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Seminar 5 
Week 8- Lecture 5 

Feminism 
Saadia Gardezi 

 
• What is gender? How would you define it?  

o Do you think your definition is scientific? 
o What impact does gender have on how international politics is experienced 

by states or individuals? 
 

• “Marriage is political. Marriage is international.” What does Cynthia Enloe mean by 
this? 

 
 

• What is the feminist critique of Realism? 
“What matters for international politics is not the scope of violence or war itself, but 
only some of its effects on Great Powers’ relative capabilities. Thus, efforts by the 
global South to co-operate in the face of imperial power are dismissed as irrelevant 
to such matters: ‘Misery may like company, but when the poor and the weak join 
hands they gain little if anything in prosperity and strength’.” (Sabaratnam 2020, 
quoting and critiquing Waltz).  
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• How liberal is feminism?  
o https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2020/11/16/feminisms-second-wave-

has-failed-women  
 

• Hans Morgenthau’s six principles are a masculinist perspective of realism (A. Tickner 
1988) https://0-journals-sagepub-
com.pugwash.lib.warwick.ac.uk/doi/epdf/10.1177/03058298880170030801 

	
	
	
Next	week:		
Do	we	live	in	a	post-truth	world?	

https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2020/11/16/feminisms-second-wave-has-failed-women
https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2020/11/16/feminisms-second-wave-has-failed-women
https://0-journals-sagepub-com.pugwash.lib.warwick.ac.uk/doi/epdf/10.1177/03058298880170030801
https://0-journals-sagepub-com.pugwash.lib.warwick.ac.uk/doi/epdf/10.1177/03058298880170030801
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• How	has	war	or	militarism	shaped	your	life?	What	roles	has	gender	to	played	
in	this?	

	


