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Seminar 4
Week 5- Lecture 4

Marxism
Saadia Gardezi

The basics....

e “Relations of production constitutes the economic structure of society, the real
foundation on which rises a legal and political superstructure”

* “the mode of production of material life conditions the social, political and intellectual life
process in general”

¢ Historical materialism?

e What is the difference between Marxism and Communism?

Superstructure

Everything not directly to do with production:

Art Law
Family Media
Culture Ideology Politics
Religion Science
Philosophy Education

Maintains Shapes
(and shapes) (and maintains)

Base

Means of Production:
Tools, machines, factories, land, raw materials.

Relations of Production:

Lumpen-Proletariat, Proletariat, Labour Aristocracy,
Petty-Bourgeoisie, Bourgeoisie.

Private property, capital, commodities, etc.

This moves in a spiral pattern.
The base is generally dominant.

Q. Why Is There Economic Inequality? In what ways does Marxism highlight inequality?

- At the same time, it remains the case that one’s country of origin has a greater impact on
income than the class into which one is born. Then what is the role of states in creating
inequality?
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- Why is inequality a problem?

INCOME INEQUALITY IN THE UNITED STATES, 1910-2010
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Q. Can society function without private property?



