi Alozie and Vicki Squire 

The analysis draws on qualitative research carried out as part of a multi-disciplinary 

international project that focuses on the experiences of those displaced to camps 

across north-eastern Nigeria and South Sudan. It explores the ways in which 

humanitarian practitioners specialising in data and information management reflect 

explicitly on colonial recurrences within the field, as well as how the testimonies of IDPs 

and regional stakeholders highlight frictions and disagreements over the collection 

and use of data. 

 

Everyday Acts of Citizenship? Venezuelans’ Struggles for Rights Across the Andes 

Mauricio Palma-Gutierrez 

Migrants and refugees are often categorised as non-citizens by the governments of 

the countries they live in. After almost a decade of long-scale cross-border migration, 

a large number of Venezuelans living across the South American Andes deal with such 

limitations. Yet, by embracing diverse, often overlooked, and meaningful acts of 

citizenship, many have produced significant paths to claim their rights and perform as 

citizens, in several countries such as Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, and Chile. 

 

Panel convener and chair: Tamara Tubakovic. 

 

 

9:15 – 10:45, Track 3 (S.013): The Future of Democratic Design 
 

What Can Design Thinking Do for Democracy? 

Michael Saward 

Design thinking – an orientation to problems and solutions developed by scholars in 

design studies and linked disciplines – brings specific challenges and resources to 

thinking about democracy. Its potential impact on how we might design, and redesign 

features of democratic governance is specific and compelling. 
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Why Governing for the Long-Term is So Hard 

Simon Caney 

Short-term decision-making is endemic, resulting in policies that fail to do justice to 

the young and future generations.  I outline 5 reasons as to why there is a mismatch 

at the heart of policy-making between, on the one hand, the timeframe needed to 

honour responsibilities to the future and, on the other hand, the temporal horizons 

and capabilities of citizens and politicians. 

 

Rethinking Institutions: The Understanding the Roles of and Relationships between 

Formal and Informal Institutions in Kenya 

Dannie Verity 

A PhD research project focusing on the roles of, and relationships between, informal 

and formal institutions in Kenya. This research focus on the roles a variety of 

institutions played specifically during two critical juncture periods, the negotiations 

that followed Kenya’s 2007 and 2017 contested elections leading up to respective 

power-sharing agreements.  

 

Legitimacy in Practice 

Daeun Jung and Evelyn Strongyalakou 

Legitimacy is at the core of various normative debates, yet its conception has largely 

lacked an empirical ground. Building on the “empirical turn” in legitimacy studies, this 

presentation seeks to demonstrate how legitimacy operates “in practice” through the 

examples of legitimacy dynamics in domestic and international institutions.  

 

On the Efficacy of Referendums as Democratic Innovations  

Louis Stockwell 

The desirability of direct democratic procedures and institutions in representative 

democracies is contested. Some advocate the deliberative and educational potential 

of referendums, critics argue that citizens are not well informed enough to make 

complex policy decisions and that referendums can lead to a tyranny of the majority. I 

argue that to better understand the efficacy of referendums in representative 

democracies, a more empirical, outcome-based approach may be useful. 
 

Motivation in Democratic Design 

Keith Hyams  

Motivation has received little attention in democratic design and political theory more 

generally. In this paper I set out the building blocks of a motivation-oriented approach 

to democratic design and show how new institutional mechanisms to harness the 

intrinsic and instrumental motivations of political decision-makers can facilitate 

outcomes more closely aligned with widely endorsed ethical goals. 

 

Panel convener: Keith Hyams, Chair: Michael Saward, Discussants: Michael Saward and 

Simon Caney  



                       PAIS RESEARCH CONFERENCE 29/06/22                 

 

 8 

 

10:45 – 11:00 – Short break 

 

Session 2: 11:00 – 12:30 (3 Tracks) 
 

11:00 – 12:30, Track 1 (S.019): Counterterrorism, Race, and the Nation: 

Societal Approaches  
 

Ontological (In)Security Under Postcolonial Conditions: Countering Violent Extremism 

in Nigeria 

Akin Oyawale 

This paper explores political vulnerability under postcolonial conditions through 

examining the preventing/countering violent extremism (P/CVE) project in Nigeria. 

Engaging with various security policies and practices of the Nigerian government 

against or JAS (popularly known as Boko Haram) and Islamic State West Africa (ISWA), 

the chapter argues that preventing/countering violent extremism in postcolonial 

conditions presents serious ontological security problems not only with constructing 

a consistent self, but through “precarious mythologization.” 

 

Imagining and Securing British Muslim Women 

Shahnaz Akhter 

This paper examines the way in which Muslim women in the UK are silenced through 

discourses surrounding CVE and Islamophobia. Examining the colonial roots of Muslim 

women as a silenced other, it uses a Post Copenhagen School model to explore the 

way Muslim women are subject to securitisation processes, both through CVE and the 

discourse of the ‘oppressed Muslim woman’ (the roots of which lie in colonialism). 

 

Temporality and Collective Memory: The Contested Use of Counter-extremisn in 

“Post”-conflict Societies 

Tom Pettinger 

How is violence remembered, why is it remembered in particular ways, and what 

possibilities does that memory produce? The memory of violence is evident in places 

scarred by terrorism campaigns, and is manifested by innumerable social practices, 

from ongoing violence to peace efforts - and by physical infrastructure, like statues, 

graves, and conflict murals. My research interrogates places where these social 

practices and physical markers of conflict are evident - particularly Northern Ireland. 

 

Taking A Public Policy Approach to Counter-Extremism Policies: Understanding 

Variations and Contestations 

Sadi Shanaah 

Preventing and Countering Violent Extremism (P/CVE) policies have become globally 

prominent in the last two decades pursued by the UN and key international and 
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regional organisations with significant variation in deployment within and across 

countries. We construct a taxonomy of counter-extremism policy elements centred on 

three basic counter-extremism policy problems: terrorism, anti-system activism, and 

separatism. 

 

A Constitutional Tussle between the Nations: Devolution and the Prevent Strategy in 

Scotland 

Charlotte Heath-Kelly 

This paper explores the implementation of P/CVE (Preventing Violent Extremism) in 

Scotland and the constitutional clash which surrounded the UK ‘Prevent Duty’ 

legislation. The Scotland Act of 1998 made provision for a Scottish Parliament to take-

over powers previously held in London. The Act ‘reserved’ some policy areas for the 

Westminster government (national security; defence & foreign affairs; trade & 

industry) but ‘devolved’ many others to the Scottish Parliament (health and social work; 

housing; education and training). 

Panel convener: Charlotte Heath-Kelly, Chair: Shahnaz Akhter 

11:00 – 12:30, Track 2 (S.011): Roundtable: Global South-North 

Partnerships 
Round-table convener and chair: Briony Jones, Panellists: Vicki Squire, Ben Richardson, 

Modesta Alozie, Juanita Elias, Franklyn Lisk, Maria Koinova, Keith Hyams, Mouzayan 

Khalil  

This roundtable discussion brings together colleagues with different experiences of 

working in Global South-North research partnerships. Together we will reflect on the 

practicalities, ethics, and implications of such partnerships as well as the role of 

different actors in shaping the structures, possibilities, and constraints for equitable 

partnership. 

 

11:00 – 12:30, Track 3 (S.013): Endogenous Challenges to European 

Convergence 

This panel reveals the endogenous sources of disruption in the European integration 

project regarding the definition, interpretation, implementation, and effects of ‘one-

size-fits-all’ EU policies in member states. These have taken place in response to 

consistent challenges, such as the Eurozone debt crisis, the so-called “migrant crisis”, 

Brexit, the COVID-19 pandemic, and the ongoing war in Ukraine. 

Capitalist Convergence? European (Dis?)Integration and the Post-crash Restructuring 

of French and European Capitalisms 

Ben Clift 
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The paper focuses on the impact of integrative and disintegrative dynamics on France’s 

“state-industry-finance nexus,” putting forward three core claims. First, French 

capitalism is not accurately captured by existing frameworks of comparative capitalism 

debates and remains better characterised by the concept of post-dirigisme. Second, 

European integrative pressures must be viewed as fragmented, differentiating, 

mediated by domestic state actors, and producing capitalist variegation and 

hybridisation. Finally, in the context of Brexit, the dynamics of European disintegration 

is contributing to a variegated and multi-directional process of capitalist restructuring 

in post-crisis France. 

 

Energy Responses to Russia’s Invasion of the Ukraine: Solidarity & Convergence? 

Caroline Kuzemko 

In the context of the ongoing war in Ukraine and solidarity decisions to phase out 

imports of Russian oil and gas by 2030, this paper questions what difference latest calls 

for energy solidarity in Europe mean for energy convergence, within the new 

geopolitical environment. It concludes that, in the near term, the crisis has led to 

greater agreement on the role of Russia as supplier, of renewables in the future energy 

mix, and on a need for increased state interventions in energy markets. It has, however, 

opened new divides over gas and nuclear energy and the extent to which they should 

be part of future energy systems. 

 

ECB’s Organisational Culture and the Shifting Construction of Economic Orthodoxy: 

The Case of Fiscal Policy 

Iacopo Mugnai 

Looking at important transformations in ECB fiscal doctrine after the Eurozone crisis, 

the paper charts the reconciliation of new fiscal ideas to more traditional concerns for 

fiscal sustainability, highlighting how organisational culture can be a constraint and a 

strategic resource. Informed by sociological approaches to the study of IOs, this 

research finds it more appropriate to speak of cultures in the plural, as the ECB is not 

internally homogenous but rather characterized by a plurality of intellectual and 

working cultures entrenched within different departments. 

 

The Lagging South: Capitalist Development and Europeanisation in Spain and Italy 

during Accession to the Economic and Monetary Union 

Guillermo Alonso Simón 

This research project aims to understand Spain and Italy’s precarious standing within 

the Economic and Monetary Union (EMU), as demonstrated by the Eurozone debt 

crisis, by problematising the ‘one-size-fits-all’ model of European monetary 

integration. Using case studies and process-tracing, this project adopts a comparative 

approach focused on the Europeanisation of these countries’ industrial policies and 

budgetary politics during the 1990s, analysing their impacts on national growth 

models and linking these to their troubles during the Eurozone debt crisis. 
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Chair: Ben Clift, Discussant: Laura Gelhaus 

 

Lunch: 12:30 – 14:00 – BBQ (in progress), Courtyard within blocks D and E Dept of 

Politics and International Studies 

 

Session 3: 14:00 – 15:30 (3 Tracks) 
 

14:00 – 15:30, Track 1 (S.019): Roundtable: Russia’s Invasion and the War 

in Ukraine   
Roundtable convener and chair: Maria Koinova, Panellists: Trevor McCrisken, Ed Page, 

Laura Gelhaus, Allyson Edwards, Richard Youngs, Peter Ferdinand, Silvia Naydenova, 

Nikita Mishankin  

 

The roundtable gives opportunities to reflect on the humanitarian, political, regional, 

and global dimensions of the ongoing war in Ukraine following Russia’s invasion in 

February 2022. An overarching question we ask is whether a new Cold War is in the 

making in world politics today. Speakers will address aspects of the domestic politics 

of Ukraine and Russia, the massive displacement of Ukrainians as refugees and IDPs, 

polarisation of political forces and repercussions on Eastern Europe, EU’s Eastern 

neighbourhood and EU enlargement, the efficacy of international sanctions, Finland’s, 

and Sweden’s bids to join NATO, the role of the US and China as global powers, as 

well as views on the conflict from countries in the Global South.  

 

14:00 – 15:30, Track 2 (S.011): Celebrating Published Books  

This panel continues the tradition of celebrating some of the fabulous, discipline 

defining monographs authored by PAIS colleagues year in, year out. 

Nicola Pratt, Embodying Geopolitics: Generations of Women's Activism in Egypt, 

Jordan, and Lebanon. Berkley: University of California Press, 2020.  

Winner of BISA’s Susan Strange Best Book Award, 2021. 

In this talk Nicola Pratt zooms in on the lives of three women activists of different 

generations, from Egypt, Jordan, and Lebanon, respectively. Through these women's 

personal narratives, the talk will trace the evolution of women's activism from national 

independence until the Arab uprisings, demonstrating the significance of women's 

activism and questions of gender relations to major geopolitical transformations and 

the exercise and organization of geopolitical power. The book is based on over a 

hundred extensive personal narratives from women of different generations.  
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https://www.ucpress.edu/book/9780520281769/embodying-

geopolitics#:~:text=Based%20on%20over%20a%20hundred,women%20are%20critic

al%20geopolitical%20actors. 

Stuart Elden, The Early Foucault, Cambridge: Polity Press, 2021. 

In this talk Stuart Elden introduces his latest book on Foucault. Drawing on archives in 

France, Germany, Switzerland, Sweden, and the USA, this is the most detailed study yet 

of Foucault’s early career. It recounts his debt to teachers including Louis Althusser, 

Jean Hyppolite, Maurice Merleau-Ponty and Jean Wahl; his diploma thesis on Hegel; 

and his early teaching career. It explores his initial encounters with Georges 

Canguilhem, Jacques Lacan, and Georges Dumézil, and analyses his sustained reading 

of Friedrich Nietzsche, Edmund Husserl and Martin Heidegger. 

https://www.politybooks.com/bookdetail?book_slug=the-early-foucault--

9781509525959 

  

Tom Long, A Small State's Guide to Influence in World Politics, Oxford: Oxford 

University Press 2022. 

In this talk Tom Long highlights a new conceptualization of small states. His new book 

allows for a comparison based on small states' positionality and relationships, even 

when the states themselves differ in many respects. It provides analytical tools and 

typological theory that allow policymakers to "diagnose" their state's situation and 

shape more effective strategies, while helping scholars choose and compare cases. It 

also gives readers global coverage and draws upon cases of small states across world 

regions and in different issue-areas. 

https://global.oup.com/academic/product/a-small-states-guide-to-influence-in-

world-politics-9780190926212?cc=nl&lang=en&# 

 

14:00 – 15:30, Track 3 (S.013): Book Proposal Session  
 

Please come along to glean hints and tips on maximising the appeal of your book 

proposals with publishers and the varied academic audiences for your next book - this 

session aims to revive the spirit of the constructive, supportive feedback that 

characterised the 'Warwick Manuscript Development' sessions from a few years back. 

 

Politics and Climate Change: Curse or Cure?  

Presenter: Caroline Kuzemko; Discussant: Ben Richardson 

 

Politics is often seen as that which stands in the way of climate change mitigation, 

often within science and engineering communities, but also within the media. At the 

same time, it is assumed in models where the world manages to limit warming to the 

https://www.ucpress.edu/book/9780520281769/embodying-geopolitics#:~:text=Based%20on%20over%20a%20hundred,women%20are%20critical%20geopolitical%20actors
https://www.ucpress.edu/book/9780520281769/embodying-geopolitics#:~:text=Based%20on%20over%20a%20hundred,women%20are%20critical%20geopolitical%20actors
https://www.ucpress.edu/book/9780520281769/embodying-geopolitics#:~:text=Based%20on%20over%20a%20hundred,women%20are%20critical%20geopolitical%20actors
https://www.politybooks.com/bookdetail?book_slug=the-early-foucault--9781509525959
https://www.politybooks.com/bookdetail?book_slug=the-early-foucault--9781509525959
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/a-small-states-guide-to-influence-in-world-politics-9780190926212?cc=nl&lang=en&
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/a-small-states-guide-to-influence-in-world-politics-9780190926212?cc=nl&lang=en&
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Paris goal of 1.5 degrees that policy will drive significant global change across energy, 

transport, agriculture, industry etc. The book will elucidate and explore the many, 

sometimes contradictory, “roles” that politics plays in climate change mitigation. From 

policy as a driver of sustainable change, to political acts that exacerbate it - the two 

are deeply intertwined and sense needs to be made of these relationships to have any 

chance of meeting Paris goals. It will argue, indeed, that getting the politics of climate 

change right is essential to doing so in a manner that is “just.” 

 

Hipster Finance: Challenger Banks and the Everyday Politics of Fintech  

Presenter: Ruben Kremers; Discussant: Nick Bernards 

People increasingly rely on their smartphones to access banking services. With banking 

apps, they can open a current account within minutes, check their account balance 

instantaneously, and take out a loan out on the go. Seemingly innocuous, even trivial, 

the migration of banking services onto smartphones has significant ramification, 

because it allows banks to operate in closer proximity to people’s daily behaviours. 

How should we think about this trend? Should we embrace it, because of the increased 

convenience of banking apps? Or should we reject it as another example of the 

relentless datafication and commodification of everyday life? This volume seeks 

answers to these questions by analysing the early pioneers of mobile banking: the 

challenger banks. It demonstrates how challenger banks sought to disrupt retail 

banking by encoding people’s mundane monetary practices into mobile banking 

solutions and offers a nuanced critique of these efforts in view of the growing 

surveillance and deepening financialisation of contemporary market life. 

Capital markets with Chinese Characteristics: Exchanges, State Capitalism & China’s 

Integration into the Global Financial Order 

Presenter: Johannes Petry; Discussant: Ben Clift 

 

Since 2009, China’s capital markets have developed and internationalised to an 

unprecedented degree, growing into the second largest markets globally while global 

investors poured more than USD275 billion into Chinese markets in 2020 and 2021 

alone. This development has spurred debates about China’s rise, its implications for 

the global financial order and its impact on the dynamics of globalisation. Contributing 

to these debates, this book analyses the development of stock and futures markets in 

China and global financial integration between 2009-2019. It addresses three 

interlinked questions. First, to what extent – similar to other aspects of its economy – 

the Chinese state engages in a ‘pragmatic use’ of capital markets. Second, to what 

extent Chinese capital markets consequently function like ‘global’ markets or 

differently. Third, and most importantly, how this affects China’s increasing integration 

into the US-dominated, liberal global financial order. 

 

Capital Markets by Design. From Crisis Recovery to Islamic Finance in Southeast Asia 
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Presenter: Lena Rethel; Discussant: Juanita Elias 

The Asian financial crisis acted as a critical juncture for efforts to development 

domestic capital markets in the Southeast Asia region. The central claim of this book 

is that the emergence of domestic debt capital markets in the region was by design 

rather than the spontaneous and natural result of their evolving market orders. It was 

part of a compressed development strategy responding to the uncertainty generated 

by and amplified through increasingly connected financial systems. At the same time, 

however, capital markets by design are a product of state transformation as 

governments recognize the more open-ended nature of the market development 

process as opposed to earlier efforts to control outcomes during the high period of 

state planning. Thus, in designing capital markets, policymakers have shifted from 

planning for outcomes to planning for uncertainty. This book examines these efforts 

in comparative perspective, focusing on developments in Indonesia, Malaysia, and 

Singapore, as well as at the regional level. 

15:30 – 15:45 – Short break 

 

Session 4: 15:45 – 16:55 (3 tracks) 
 

15:45 – 16:55, Track 1 (S.019) Speed Mentoring  
Ben Clift, Briony Jones, Charlotte Heath-Kelly, Vicki Squire, Tom Long, Michael Saward 

Tamara Tubakovic, Dannie Verity, Akin Oyawale, Daeun Jung, Evelyn Strongylakou, 

Mouli Banerjee, Guillermo Alonso Simon, Tom Pettinger, and others. 
 

15:45 – 16:55, Track 2 (S.011) Gender, Creativity and Resistance in the 

Middle East  
 

Violence Against Us All! Feminist Legal Activism and Creative Disobedience in the Post-

Arab Spring World 

Reem Abuzaid 

Scholars argue that a particular type of feminist activism leads to the co-optation of 

the feminist movement by the state, empowers corrupt regimes that present 

themselves as supporters of women or influence women’s lived experiences. My 

research argues that such a scholarly debate lacks information on the plethora of 

feminist engagement with the law that took place in the post-Arab spring countries. 

 

Investigating Locality in Egypt’s Digital Anti-sexual Harassment Activism 

Bronwen Mehta 

This paper investigates the growing trend of (predominantly) young Egyptian women 

taking to digital platforms to mobilise around the issue of sexual harassment. As an 

arena that is rapidly expanding in use and importance, as well as in associated risk, 
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formal and informal activists are continually adapting their strategies and discourses 

to effectively resist patriarchal violence. I argue that a still existent lack of attention to 

this theme is creating significant gaps in our understanding of how patriarchy, sexual 

harassment specifically, is contested in contemporary Egypt. 

 

“#Everyday There is Malak”: (Cyber)feminism in Iraq, Fragmentation and Contention 

Balsam Mustafa 

Building on years of personal activism on social media, I explore cyberfeminism in the 

context of Iraq’s post-2019 Tishreen [October] protests movement, which arguably laid 

the seeds for the emergence of a nascent and transnational feminist movement. 

Militias’ threats accompanied by religious and societal conservatism have driven Iraqi 

women to move their battles for women’s rights to cyberspace. However, the 

challenges have persisted online: from intimidation to cyberbullying, to blackmailing 

and harassment. 

 

Iranian Women's Everyday Forms of Struggle, Resistance and Strategizing under the 

Sanction Regime 

Asma Abdi 

Over the last decade, simultaneously with the US-led intensification of economic 

sanctions on Iran and worsening of the economic and geopolitical situation in the 

country, a wide range of both incentive and coercive policies have emerged aiming to 

push women back to the private sphere of home and to the traditional roles of (early) 

motherhood and being a wife. This paper discusses “social reproduction” both as sites 

of state control and women’s resistance.  

Convener: Bronwen Mehta, Chair and discussant: Nicola Pratt 

15:45 – 16:55, Track 3 (S.013), Responses to Violence and Racial Injustice 
 

Global Anti-war Protests: A New Dataset 

Maria Koinova and Grant Tregonning 

How are global protests of diasporas in response to violent events spatially embedded 

in different global locations? This Research Note builds on IR scholarship on 

transnational advocacy networks, spatial embeddedness of violent conflict and 

transnational diaspora politics to present a new dataset of protests (n=2,000+) in 

response to violence in Palestine, and visualizations of protest politics in specific 

locations of the Global North and Global South. 

 

Settler Colonialism and White Slave Landworkers: Racialising the National Agricultural 

Labourers’ Union of England, 1872-1896 

Ben Richardson 
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This paper considers the relationship between trade unions and British imperialism 

using the case study of the National Agricultural Labourers' Union (NALU). In the late 

nineteenth century NALU emerged as a key union defending the interest of 

downtrodden rural workers and did so by confronting the power of landowners, 

promoting emigration, and securing the vote. However, less has been said about the 

racial politics which underpinned this praxis. Drawing on theories of racial capitalism 

this paper argues that the NALU leadership drew on political subjectivities of 'white 

slavery' and imagined geographies of 'Greater Britain' to integrate rural working 

classes into a social imperialist order. 

 

Raced Markets and Market Ideology in Racial Capitalism: A Case Study of the 

American Nation 

Jess Underwood 

This paper argues that the conflation of market ideology and real markets generates 

paradoxes that complement whiteness. I conceptualise racial capitalism as a society of 

raced markets, which illuminates why market ideology is so often used in colour-

blinding. I organise this paper around a narrative of the emergence of American market 

society from one of the first American political economists. Although ostensibly an 

unremarkable claim of America’s capitalist character, this narrative indicates the use of 

market ideology to position the white American man as the model capitalist agent.  

 

Chair: Ben Richardson 

 

17:00 – 18:30 (S.019) – Memorial Tribute to Tim Sinclair 
Ben Clift, Shirin Rai, Lena Rethel, Ed Page, Franklyn Lisk, Gabriel Siles-Brügge, 

Johannes Petry, and others. The panel is taking place in a hybrid format and will be 

recorded. 

 


