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Seminar 5
Week 8- Lecture 5

Feminism
Saadia Gardezi

e What is gender? How would you define it?
o Do you think your definition is scientific?
o What impact does gender have on how international politics is experienced
by states or individuals?

e “Marriage is political. Marriage is international.” What does Cynthia Enloe mean by
this?

Timeline of the
feminist movement

1st wave 3rd wave 4th wave
L%tllsth - early 1990s-present 2010s-present

century

The focus was on
right to education,
work and equal pay.
Here, the challenging
of traditional roles and
representation of
women began.

e What is the feminist critique of Realism?
“What matters for international politics is not the scope of violence or war itself, but
only some of its effects on Great Powers’ relative capabilities. Thus, efforts by the
global South to co-operate in the face of imperial power are dismissed as irrelevant
to such matters: ‘Misery may like company, but when the poor and the weak join
hands they gain little if anything in prosperity and strength’.” (Sabaratnam 2020,
quoting and critiquing Waltz).
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e How liberal is feminism?
o https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2020/11/16/feminisms-second-wave-

has-failed-women

e Hans Morgenthau’s six principles are a masculinist perspective of realism (A. Tickner
1988) https://0-journals-sagepub-
com.pugwash.lib.warwick.ac.uk/doi/epdf/10.1177/03058298880170030801
boundaries of the political but also helps form its content and style’.’! Morgenthau's
political man is a social construct which is based on a partial representation of
human nature. One might well ask where the women were in Hobbes state of
nature; presumably they must have been involved in reproduction and childrearing.
rather than warfare, if life was to go on for more than one generation.'?
Morgenthau’s emphasis on the conflictual aspects of the international system
contributes to a tendency, shared by other realists, to de-emphasisc clements of co-
operation and regeneration which are also aspects of international relations."

432

Next week:
Do we live in a post-truth world?


https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2020/11/16/feminisms-second-wave-has-failed-women
https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2020/11/16/feminisms-second-wave-has-failed-women
https://0-journals-sagepub-com.pugwash.lib.warwick.ac.uk/doi/epdf/10.1177/03058298880170030801
https://0-journals-sagepub-com.pugwash.lib.warwick.ac.uk/doi/epdf/10.1177/03058298880170030801
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Category of Feminism

Causes of Oppression

Remarks

Marxist

Radical

Socialist

Liberal

Psychoanalytic

Capitalism

Patriarchy. VWomen’s
oppression is viewed
as the first and deepest
form of human
oppression, and also
the most prevalent.

Capitalism and
patriarchy. Men’s
control over
women’s labour.

Lack of laws against
oppression.

Early childhood
experiences

Gives a graphic picture of the
interface between multiple
forms of oppressions. Justifies
the feminist consciousness

of other marginalised
populations.

Evolved from the movements
of the 1950s and 1960s. Often
critiqued for its essentialism,
a singular definition and
Westernisation of the
concept of woman. Questions
positivist methodology.

The origin of standpoint
feminism: a belief that the
oppressed understand
oppression better than

their oppressors. Focus on
inequality. Dynamic view of
politics.

Positivist feminism argues
that women with equal
opportunities would counter
sexism.

Source: Adapted from Tickner (1992, pp. 4-16).

* How has war or militarism shaped your life? What roles has gender to played

in this?



