
From WGDS...

Letter from the 
Editor

Dear All,

This is the second and final 
issue of the WGDS Newsletter 
this year. As in the last issue, it 
includes articles that attempt to tackle all things related 
to issues of globalisation and development, both di-
rectly (through the academic articles) and indirectly 
(through more personal accounts, interviews, and re-
views of various talks and films). 

Since this is the last edition, I would like to sincerely 
thank Professor Rai for all the effort she has put into 
making this happen as well as the support she has pro-
vided us throughout the year. I would also like to thank 
my editing team for bringing all the pieces of the news-
letter together and finally all the students without whom 
this obviously wouldn’t be possible. 

Wishing everyone a great summer – whether it be spent 
at Warwick or abroad – and best of luck in what is to 
follow!

Samar Farah
Editor , WGDS Newsletter

WGDS NEWSLETTER ISSUE  NO 2 	 SUMMER 2007

1

 

IN THIS ISSUE...
LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

QUOTES & PHOTOS	 	 2

ACADEMIC ARTICLES	 	 4

Professor Rai on Geographies of Exclu-
sion and Politics of Inclusion

Global Government: Global Scale 
Action for Global Scale Problems    
by Calyn Shaw 

The Political Economy of Regional-
ism: A Case Study of MERCOSUR   
by Ramiro Lopez-Ghio

PERSONAL REFLECTIONS 	 10
Is Poverty the Main Cause of Secu-

rity Issues? by Judy Chih Lin

Interview with Jon Elmer: The Real-
ity of the Occupation by Samar Farah

PAMOJA: A New Generation of 
Leaders for a New Africa by Elinam 
Adadevoh

L I M U N 2007: A Report on the 
Social Humanitarian and Cultural 
Committee  by Natasha Doyle-Bridgewater

Globalisation and Development: A 
Personal Perspective by Peter Ptashko 

What Next? Moving into the Pro-
fessional World by Joerg Wiegratz 

REVIEW OF WGDS LECTURES 22

CARTOONS		 	 	 29

IN CONCLUSION...	 	 30

WARWICK GLOBAL DEVELOPMENT 
SOCIETY NEWSLETTER



WGDS NEWSLETTER ISSUE  NO 2 	 SUMMER 2007

2

SPICES

A wide selec-
tions of spices 
imported from 
Yemen are on 
display for sale at 
the annual festi-
val of ‘Global 
Village’ in Dubai, 
U.A.E. This event 
runs throughout 
the month of 
January and in-
cludes everything 
from food, cloth-
ing and handi-
crafts to home 
accessories from 
all over the 

world: a true ex-
ample of globalisation. 

submitted by Samar Farah

Quotes:
“All of  life is interrelated. We are all caught in 
an inescapable network of  mutuality, tied to a 
single garment of  destiny. Whatever affects one 
directly affects all indirectly” 
~Martin Luther King Jr. 

“If  something is sustainable, it means we can 
go on doing it indefinitely. If  it isn't, we can't.”
~Jonathon Porritt

“Clothes make the man. Naked people have lit-
tle or no influence on society.” ~Mark Twain

It is the absence of  broad-based business ac-
tivity, not its presence that condemns much of  
humanity to suffering. Indeed, what is utopian 
is the notion that poverty can be overcome 
without the active engagement of  business." 
~Kofi Annan

I do not like this word "bomb." It is not a 
bomb. It is a device that is exploding.” 
~Jacques le Blanc, French ambassa-
dor on nuclear weapons
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Making a living...

Ghanaian street vendors 
selling one-man-thousand (a 
type of fish) and
various foods to travelers. 
Street vending is a common 
activity on major streets in 
Ghana, where anything from 
fruits/snacks to main meals 
are sold. For many of these 
young women, this is their 
main source of income.

submitted by Elinam Adadevoh

Warwick Global Development Society Forum
The objective of the 2007 Forum was to build on the course work that the MA students had covered since October 2006, and 
to explore areas and topics that students believe to be of pressing concern in the fields of globalisation and development.



Academic Articles
GEOGRAPHIES OF EXCLUSION AND 
POLITICS OF INCLUSION
~Professor Shirin Rai

Paper presented at the Round Table on Race Based Exclu-
sions in the Teaching of IR, International Studies Associa-
tion Conference, March 2007, Chicago

When we examine the geographies of exclusion 
we are simultaneously examining the politics of 
inclusion. The needs of metropolitan centres at-
tract populations to it, but  also contain and shape 
the inclusion. The ghettos of subalterneity  that 
emerge tell us about both, the expanded needs of 
metropolitan power and its servicing by the sub-
altern other. And yet, the flourishings in the 
ghetto do challenge as well as serve the needs of 
the metropolis. The question then, following Spi-
vak, is not only ‘can the subaltern speak’, but 
also ‘can the metropolis 
hear’? 

The ‘hearing’ often takes 
form of illustrative en-
gagements. The approach 
often lead to museum like 
displays of the exoticised 
other – teaching us about 
civilizations declined, pe-
ripheral but colourful exam-
ples of weakness in one or other form. This illus-
trative power holds sway in curricula through 
which metropolitan power teaches its own as 
well as the elites of emerging economies – both 
servicing the needs of the metropolis. When the 
day is done, the glass cabinets with their displays 
of decline can be locked away in darkened 
rooms, having created value in instruction as well 
as the fees charged for entry  to the space of that 
instruction. 

But what of the voices of the ghettos? Peripheral 
and contained perhaps, but also escaping and dis-

turbing the dominant flows of communications. 
Worried by all sorts of internal demons – ac-
countability, authenticity, representation – en-
gagement with the dominant flows of communi-
cation display post-colonial anxieties that  don’t 
make for ‘easy listening’ of neat  composition. 
The internal disturbance resonates in the frac-
tured, sometimes tortured articulations of anger, 
but also in alternative visions of changing land-
scapes. 

If this mapping of exclusion and inclusion reso-
nates at all with the state of IR, then where do we 
go from here? Raising this question in the acad-
emy is in itself critical – what we teach, how we 
teach and who teaches are all questions that need 
repeated airing. However, if we accept the power 
of the metropolis as shaping our lives, then the 
answers to these questions will continue to reflect 
that power despite the challenges that the ghetto 
and the museum poses by their presence in the 

metropolitan landscape. It  is 
the political flourishings 
there that will continuously 
bring us back to the ‘how’ 
of both exclusion and in-
clusion. These dissident 
voices do this, as Ashley 
and Walker have sug-
gested, through four strate-
gies of dissidence: 

 1) Ambiguity rather than certainties
 2) Struggle to create new spaces where 
     we can think ‘other-wise’
 3. Proliferation of many voices
 4. Resist-Knowing – avoiding ‘paradig-
     matic conceit’*

They  do this because they  crave not only  inter-
pretative autonomy but also a transformative 
politics that address both the exclusions and 
terms of inclusion in the teaching of IR. 
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*Reading Dissidence/Writing the Discipline: Crisis and the 
Question of Sovereignty in International Studies, ISQ 
34(1990).

Dr. Shirin Rai is a Professor of Politics and International Studies and 
the Director of the MA/Dip in Globalisation and Development at the 
University of  Warwick

GLOBAL GOVERNMENT: 
GLOBAL SCALE ACTION FOR GLOBAL 
SCALE PROBLEMS
~Calyn Shaw

In this article I would like to use the 
2007 Reith Lectures by Jeffery 
Sachs ‘Bursting at the Seams’ as 
backdrop  for a larger argument, 
which I have been mulling over for 
the better part of four years. 

This year’s guest of the Reith Lectures, a series 
of annual BBC radio talks given by prominent 
intellectuals of the day, was Jeffrey  Sachs - one 
of the world’s leading development economists. 
He is the Director of the Earth Institute at Co-
lumbia University in New York and one of the 
architects of the UN’s Millenniums Development 
Goals. However, Jeffery Sachs is not uncontro-
versial, and even in the Reith Lectures he faced 
strong criticism for his beliefs. One of the most 
striking aspects of the 2007 Reith Lectures was 
Sachs’ unapologetic optimism, his belief that we, 
as a human race, can and will do better in the fu-
ture to meet the most pressing of world chal-
lenges which accompany  globalisation. Follow-
ing each of the five lectures, Sachs was chal-
lenged on his optimism. Audience members from 
London, Beijing, New York, and Edinburgh ex-
pressed skepticism about Sachs’ arguments and 
pessimism about our overall capabilities as a 
race. However, Sachs thundered away unwaver-
ingly  that  we can, and indeed must, overcome the 
reality  that our world is ‘bursting at the seams’. 
For Sachs:
 Our generation's unique challenge is learning 
to live peacefully and sustainably in an extraordinar-

ily crowded world. Our planet is crowded to an un-
precedented degree. It is bursting at the seams. It's 
bursting at the seams in human terms, in economic 
terms, and in ecological terms. This is our greatest 
challenge: learning to live in a crowded and inter-
connected world that is creating unprecedented pres-
sures on human society and on the physical environ-
ment.
The solution Sachs offers is not complex and it is 
most definitely attainable. What Sachs advocates 
is cooperation in the form of global scale action 
for global scale challenges. According to each of 

the lectures this global cooperation 
will emerge from the recognition of 
shared goals and accountability and 
will be facilitated by empowered 
local solutions. Sachs argues that:
The way of solving problems requires 
one fundamental change, a big one, and 
that is learning that the challenges of 

our generation are not us versus them, they are not us 
versus Islam, us versus the terrorists, us versus Iran, 
they are us, all of us together on this planet against a 
set of shared and increasingly urgent problems. By 
understanding those problems, understanding them at 
their depth, understanding what we share with every 
part of this world in the need to face these challenges, 
we can find peace. But we are living in a cloud of 
confusion, where we have been told that the greatest 
challenge on the planet is us versus them, a throw-
back to a tribalism that we must escape for our own 
survival.

This is not idealism but the logical rejection of 
the pervasive dichotomies of ‘us’ versus ‘them’, 
which currently  plague international politics. Fur-
thermore, Sachs replaces this destructive reliance 
on exceptionalism by postulating more important 
dichotomies such as a collective global ‘us’ ver-
sus environmental crisis, or ‘us’ versus poverty. 
Why is this so important? Is it important because, 
not only  was it said by  a famous person in front 
of a famous audience, but  because it is politically 
profound. The rejection of exceptionalism, the 
rejection of ‘us’ versus ‘them’, and the argument 
for the collective ‘us’ versus common global 
‘enemies’ is a call for the unification of mankind 
not under empire but against what he outlines as 
three global challenges. Using his argument these 
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challenges can, and should, become global unifi-
ers. 

Sachs identifies the three common problems we 
face moving forward in the 21st century as: (a) 
the Anthropocene, which is the idea that for the 
first time in history the physical systems of the 
planet -- chemical fluxes, the climate, habitats, 
biodiversity, evolutionary processes -- are to an 
incredible and unrecognised extent under human 
forces that now dominate a large measure of the 
most central ecological, chemical and bio-
physical processes on the planet; (b) the chal-
lenge of geo-politics, a challenge that Sachs calls 
the Age of Convergence, which is marked by a 
fundamental shift of economic power, and the 
political power that goes along with it; and (c) 
the challenge of the weakest links, which is the 
acknowledgement that in an interconnected 
world, all parts of the world are affected by  what 
happens in all other parts of the world, and some-
times surprisingly so. Sachs explains that:

In an interconnected world we have great need and 
basic responsibility, for our own survival, to attend to 
the weakest links. By that I mean those places in the 
world that suffer, those places in the world where 
people die because they are too poor to stay alive, 
those parts of the world which -- by virtue of physical 
geography, epidemiology, climate stress, rain-fed ag-
riculture and drought-prone savannah climates for 
example -- face horrific challenges to even get onto 
the ladder of development.

Political scientists should be acutely  aware of the 
importance of what underlies these arguments. 
The ability  to define the exceptions, to decide the 
parameters of the inside/outside dichotomy has in 
the past been within the purview of states. Carl 
Schmitt famously argued that, “Sovereign is he 
who decides on the state of exception.” And for 
this reason, sovereignty and thus legitimacy in 
the realm of international action lies predomi-
nantly with sovereign nation states. Sachs, how-
ever, makes the ‘outside’ common global ene-
mies such as environmental destruction and pov-
erty, as opposed to other states, people, or relig-
ions, and this is fundamentally important. 

Why some challenge Sachs as ‘pie in the sky’ 
idealism is precisely because they are focused on 
the failures of the current international structures 
and institutions based on old outdated notions of 
exceptionalism. Acknowledging, as Sachs has, 
the flaw of this type of thinking is important, but 
trying to move beyond it is extremely challeng-
ing. The process of ‘othering’, of framing the 
world as ‘us’ against ‘them’ or ‘good’ versus 
‘evil’ continues to play  a significant role in how 
global institutions conduct themselves. As a re-
sult, what are needed now to address these chal-
lenges and put Sachs’ vision into practice are the 
suitable institutions and structures (the proper 
global constitution). 

To reiterate the main argument of Sachs: the 
world can rid itself of disease, poverty  and pollu-
tion through cooperation. Global problems can 
only be solved with global public understanding. 
Even the deepest skepticism, it  seems, is about 
our very ability  to cooperate, not about technical 
solutions to our most challenging problems. But 
to believe that global cooperation is beyond our 
capacity is a dangerous, defeatist  belief. It leads 
to the conclusion that war is inevitable – that 
mankind is doomed – and we are gripped by 
forces that we cannot control. Sachs rejects this 
pessimism using the words of John F. Kennedy:

For in the final analysis, our most basic common link 
is that we all inhabit this small planet, we breathe the 
same air. We all cherish out children’s future. And we 
are all mortal.

There is of course precedence, or at least 
groundwork, for stronger global cooperation. 
Over the past fifteen years world governments 
have engaged with each other to set global goals 
in three vital areas: protecting the environment, 
fighting the spread of nuclear weapons, and tack-
ling poverty. There have been six specific agree-
ments regarding these three key  areas. Three 
emerged from the 1992 Earth Summit in Rio – 
agreements to (a) fight climate change, (b) ad-
dress the loss of biodiversity, and (c) fight deser-
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tification. Two treaties were signed in the mid-
1990s, which banned nuclear weapons. And the 
sixth specific global agreement was the Millen-
nium Development Goals signed in 2000. These 
six promises are what Sachs calls the Millennium 
promises, and his proposal is that we should pur-
sue global cooperation by  fulfilling these prom-
ises. These must, according to Sachs, act as our 
compass. In this age of complexity, they should 
enable us to steer our most basic task of holding 
our governments, societies and individuals ac-
countable to these mutual commitments. As such, 
each agreement should become a basic feature of 
good global governance. 

The flaw in Sachs’ argument is that he com-
pletely  rejects the notion, or even the possibility, 
of global government. He fears the problems as-
sociated with big bureaucracy and as a result ad-
vocates strongly  for local solutions, fostering a 
belief that global cooperation will manifest itself 
out of necessity. While much of the Reith Lec-
tures are absolutely inspiring, this argument in 
the final lecture, which was titled: ‘Global Poli-
tics in a Complex Age’, seems entirely counterin-
tuitive. It appears far more logical that global 
scale action for global scale problems would be 
best facilitated by  a global governance mecha-
nism, which would have global authority and 
would be democratically legitimate. One of the 
major problems at the global level is that we lack 
adequate institutions of global governance with 
the authority  and enforcement power to provide 
public goods. Instead, we have anarchy and con-
sequently weak incentives to supply public goods 
and strong incentives to ‘free ride’ and renege on 
international agreements. What is needed is in-
ternational innovation that combines jurisdic-
tional authority  in the provision of collective 
goods with democratic decision-making that 
would give the authority political legitimacy. 

Like law and order within states, the global secu-
rity, conflict resolution and peace that Sachs dis-
cussed is a public good and should be placed un-
der international leadership, not left to an indi-

vidual state or even to a coalition of states to act 
as policemen of the world. Much of the opposi-
tion to globalization arises because ordinary peo-
ple have little control over the global forces, 
which shape their lives. At the national level, 
democratic institutions can temper market forces, 
maintain social order, supply  public goods and 
bestow legitimacy on the rules, which enforce the 
implicit social contract. In order for Sachs’ vision 
of collective global action supported by effective 
global governance to be turned into a reality, 
similar institutions must be created at the global 
level.

The logical argument here, which I alluded to at 
the beginning of this article, is to create a global 
government. The policy changes and strategies 
that Sachs supports, and I completely agree with, 
require global strategies that can only  be imple-
mented by institutions of global governance. 
These, in turn, require that states relinquish some 
of their sovereignty  to global institutions and that 
these new institutions be organized on demo-
cratic principles in order to ensure their legiti-
macy and effectiveness. The question should not 
be whether or not global government can play a 
positive role in promoting collective global ac-
tion against global scale problems. The key ques-
tion that must be posed is how can we facilitate 
the development of a global government?                   
Calyn Shaw is a Postgraduate student, currently studying 
Globalisation &  Development at the University of War-
wick.

WGDS NEWSLETTER ISSUE  NO 2 	 SUMMER 2007

7



THE POLITICAL ECONOMY OF REGION-
ALISM: A CASE STUDY OF MERCOSUR 
~Ramiro Lopez-Ghio

MERCOSUR, which in Spanish means Southern 
Common Market is a regional trade agreement 
that was founded in 1991 by Argentina, Brazil, 
Paraguay, Uruguay and Venezuela. The first four 
countries joined the block from the beginning, 
whereas Venezuela joined it in 2006. Its purpose 
is to promote free trade and the fluid movement 
of goods, people, and currency.

The origins of MERCOSUR can be found in the 
bilateral cooperation agreements between Argen-
tina and Brazil, Argentina and Uruguay, and Bra-
zil and Uruguay of the 1980s. These institutional 
instruments established a precedent in the region 
since Brazil and Argentina did not follow the 
politics of integration and for many  years were in 
conflict with bordering countries. (Klom, 2003)

Brazil and Argentina saw cooperation based on 
agreements as a way to strengthen their fledging 
democracies and as a tool to increase their ex-
ports to overcome the external economic restric-

tions placed on them. As Cason (2000) states, the 
new governments in both countries reasoned that 
if they tied themselves more closely to each oth-
ers’ economies, a renewal of traditional disputes 
and conflicts would be less likely. In that sense, 
MERCOSUR was a tool for consolidating de-
mocracy in the region.

The aim of the block was to enhance “economic 
development with social justice”. In its core there 
were two important ideas: the utilisation of open 
regionalism to bring economic prosperity and the 
political significance of the block as a “joint  pro-
posal for the shared development of these South 
American nations” (Peña, 1995).

The MERCOSUR’s boom is linked with the in-
crease of intra-block trade. Between 1995 and 
1999, the participation in MERCOSUR as a for-
eign market for its members’ exports (intra-
MERCOSUR exports) grew from 20.4 percent to 
25.14 percent. As intra-trade exports in MER-
COSUR grew, the three smallest economies of 
the block benefited the most due to the access to 
Brazil’s huge market. In the case of Argentina, 
this proportion increased from 28 to 35.6 per cent 
during these years (CEI).

More than fifteen years after its launch, MER-
COSUR is in a stagnant position. After an initial 
phase of dynamism in the elimination of tariffs, 
no substantial advancements have taken place on 
the institutional front of the block. Although 
MERCOSUR had been conceived as a founda-

WGDS NEWSLETTER ISSUE  NO 2 	 SUMMER 2007

8



tion for the "deep integration" of its members, it 
has been characterized by the total absence of 
mechanisms and policies oriented towards find-
ing solutions to the structural asymmetries. 
Therefore, MERCOSUR is now facing a crisis of 
credibility and there are several doubts about the 
relevance of its objectives (Bouzas, 2004).

One of the biggest challenges MERCOSUR faces 
is to overcome to its institutional deficit. In par-
ticular, in order to develop a strong block, mem-
bers must subordinate autonomy to build up  more 
solid institutions. However, it is unlikely  that 
Brazil will subordinate its political agenda to the 
integration process and open its doors to commu-
nity  rules and supranational institutions. If Brazil 
will continue perceiving MERCOSUR as a po-
litical tool to enlarge its bargaining power in the 
international trade arena –something that it can 
reach with the current scheme- the incentives to 
develop such institutions and lose some degree of 
freedom in domestic policies are minimal. On the 
other hand, without solid institutions it is highly 
probable that MERCOSUR will remain fluctuat-
ing within these cycles of prosperity and crisis 
since it will rely  on the agenda of the govern-
ments that are most prominent at the moment.

Bibliography
Bouzas R., “La Dinámica Institucional y Normativa: 
un Avance” en Evaluación y Desempeño y Aportes 
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Cason J., “On the Road to Southern Cone Economic 
Integration”, Journal of Inter-American Studies and 
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Ramiro Lopez-Ghio is a Postgraduate student, currently 
studying Globalisation &  Development at the University of 
Warwick.

   ***  
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Personal Reflections
Is Poverty the Main Cause of Se-
curity Issues?
~Judy Chih Lin

After taking Security  Studies for twenty weeks, it 
appeared that poverty was the main cause of most 
non-traditional security issues. The causes of ter-
rorism are often associated to negative impacts of 
globalization and modernization such as uneven 
distribution of resources. For example, poverty is 
likely to fuel ethnic conflicts and cause health 
security issues such as those relating to AIDS, 
which require investment from developed nations 
to prevent and stop the pandemic in Africa. Fur-
thermore, the root causes behind transnational 
criminal activities such as narco-trafficking, pro-
liferation of small arms, human trafficking and 
human smuggling are also related to poverty. 
This leads to the question of whether poverty is 
the main cause of problems in the world or 
whether it is an excuse used by  states for their 
poor performance in delivering public goods and 
services to their people when real problems may 
be due to ineffectual governance.

Imagine an ideal world where the Millennium 
Development Goals are actually  achieved and 
poverty  no longer exists. Would all current secu-
rity  issues associated with poverty cease to exist? 
Or would these problems remain unresolved? I 
believe that the reduction of poverty will signifi-
cantly reduce such issues, but it will not  be able 
to completely eradicate these problems. Poverty 
may be a main cause in most security issues, but 
it is very  likely that most of the security issues 
associated with poverty will remain. Not all non-
traditional security  issues associated with poverty 
are problems associated to uneven distribution of 
wealth. For instance, poverty and lack of job op-
portunities in the Middle East might make it eas-
ier for terrorist groups to recruit followers, but  it 
is not the only cause behind support of Jihad or 

religious terrorism. Public support  of terrorism in 
many cases can be related to the clash of political 
ideals, and lack of understanding and respect for 
different cultures. This has resulted into stereo-
typing and intolerance of Islam, which has ar-
guably  led to the US intervention in other coun-
tries’ domestic matters. The main cause of terror-
ism is also associated to the world order and the 
structure of the international system and not just 
poverty alone.

Prevention of transnational crimes needs more 
than just aid or investment from developed na-
tions. Developed nations can provide crucial re-
sources and technical support to combat these 
issues, but in the end it all comes down to the 
will of governments to implement measures, pro-
tocols and use resources wisely  . The prevention 
of transnational crime requires states to create 
stricter law enforcement measures and create 
more comprehensive multilateral agreements on 
how to deal with the extradition of transnational 
criminals. Furthermore, political instability and 
corruption is always a problem that makes it 
rather difficult to ensure that resources will be 
going to the right places and not into the pockets 
of elites or corrupt government officials. With 
regards to human trafficking and narco-
trafficking, as long as there is a market that reaps 
high benefits such as from the selling of drugs or 
people into prostitution and as slaves for hard 
labour, it is likely  that such criminal activities 
will continue especially with narco-trafficking.
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The eradication of poverty may significantly  di-
minish some of the current challenges to security 
such as the spread of the AIDS epidemic, but it 
will take more than that to resolve all security 
issues. Development is often defined in terms of 
material wealth that might encourage corruption 
among elites. This is because development is of-
ten associated with neo-liberal thought . For in-
stance the economic well being of states is meas-
ured in terms of GDP, GNP, purchasing parity, 
and a comparison between baskets of goods. This 
creates the insatiable desire for material goods, 
which is a problematic image that developed na-
tions are imposing on developing ones.  During 
the period of industrialization developed nations 
were able to exploit  the environment and labour 
to acquire their current status in regards to devel-
opment, while developing nations were unable to. 
If all nations followed this model sustainable de-
velopment might as well be a myth. Perhaps it is 
best to rethink development by striving towards 
specifically designed models of development for 
different states rather than imposing a general 
model of development on all states. 

It is convenient to say that poverty is the root 
cause of all global problems, but it  should not be 
used as a general explanation for all security 
problems. Understanding and respect  for differ-
ent cultures is needed to resolve security issues 

such as terrorism. Developed nations can be re-
sponsible and helpful only to a certain extent, but 
crucial problems such as corruption that hinder 
flow of resources to resolve the right issues re-
quire internal reforms within states. In the end, it 
is the developing states themselves that must go 
through a painful process of change to achieve 
the living standards they aspire. This implies that 
the idea of development will vary between states 
and should not be a universal concept 

Judy Chih Lin is a Postgraduate student, currently 
studying International Relations at the University of 
Warwick 

  ***

INTERVIEW WITH JON ELMER: 
THE REALITY OF THE OCCUPA-
TION
~Samar Farah

This year, 2007, marks the 40th year of Israeli 
occupation of Palestine. I caught up with Jon 
Elmer, a young Canadian photojournalist, who 
has worked in the Middle East and particularly 
in the Occupied Territories for the past four 
years. Having recently returned from Lebanon 
and Gaza, Jon has offered to share some insight 
into the intensity of the occupation and its effects 
on the day to day lives of people living under it; 
something that tends to be neglected in popular 
media today.  

Q: In 2005, Israel pulled out of Gaza as part of 
its ‘Disengagement Plan,’ arguing that it was a 
step taken by  Israel towards peace. After having 
been there during that process and then again this 
year, what do you have to say about any changes 
that have taken place in Gaza since then, particu-
larly with respect to the socioeconomic condi-
tions?

Jon: By all accounts, the situation has declined 
significantly since Israel sealed off Gaza in the 
summer of 2005, and particularly since the sanc-
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tions regime imposed in early  2006 after the Pal-
estinians elected Hamas. Human security does 
not exist in Gaza – 1.1 of 1.4 million Gazans are 
dependent on UN food assistance for survival on 
a day-to-day basis.

According to the official “Disengagement Plan” 
passed by Israel’s Knesset, the move was in-
tended to “dispel claims regarding Israel's re-
sponsibility for the Palestinians in the Gaza 
Strip.” However, Israel’s legal relationship with 
the occupied Palestinians is not one of responsi-
bility; it is one of legal obligation. The removal 
of settlers and the “redeployment” of the military 
from Gaza in 2005 did not end the occupation of 
Gaza – it worsened it. Israel remains in absolute 
control of the border crossings, the sea, the air-
space; it prohibits entry  and exit of civilian 
travel, comprehensively  obstructs trade and ex-
port while Israeli military operations have con-
tinued in Gaza with a startling pattern of regular-
ity.

Q: It has been argued that the corruption within 
the Palestinian Authority, particularly of the Fa-
tah leadership, led to the election of Hamas in 
2005, but since then we have seen fierce internal 
clashes between the two factions. How serious 
do you view these problems to be, and what con-
sequences do you think they have on maintaining 
cohesive authority as part of the newly created 
unity government? 

Jon: The factional strife is serious and the lack 
of authority and leadership  is a crisis for the Pal-
estinian struggle. The most influential Palestinian 
leadership has been assassinated or imprisoned 
by Israel and the civil society institutions have 
been gutted and destroyed, particularly since the 
intifada began in 2000. The US and Israel are 
further inflaming the discord by backing anti-
government Fatah forces. Under these condi-
tions, implementing and maintaining the unity 
government will be an enormous challenge. 
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Q: The topic of media representation of the con-
flict is a major point of contestation; what, in 
your opinion, are some of the untrue yet preva-
lent beliefs about the conflict that are presented 
in the West, due to media misrepresentation? And 
what role does politics play into that?

Jon: The media representation of the Israel-
Palestine conflict tends to over-emphasize ab-
stract political issues like diplomacy and domes-
tic politics while systematically  under-
emphasizing the daily reality  of the conflict – 
namely, the grinding occupation and its human 
consequences. The checkpoints, the Wall, the 
constant Israeli military incursions, the expand-
ing political prisoner population, the purposeful 
devastation of the economy through restrictions 
on movement – these are the issues that define 
Palestinian reality  in the West Bank and Gaza. 
Stories about human suffering do appear in the 
corporate media from time to time, but generally 
only in isolation – not as the perfectly predictable 
result of Israel’s military occupation.

Q: Suicide bombing is another issue that has 
been incessantly debated. Many people argue 
that they do not support the plight of the Pales-
tinians because they terrorise the Israelis by per-
forming suicide bombings, which have clearly 
been targeting Israeli civilians. Can you com-
ment on this issue? 

Jon: Rather than the gruesome calculus of evalu-
ating methods used to kill civilians (is a 10-kg 
bomb on a bus more offensive than a one-tonne 
bomb dropped from an F16 on to a packed 
apartment complex?), it  would be better to be 
concerned about the scale of the attacks and the 
impunity with which they occur. During the inti-
fada, Israel killed Palestinian civilians at a rate of 
well over 5:1; in 2006, the death toll was 683 
Palestinians and 17 Israelis. 

Q: Israel has been building a Wall that is on av-
erage 60m wide and 8m high surrounding Israel, 
but that is also cutting through many areas of the 
West Bank.  In July 2004, the International Court 
of Justice ruled that this wall is illegal, calling for 
it to be dismantled.  However, the Israeli gov-
ernment argues that it must be built to provide 
security for its citizens from Palestinian terror-
ists, and therefore, no action has been taken to 
implement this ruling. From what you’ve seen, 
what can you say  about the reality on the 
ground?

Jon: The 700-km Wall is almost entirely  built in 
the Palestinian West Bank. It doesn’t surround 
Israel, it surrounds the Palestinians. It seals the 
West Bank Palestinian population centres into 
ghettoes completely surrounded by  Israel (Gaza 
was walled-off in the early  1990s). It is designed 
to bring the maximum number of Israeli settlers/
settlements into Israel – more than 80% of the 
400,000 illegal settlers in the West Bank and East 
Jerusalem. The Wall confirms the kind of “state” 
that Israel is preparing for the Palestinians.
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I would like to thank Jon Elmer  for taking the time to 
share his thoughts and experiences with WGDS. For more 
articles and photos by Jon Elmer, please see: 
www.jonelmer.ca

  ***

PAMOJA: A NEW GENERATION  

OF LEADERS FOR A NEW AFRICA
~ Elinam Adadevoh

From December 28th 2006 to January 3rd 2007 a 
great historical event occurred. The dream of 
Campus Crusade for Christ International was 
made real when about  2,300 Christian students 
and young professionals from 37 African coun-
tries gathered at Kabarak University in Nakuru 
Kenya. At the Pamoja (together) Africa confer-
ence, the delegates were challenged through ple-
nary talks and seminars with the message that the 
time for Africa to take its rightful position as a 
leader in the world is now. The seminars touched 
on diverse issues such as: mentoring; HIV/AIDS; 
counselling skills; African youth and Westernisa-
tion; preparing for marriage; improving your 
family economically; power and authority; media 
in missions; developing a vision and mission for 
your life; and personal financial management. 
The plenary speakers were Rev. Dr. Delanyo 
Adadevoh, Mr. Henri Aoun, Mr. Bekele Shanko, 
Dr. Tokunboh Adeyemo, Rev. Munengi Mulandi 
and Dr. Lois Semenye. The conference was a 
wake up call to all the delegates that ‘it  is time 
for Africa to arise and shine.’ Africa is in a des-
perate situation. Even after independence, the 
continent is still being called a Dark Continent 
plagued with several problems. Africa is impov-
erished. HIV is destroying the future of the conti-
nent. Everyday 6,000 people in Africa die of 
AIDS. Corruption costs Africa 150 billion dollars 
a year. This need not be the case.

The truth is Africa is not a Dark Continent. As 
correctly  stated by Dr. Tokunboh Adeyemo, it  is a 
continent of spiritual dynamism and fervency. A 
continent blessed with beauty, human resources 
and natural resources. Botswana, Angola and the 

Democratic Republic of Congo rank amongst the 
leading producers of diamonds. Ghana and Ivory 
Coast are among the top  producers of cocoa in 
the world. Currently Nigeria produces 3.5 million 
barrels of oil a day. Cameroon and Madagascar 
have the greatest potential for hydroelectric 
power in the world. Africa is rich. It has unbe-
lievable potential and riches that need to be mo-
bilized. Africans cannot continue to live with 
their arms stretched out. After all, most, if not  all 
of the external solutions designed to solve Af-
rica’s problems have failed. It is time for Africans 
to take their stand on developing their continent. 
It is time to change the current position of Africa. 

Mr. Bekele Shanko posed the question: how can 
several of the leaders in the most corrupt African 
countries claim to be Christians? Indeed he is 
right. If one claims to be a Christian, it must af-
fect all areas of life – in politics, in economics 
and in everyday relations with people. The new 
generation of leaders need to be Africans who 
hate mediocrity  and corruption. The transforma-
tion of Africa requires leaders who love Jesus 
Christ – leaders committed to excellence and in-
tegrity. Africa will be changed if Africans live by 
example and become model politicians, econo-
mists, business people and so on. We must all 
live as examples of transformed leaders of integ-
rity. Mr. Ben Ecklu noted that partnership is a 
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major key  to successful development in Africa. 
All Africans must join hands. Africans cannot 
continue to topple others we see succeeding. Mr. 
Ecklu noted that we must live by the principle of 
‘live and let live.’ A Ghanaian proverb says, ‘One 
stick cannot roof a house, neither can one broom-
stick sweep effectively.’ Rev. Dr. Delanyo 
Adadevoh stated that it is important that  women 
are fully incorporated into the process of leading 
transformation in Africa; for ‘leadership that is 
not engendered will be endangered.’

Who will develop Africa? I call on all my African 
brothers and sisters to join in the movement to 
develop our continent. Stand up, Arise and Shine! 
When you and I stand up for Christian values of 
selfless love, integrity and excellence in leader-
ship, Africa will be transformed. Will you be a 
leader for the new generation of Africa?

This conference was not all just  serious talk. 
There were also fun times of sports, shopping, 
and an exciting New Years Eve celebration of 
dancing, singing and modelling. For me, the ma-
jor highlight of the conference was when the 
former President of Kenya, His Excellency Dan-
iel Toroitich arap  Moi welcomed us to his Uni-
versity  and briefly encouraged us to commit our-
selves to the development of our continent. I ex-
tend my greatest gratitude to all the speakers and 
organisers of the Pamoja Africa conference.    

Attending this conference has challenged me. It 
has changed my  worldview. It has changed my 
life. I strongly believe that it is from this event 
and many others like it geared towards the youth 
that the world will see a drastic transformation of 
Africa. Pamoja Africa! Together building a new 
Africa!

Elinam Adadevoh is a Postgraduate student, currently 
studying International Relations at the University of War-
wick.

***
LONDON INTERNATIONAL MODEL 
UNITED NATIONS 2007: A REPORT ON 
THE SOCIAL HUMANITARIAN AND 
CULTURAL COMMITTEE
~ Natasha Doyle-Bridgewater

The eighth annual session of the London Interna-
tional Model United Nations (LIMUN) was held 
at Imperial College in London. Over three days, 
each representative became a diplomat of state 
and entered a simulated world of international 
diplomacy and multilateral negotiations. 

For the thirty something delegates from the Uni-
versity  of Warwick University  it was truly  awe-
inspiring and exhilarating experience, where 
friends were made and knowledge was gained. 

The University of Warwick was assigned the 
countries of Oman and South Africa. As the rep-
resentative of Oman, our committee was faced 
with the option of debating “Human Rights in 
Zimbabwe” or “Human Trafficking”. Delegates 
chose the former, having recognised that the pri-
macy of international human rights law stems 
from the United Nations Charter, alongside the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights.  Dele-
gates from Zimbabwe and the United States 
played key roles in shaping the course of the de-
bate as their discussions engaged the attention of 
all members. 
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The key question was whether “the Zimbabwean 
government had committed any  human rights in-
fringement”. Throughout the weekend strategic 
alliances were formed in an effort to pass a com-
mittee resolution. Though the committee found 
itself at odds, it was agreed that the Universal 
Declaration on Human Rights was in fact part 
and parcel of international law and should be 
viewed as binding erga omnes (that all states 
have a vested interest in the protection of such 
rights). Various draft resolutions were put for-
ward, which included calls for the removal of 
sanctions in an effort to alleviate rising poverty. 
Unfortunately time elapsed and no formal resolu-
tion was agreed upon 
The committee was privileged to have had Mr 
Franco from Amnesty International as a guest 
speaker. He gave an analysis of Human Rights 
Violations (H.R.V) in Zimbabwe since 2000. Mr. 
Franco gave a detailed analysis of the following:

o Significance of the Zimbabwean crisis 
from an African perspective 

o An assessment of African government 
reaction to the crises, especially the Afri-
can Union (A.U) 

o Implications for Human Rights in Africa.

Today’s crisis in Africa arose as a consequence of 
corruption, economic instability, civil war and the 
existing tensions between civil society and the 
state. In Zimbabwe, the question of land was not 

the crux of the problem, rather it  was the need for 
change and the lack of solutions to effect change 
in the country. The escalation in H.R.V took 
place against a backdrop of severe economic de-
cline (with inflation figures at 1600%) and acute 
food shortages. Furthermore the actions of the 
current government have served to exacerbate the 
problems in the country as the country’s presi-
dent in a 2000 Referendum offered farmland pre-
viously owned by white Zimbabweans to sup-
porters in exchange for continued rule. The failed 
referendum signaled the growing strength of the 
opposition in the country, as well as the initiation 
of a crackdown on what the government consid-
ered to be dissidents and ‘stooges’ of a neo-
colonialist era. 

Accordingly, Mr. Franco was of the belief that 
the A.U could play a crucial role in the com-
mencement of reform, in addition to restraining 
the actions of the government of Zimbabwe. 

Victory does not give a government the right to 
trample on its citizens. As such the A.U must 
recognise that protection of human rights cannot 
necessarily rely on the voluntary restraint of the 
government.

Natasha Doyle-Bridgewater is a Postgraduate student, 
currently studying Globalisation & Development at the 
University of Warwick. 

***
GLOBALISATION AND DEVELOP-

MENT: A PERSONAL PERSPECTIVE
~ Peter Ptashko 

When considering what to write this time round 
for the newsletter I thought it important to try and 
make a uniquely personal contribution, but also 
something that  itself reflected on the course, and 
the way it has impacted on me as a student, and 
individual. So, after the culmination of some 
strong consideration, not a little amount of soul-
searching and some very happy remembrances, 
I’ve come up  with what follows. I hope you gain 
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as much satisfaction in reading it as I have in 
writing it.

The structure of the Globalisation and Develop-
ment course meant that initially  we examined the 
key theories behind ‘Development’. From a per-
sonal standpoint this was not the most interesting 
time of the course as I prefer to look at the most 
pressing, practical issues that are affecting our 
world now, but this was obviously  necessary in 
providing the structure behind the way we can 
address and hopefully tackle these problems. 
Most importantly, from a selfish perspective, this 
time provided a chance for me get to know my 
classmates, and Professor Rai, more closely. This 
was also the time at which I put my personal ex-
perience of having lived and studied at Warwick 
University  for three years to use – becoming in-
volved in and supporting Warwick’s Globalisa-
tion and Development Society, headed by Calyn 
and Samar (your editor), very good friends of 
mine. I’ve tried to provide friendly advice and 
support as much as possible in their academic 
talks and also through organising various social 
events. 

As the year continued, we began 
to tackle such fascinating issues 
as Third World Debt, Social 
Capital, Transnational Produc-
tion and Ecological Degradation 
– the last being an area of per-
sonal interest in particular. They 
have helped us to position the 
concepts we have looked at into 
specific modern issues, prob-
lems and situations, while also 
being some of the most pressing 
in the world today. While I was very sadly absent 
for part of the second term in my  work for our 
Students’ Union, the feel of the structure of the 
course had by now become readily apparent. De-
tailed and engaging presentations followed by 
typically informed, productively argumentative, 
discussions have enabled all of us on this course 

to gain a proper understanding of each topic cov-
ered.

The end of the course brought the two separate 
groups of students, which the course had been 
split into, together for a ‘Global Forum’ – a wide-
ranging and ambitious discussion of key global 
developmental issues. Its ambition was very 
much matched by its delivery. Panels on Trade, 
Security, the Environment and AIDS were deliv-
ered with critical and lively discussion following 
each of them. Everyone was able to fully  engage 
with all the issues and, on a personal level, I felt 
like I was part of a wider process at the heart of 
addressing these issues in the longer term – sur-
rounded by some of the people who will ulti-
mately  be charged with doing so. I was given the 
privilege of chairing the panel on Environmental 
Degradation, which analysed its many  facets, and 
offered some frank analysis and options for the 
future – something that was incredibly  interesting 
and informative for the panel, all the participants, 
and especially myself. The closing social and cul-
tural event helped round off the day in a light and 
entertaining manner.

As I reflect on the year, though it is still not yet 
over, I think of the people I’ve shared it with, the 
things I’ve learnt and the experience I’ve taken 
with me. I want to thank everyone on my  course, 
with several notable people who stand out and 
know who they are for their energy, enthusiasm, 
good humour and vast knowledge, which has 
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helped propel me through a very  challenging year 
in many ways. 

I’d also like to thank Professors Pirie and Rai, for 
their time, commitment, drive and passion which 
has made this course the fascinating and stand-
out MA experience that it truly is. Thank you all, 
and good luck for the future.

Peter Ptashko is a Postgraduate student,  currently study-
ing Globalisation &  Development at the University of 
Warwick. He is also the WGDS Social Secretary.

***

WHAT NEXT? MOVING INTO 

THE PROFESSIONAL WORLD
~ Joerg Wiegratz 

In 2003 Joerg Wiegratz completed his Master’s 
degree at the University of Warwick in Interna-
tional Political Economy (IPE). After graduating, 
he interned at UNIDO, a UN agency, and has 
since moved to Uganda where he now works as a 
researcher, consultant and lecturer. In this piece, 
Joerg shares some interesting experiences and 
advice with us, the future graduates.

My post-University experience to date is linked 
to exploring matters of production and trade 
within a development context, with a particular 
focus on Africa/Uganda in the later phase. When 
I was about halfway through the MA year in 
Warwick, I got approval for some funding (from 
the German government) for an internship at an 
international organization. I submitted online ap-
plications for a number of these and was accepted 
by UNIDO (UN Industrial Development Organi-
zation), at the headquarters in Vienna. I consid-
ered UNIDO because of my interest then in ex-
ploring issues of economic development (in par-
ticular industrial production) on the one hand and 
international cooperation and the work of the UN 
on the other.

I worked as an intern with the UNIDO Strategic 
Research and Economics Branch for about seven 
months, directly under the supervision of the 
Branch’s Director. The activities I was involved 
in included: desk research and analysis of issues 
of the global industry in particular, trends in in-
dustrial production as well as policies and strate-
gies for industrial development including con-
cepts of industrial competitiveness and govern-
ance. I also became familiar with the Global 
Value Chains (GVCs) approach, which is being 
promoted by UNIDO’s research and technical 
assistance activities. At that time, I started to feel 
that the GVC approach could be useful for the 
study of global production issues (including 
within an IPE framework). It is at this internship 
placement that I cultivated my current area of 
research interest (GVCs, industrial competitive-

ness); since then, I 
have managed to ex-
plore the topic further 
while in Uganda. 

The internship gave 
me insights into the 
activities that take 
place at a UN head-

quarters (in this case UNIDO’s HQ). This was 
very good exposure, especially at an early stage 
of a career. It allowed me to get a feeling for the 
operations as well as strengths and weaknesses of 
this arm of international cooperation and the aid 
industry in general. It  further helped relating with 
and learning from some senior UN officials, for 
instance regarding their experience, views, work 
methods and ethics etc. They know the develop-
ment scene and institutions well. Notably, some 
of my closest senior colleagues retired within two 
years after I ended my internship. I am grateful 
for having had the chance to work with them. 

After the internship, I was assigned by a UNIDO 
colleague to work on a project in Uganda [1]: 
Here I was a consultant on industrial competi-
tiveness in the Department of Industry  and Tech-
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nology in the Ministry  of Tourism, Trade and 
Industry (MTTI). I supported the department’s 
activities in terms of research and analysis, and 
contributed - as the local focal point of a larger 
team of local and international consultants - to 
the MTTI/UNIDO reports for Uganda on indus-
trial competitiveness, industrial human resource 
development and industrial policy (not yet pub-
lished). The assignment allowed me to study over 
a longer period the development issues in 
Uganda, and work with (thus learn about) differ-
ent actors such as government officials, bureau-
crats, representatives of donors, NGOs or busi-
ness associations, development practitioners, firm 
managers, academics etc. Indeed, the time spent 
with UNIDO in Uganda and the headquarters 
gave me a better feel for the actual size of the 
problem at hand in terms of: (i) economic and 
social development in a country  such as Uganda 
and (ii) the politics, bureaucracy and results of 
international cooperation; in both theoretical and 
practical terms. This personal learning process is 
ongoing – it has been almost three years since I 
have started working in Uganda. 

Although the UNIDO assignment in Uganda 
eventually ended after a period of 16 months, to 
date, I still engage with some Ministry  colleagues 
and follow some of the respective processes and 

debates from a close distance. As a result, I have 
gotten a feel for the cycles and up- and down-
sides of projects and other initiatives. Answering 
the question on how it is to work in the UN could 
take several pages; indeed, you could study the 
interventions, achievements and shortcomings of 
the aid industry in an entire University  term. 
There are books written by UN insiders (current/
former staff) or researchers and other writers that 
exemplify  some of the issues that would probably 
be a part of my longer answer [2]. Indeed, after a 
relatively short time inside the UN you would 
probably  face some of these arguments in a prac-
tical sense. It is, however, very good to see the 
operations of such institutions from inside and to 
try to make a contribution in different forms (e.g. 
in the headquarters and the field) for some time. 
As a young professional (in a situation similar to 
mine), one has to consider after working as a 
freelance consultant for a while if one plans to 
continue this way, or if one wishes to try to be-
come a more permanent staff member with the 
international public service, or if one would like 
to work in other functions and/or fields. That’s 
probably  a matter of values, (short and long term) 
work interest, objectives and motivation as well 
as actual experiences and available alternatives at 
hand.

Following the UNIDO work, I continued provid-
ing services as a consultant/researcher in Uganda. 
The consultancy  wok I did for the German Tech-
nical Cooperation (GTZ) focused on issues of 
economic development and human resource de-
velopment in Uganda and resulted in a respective 
background report  [3]. Further, I was successful 
in getting a research grant from the Uganda Pro-
gramme for Trade Opportunities and Policy (UP-
TOP), a joint programme of the Government of 
Uganda (GoU) and the European Union. This 
research study examined forms of integration and 
upgrading of local firms in GVCs exemplified in 
matters of relations between exporters in Uganda 
and importers in Europe. The research team con-
ducted in-depth interviews with 34 exporters in 
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Uganda and 19 importers in Europe (Nether-
lands, Belgium, Germany, and UK)[4]. The re-
search idea was the result of my  readings since 
working with UNIDO and the interest in (a) test-
ing the earlier mentioned GVC concept and con-
tributing to international research, (b) examining 
the empirical situation for Uganda and (c) ana-
lyzing implications for policy, strategy (GoU, 
local firms) and theory. This study has already 
proven to be a good foundation for engaging with 
international researchers who work in the same 
area. 

Currently, I am working with the same research 
team again to analyze relations between local 
lead firms (buyers) and their smallholder suppli-
ers (farmers) in different agro-sectors. I have also 
started teaching as a part-time lecturer on issues 
of global production and economic development 
at Makerere University.

After all, I am still fascinated by the work on 
value chains and related matters (political, social 
and cultural factors that for instance influence 
cooperation and trust patterns between actors in 
value chains). I plan to continue with research 
(including PhD) and teaching on GVC and other 
topics linked to IPE and related issues of eco-
nomic and political development matters, proba-
bly to a significant extent  continuously with an 
African focus. 

Suggestions for current students: Many students 
of my year in Warwick that I still have contact 
with don’t work in the aid industry or related 
branches. So my account might be relevant only 
to a small group of people, but I would sum up 
the issues as follows:  

1. Write one essay  that makes you familiar 
with the debates and arguments of the 
field that you intend to join; it can give 
you some expertise. I wrote one on trade 
issues and policies in Africa. Also, future 
employers might notice when you have 

shown genuine interest in a relevant topic 
in the past. That’s what I look for when I, 
for instance, search for a research assis-
tant from Makerere University. 

2. Further, it is good to focus on essay  topics 
that are outside practical/mainstream con-
siderations. It can give you intellectual 
depth and independence for some years. 
You might not have time to investigate 
such literature once you are a practitioner. 
For instance, I wrote the final thesis using 
Foucault’s Governmentality  concept to 
analyses Thatcher reforms in Britain. The 
concept is fascinating and I can use it to 
reflect on issues in Uganda; yet thus far it 
has had less direct relevance to the work I 
do. 

3. Good work and personal contacts are key. 
This was the case for many of the steps I 
have taken since leaving University. I 
didn’t really  know anybody  in the aid in-
dustry or related researchers when I was a 
student at Warwick. Networks come with 
time and are a result of different factors, 
one being deliberate efforts to build them. 
In this respect, some steps you can take 
are (i) to e-mail a lot and effectively (you 
can learn this while organizing confer-
ences in Warwick etc.), (ii) get into some 
e-mail groups, (iii) show your face and 
(carefully) share your views at different 
working meetings and conferences (espe-
cially  at the beginning of a working sta-
tion, less later), (iv) start meaningful ini-
tiatives (e.g., I established and chaired a 
series of meetings with interns in 
UNIDO/UN-Vienna covering issues of 
globalisation and development and a 
speakers series with staff members from 
UNIDO and other UN agencies based in 
Vienna to discuss their work and related 
issues), and (v) develop a body of own 
work that  helps you (as a newcomer in a 

WGDS NEWSLETTER ISSUE  NO 2 	 SUMMER 2007

20



country/field) to make a contribution to 
relevant debates, or (vi) even if just by 
establishing a strong database that you 
can share with colleagues when appropri-
ate (e.g., I have compiled about 300 soft-
copy reports about Uganda: this can help 
colleagues and they can help you in other 
ways); and so on. 

4. There will always be avenues that look 
good for some time but then close last 
minute and some that open up  unexpect-
edly.  As a young professional (working 
as a freelance consultant/researcher) in 
particular, you need to be flexible, active, 
self-motivated, determined, and well net-
worked to not ‘fall out’ in the process and 
always have some new work coming up 
while past work ends. Depending on the 
concrete arrangement, expect job uncer-
tainty and frustrations (e.g. regarding late 
extension of the contract, late communi-
cation from partners etc.). In my case, at 
each step I didn’t know much in advance 
what would come next; the next step was 
an outcome of active searching, talks, ap-
plications, luck, good will of colleagues 
etc. There is always a ‘right place the 
right moment’ factor.   

5. Expect work results/impacts that fall short 
of your expectations and hopes. 

6. You can learn a lot from interactions with 
senior experts; they have experienced 
years if not decades of development in 
practice. They  know the development in-
dustry (institutions, politics etc.) and 
might be willing to share their views with 
you. 

7. If you have a European/American back-
ground and wish to learn about and work 
on the practical side of development mat-
ters: Go to work in a developing country 
(called ‘the field’ in the jargon) as soon as 

you can and as long as appropriate. 
Around two years is a good time for the 
beginning. You might start with a short 
term contract  (as in my case in Uganda); 
but it  is important to get started some-
where. If you start and remain at head-
quarter level you might end up just copy-
pasting arguments and findings from 
other reports (advice I got from an 
UNIDO mentor). In my humble opinion, 
getting your own practical field experi-
ence and developing your own views is so 
much better and more sustainable for your 
job satisfaction (and maybe even career).  

8. For the first years, try  to go for the expe-
rience not  for the money, if you have a 
reasonable choice. Without substantial 
practical field experience you might sur-
vive and even make a career in the head-
quarters but you miss out a lot, might not 
get the respect and cooperation from field 
experts (if you come for a field mission 
from Washington/Brussels for two weeks 
or so) and depend more on others (who 
have the knowledge that comes with field 
work) in your judgments and thinking 
about certain issues. 

9. It is good to work inside a national or-
ganization in the respective developing 
country. You experience and learn differ-
ent things depending on whether you are 
based in a Ministry or in the Kampala of-
fice of the German Embassy/European 
Commission.

10. Don’t try to ‘switch countries’ too 
quickly. There is a great benefit in seeing 
things evolve over time, knowing issues, 
and having a network of colleagues, 
friends etc. in a particular country.

11. Keep in contact with the motives, objec-
tives and values that brought you into the 
aid industry (international cooperation). It 
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is easy to get distanced from them from 
time to time, get too much into the devel-
opment slogans and jargon and loose 
critical perspective on the issues. How-
ever you need to ‘stay in contact’ with 
your initial motives to re-assess the path 
you have chosen (assess past and ex-
pected future impact) and carve out new 
working areas that are promising in terms 
of translating these motives etc. into prac-
tice (impact of one’s work). 

12. Keep in contact with your teachers and 
friends from Warwick if appropriate. It’s a 
pleasure and you need that critical root 
when the development mainstream and 
the shortcomings of the field hit you. I 
missed the Warwick setting very often in 
the first years after graduating.  

13. Review your experience from time to 
time (especially  the impact you have 
made), and decide if you want to stay  in 
or adjust the current arrangement you are 
in (e.g., work for NGO, or for companies, 
return to Academia etc.). 

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to share 
some thoughts, however incomplete they are. In 
my view, PAIS and WGDS should institutional-
ize such feedback circles from alumni. Finally, I 
wish you the energy and luck needed to do the 
work that is fulfilling and helps you gain the ex-
perience and insights that make you an advanced 
expert (if that’s what you strive for). You can 
contact me: joergwiegratz@hotmail.com 

Best greetings from Kampala,
Joerg

Notes:
[1]It doesn’t  happen very often that  one can work as a 
consultant/staff for the same organization immedi-
ately after the internship (and the three months break 
in between before one can get  hired by same organi-
zation in any case). Mainly because there are so many 
issues that  have to come together to make it  happen: 
e.g. there needs to be a project  position that fits the 
professional experience of the person. However I 
know of about three other interns (out of a group of 
40 so) that got a (rather short-term) job with the UN.

[2]The books that I have purchased in the last  years to 
inform myself and reflect  on related matters are in 
that order: ‘Lords of poverty’ (G. Hancook), ‘My long 
journey to Africa’ (M. Maddy), ‘Confessions of an 
economic hit  man’ (J. Perkins), and ‘The white man’s 
burden’ (W. Easterly). 

[3]For a summary see: Wiegratz, J. (2006) Capabili-
ties for catching-up: Economic development  and 
competitiveness in Uganda: Implications for Human 
Resource Development  with particular focus on 
Technical and Vocational Education and Training in 
Uganda, GTZ, Kampala, see www.gtz.de.

[4]Wiegratz, J., P. Nyabuntu, and C. Omagor (2007) 
‘Competing and Learning in Global Value Chains - 
Firms’ experiences in the case of Uganda, A study of 
five sub-sectors with reference to trade between 
Uganda and Europe’, UPTOP report, Kampala. (This 
might be available online and/or as a book soon).

We would like to thank Joerg Wiegratz for sharing his ex-
periences and invaluable advice with WGDS.

***
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Reviews: WGDS 
Lecture Series
January 23rd, 2007
Catherine Hoskins: Gender 
and International Trade Pol-
icy 
~by Ramiro Lopez-Ghio

In this week’s WGDS lecture, 
Professor Catherine Hoskins 
argued that trade policy basi-
cally shows two patterns. 
Firstly, in the past few years, 
regional and bilateral agree-
ments  have been becoming 
more popular with processes 
that in some cases have been 
based on agreements charac-
terized by a lack of transpar-
ency. Secondly, there is  a broad 
link between trade and gender 
policies, without specific poli-
cies addressing this issue. In 
trade activity, women are dis-
proportionately affected and 
tend to be disadvantaged by 
gender relations. In this  regard 
there is  a necessity to apply 
human right instruments into 
trade negotiations  and gender 
criteria should be included in 
trade agreements as safe-
guards.

Gender discrimination in eco-
nomic relations exceeds  the 
field of trade, for example so-
cial reproduction is  underval-
ued, and in many cases not 
counted, in economic activity. 
Women’s  contribution to eco-
nomic activity by working at 
home is  not included in the 
national accounts. There are 
movements  attempting to 

change this situation involving 
both women and NGOs.

Trade is  seen as an important 
tool for economic growth. 
However, it might lead to nega-
tive consequences in income 
distribution between and 
within countries. As  a result of 
trade activity, there are winners 
and losers leaving no space for 
compensating those harmed by 
the unequal relations. Trade 
theorists do not focus  on these 
uneven effects. Instead, they 
concentrate on the macro poli-
cies that can enhance the 
amount of  goods traded.

In this  scenario, transnational 
corporations have gained a 
more important role in trade 
negotiations. In order to im-
prove investments  in their 
countries, governments  have 
started giving benefits to cor-

porations. As a result of this 
process, trade is  reducing the 
states’ capacity to act and im-
plement policies  to counter 
these effects. However, as time 
goes by development is  coming 
up in trade agenda. Until now, 
this  new approach has not 
been strong enough to deliver 
positive results, but there are 
reasons  for optimism. First of 
all, trade is  becoming more 
politicized. Topics  such as in-
vestment, intellectual property 
rights  and the environment are 
included in the trade agenda. 
Secondly, many governments 
and institutions have adopted 
polices  of mainstream devel-
opment in their agendas.

It is worth to mention some 
good initiatives  that have been 
taking place in the recent past. 
There have been many pro-
grams that support women en-
trepreneurs. For example, since 
women do not have equal op-
portunities  as  men in terms of 
access to credit, these pro-
grams have attempted and 
been successful at reducing this 
gap. There has also been more 
emphasis placed on evaluating 
and monitoring trade policy 
using gender criteria with 
benchmarking schemes. 
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Juggling work and taking care of children. 
The reality is extremely harsh and hard on 
poorer women

Lectures are one of the medium through which theories can be dis-
patched. In them, speakers  express a certain world view, and as 
such have an impact on the audience’s understanding of the world. 
Broadly speaking, they seem to be of two kinds: the ones that just 
reinforce mainstream world views, and the ones that challenge 
them. Personally, the second kind is the one that I appreciate more. 
By mistreating our world views, by poking them with new concepts 
and dynamics, we revolutionize our own selves and enhance our 
capabilities.
 ~ Francois Patuel



Prime Minister Tony Blair & Gordon Brown MP

To sum up, based on Professor 
Catherine Hoskins’ presenta-
tion we can conclude that we 
have a long way to go before 
women and men can receive 
equal treatment within the field 
of trade; however, important 
steps have been made in this 
direction.

I would like to thank Professor Hoskins 
for  contributing to the WGDS Lecture 
Series.   

February 20th, 2007

Lord Professor Anthony 
Giddens:‘Over to you, Mr. 
Brown: How Labour can Win 
Again’
~ by Calyn Shaw

One of the highlights of the 
2006-07 Warwick Global De-
velopment Society  Lecture Se-
ries was a talk delivered by 
Lord Professor Anthony Gid-
dens. Lord Giddens, formerly 
the Director of the London 
School of Economics, has 
completed his metamorphosis 
from a leading academic in the 
field of sociology to a key pol-
icy  advisor to Tony Blair and 
the Labour party. The basis for 
his talk was the pending lead-

ership change atop the Labour 
party.

Lord Giddens began his talk 
with a summary of what he 
believes ‘New Labour’ is and 
is not. According to Giddens, 
New Labour has never been 
void of substance as portrayed 
in some circles of the media. It 
is, in fact, based on a rich no-
tion of globalisation acknowl-
edging that the future of Brit-
ain must  be based on a knowl-
edge economy. Globalisation 
has forced a shift in the nature 
of Labour politics; we now 
have a far more reflective citi-
zenry  who hold political lead-
ers to account everyday.

Giddens’ articulation of the 
Third Way was, and is, based 
on his identification of the 
need for an updated centre-left 
political response to the pres-
sures of a more globally aware 
citizenry. According to Gid-
dens, Britain has gone from the 
First Way  of traditional social 
democracy  based on Keynes-
ian ideals, to the Second Way 
characterized by Thatcher’s 
market based conservatism, 
and now Tony  Blair has ush-
ered in the Third Way, which 
has brought with it a renewal 
of social democracy. Giddens 
is a strong supporter of Blair 
and believes this shift has been 
extremely positive for Britain; 
however, he did not  shy away 
from telling a few jokes at 
Prime Minister Blair’s ex-
pense:

Q:What is the difference be-
tween Tony Blair and God?

A:God doesn’t think he is Tony 
Blair.

The jokes undoubtedly  re-
ceived a favourable response 
from the audience, but the 
overall message from Lord 
Giddens was quite serious. He 
believes that as Labour 
switches leadership and Gor-
don Brown takes over, the 
party  and indeed the country 
are at a very crucial point in 
time. Naturally, as a Labour 
supported Giddens believes 
Brown is the right man for the 
position and will do a good job 
as leader. However, despite his 
overall optimism Giddens took 
the opportunity in the second 
half of his lecture to identify 
the key issues facing Labour 
before the next election and 
what Mr. Brown will have to 
do over the next 12 months to 
ensure that Labour remains the 
ruling party.
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Giddens believes that Brown 
will have about  a year to prove 
himself as a strong leader who 
is the right man to lead the 
country. He will over this time 
have to change his image. It is 
a difficult move from Chancel-
lor to Prime Minister, and will 
be made even more difficult in 
Blair’s shadow. Labour needs a 
new beginning, for Giddens 
there needs to be an ideologi-
cal shift, a new sense of vision, 
and most importantly party 
innovation. There needs to be a 
‘greening’ of labour with an 
even stronger focus on the en-
vironment. According to Gid-
dens, Brown should also focus 
on a more clear definition of 
public space, egalitarian ideals, 
and a totally new foreign pol-
icy. This final point was the 
emphasis for much of the final 
segment of the lecture. Gid-
dens described the Iraq war as 
“a disaster” and called on Mr. 
Brown to distance himself 
from the Bush Administration. 
Britain will have to continue to 
be interventionist, but must do 
it on its own terms, not on the 
Americans’. Iraq is proving 
that the US is weaker than we 
anticipated and Britain must 
focus on the emerging multi-
polar global situation.

Lord Professor Giddens 
wrapped up the lecture with a 
few jokes at  President Bush’s 
expense, all of which were too 
long to include in this review, 
but received roars of laughter 
from the audience. 

I would like to thank Lord Professor 
Anthony Giddens for contributing to the 
WGDS Lecture Series.

February 27th, 2007
Professor Lisk:“AIDS is not 
a disease, it is a global threat” 
~by Jiyoung Yoo

Professor Lisk began by ad-
dressing the problem of eradi-
cating HIV/AIDS around the 
world. Why  is the HIV/AIDS 
pandemic a problem? First of 
all, it creates challenges for 
development, particularly in 
the field of public health. Ac-
cording to the UNAIDS and 
World Health Organisation 4.3 
million people are estimated to 
have been infected by AIDS in 
2006. This in turn affects the 
labour force and therefore 
leads to the deterioration of 
overall economic growth.

Also, the AIDS pandemic 
demonstrates a failure of gov-
ernance, where states cannot 
deal with the HIV/AIDS prob-
lem. Prof. Lisk took Nigeria as 
an example. In 2001, 15 per-
cent of the national budget was 
allocated to HIV elimination, 
however, this budget  was cut 
and part of the money needed 
for the program was instead 
used to fund other prioritised 
development projects. Simi-
larly, in Botswana it was 
claimed that AIDS care serv-
ices were to be provided to the 
citizens for free, but in reality 
these services were inaccessi-
ble to many people.

The spread of this global epi-
demic has shown the difficulty 
that states face with respond-
ing to it. In other words, al-
though a state may have the 
most sophisticated AIDS 
treatment, it may still struggle 
with implementing policies to 
decrease the spread of AIDS 
because of the effects of 
globalisation. Prof. Lisk de-
fines globalisation as an inevi-
table phenomenon, which in-
creases the prevalence of HIV/
AIDS. 

There are four negative im-
pacts that globalisation has on 
the AIDS pandemic: poverty, 
migration of people, regula-
tions with respect to patented 
medicine and the policy  gap  of 
global governance. Because 
the most highly affected coun-
tries are the poorest of the 
poor, they  are unable to benefit 
from the use of antiretrovirals 
due to their low economic de-
velopment. Furthermore, some 
African countries face difficul-
ties with integrating their 
economies into the global 
market system. Unable to pro-
duce highly valued goods, such 
as those produced as a result of 
industrialisation in the devel-
oped countries, they do not 
have a comparative advantage 
in the global market economy. 
Therefore, these countries im-
plement national policies that 
aim to improve the economic 
conditions for growth in order 
to catch up with the developed 
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countries. Meanwhile, HIV/
AIDS is further spreading as a 
result of poverty. 

Secondly, globalisation has led 
to a higher interdependence 
between countries in the field 
of international human security 
as a result of increased migra-
tion. This has made the re-
sponse to the AIDS epidemic 
more complicated in compari-
son to traditional responses to 
various diseases. Thirdly, the 
resources needed to combat 
AIDS are all concentrated in 
the developed countries. For 
instance, developed countries 
have patents, implemented by 
the TRIPS agreement under the 
WTO, which allow them to 
maintain ownership of HIV 
drugs. Finally, the HIV/AIDS 
pandemic has been paid very 
little attention to within the 
field of development. For ex-
ample, the World Bank, one of 
the largest multilateral organi-
sations, has disregarded it in its 
PRSPs (Poverty Reduction 
Strategy Papers). Therefore 
pressure must be placed on 
these organisations and power-
ful states to keep the issue on 
the main development agenda.

These factors indicate that due 
to the malgovernance of states 
and international bodies, we 
have failed to prevent the 
spread of HIV infection. 
Therefore, new policies for 
implementing HIV/AIDS 
treatment must take into con-
sideration the economic needs, 

poverty  levels as well as the 
national contexts within which 
these policies are implemented 
in the developing countries. 
Also, emphasis must be placed 
on the sharing of responsibility 
between developing and de-
veloped countries to prevent 
the spread of HIV/AIDS. This, 
however, must be matched by 
the participation of multilateral 
institutions such as the World 
Health Organisation, G8 and 
the African Union, all of which 
have a great responsibility  to 
help tackle this issue. 

In conclusion, I found Prof. 
Lisk’s lecture very persuasive 
in that  it  addressed the impor-
tance of globalisation and gov-
ernance when dealing with the 
HIV/AIDS pandemic.

I would like to thank Prof. Lisk for con-
tributing to the WGDS Lecture Series.

March 6th, 2007
Paul Cammack: Politics 
of Global Competitiveness 
~by Francois Patuel

In the lecture he gave on 
March 6th 2007 for WGDS, 
Paul Cammack elaborated on 
the politics of global competi-
tiveness. [1] Why are states 
and international organisations 
making a case for competitive-
ness? How can this be appre-
hended theoretically? [1]

Cammack began by presenting 
and defending his theoretical 
perspective. He maintained 
that Marxism was the best the-
ory to account for international 
relations and globalisation. In-
deed, he considered Interna-
tional Political Economy (IPE) 
as too mainstream to offer any 
critical assessment on world 
affairs. Its economic and state-
centred bias prevents theorists 
to capture the essence and the 
power struggles, which are be-
hind capital and trans-state so-
cial relations. Marxism, on the 
other hand, is constructed 
around these two concepts. It 
can explain the stages of capi-
talism, the dynamics that lead 
to globalisation and the efforts 
of policy-makers to create a 
global market. Classical theo-
ries, such as realism or liberal-
ism, would have been unable 
to explain why OECD policy 
makers were giving advice 
both to their member states and 
their direct competitors. The 
eternal neo-neo debates only 
serve to distract the theorist 
and dissimulate the power rela-
tions, which are at play in capi-
talism.
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After examining the discourse 
of Western states and interna-
tional organisations -and par-
ticularly of the Organisation 
for Economic Co-operation 
and Development (OECD), 
Cammack noted that there 
seemed to be an effort by 
policy-makers worldwide to 
promote capitalist  competi-
tiveness. This is what he 
coined as the politics of global 
competitiveness. He illustrated 
the phenomenon by quoting 
the Chief Economist of the 
OECD, and various OECD re-
ports and policy  recommenda-
tions. In sum, according to the 
organisation, competition is 
good for growth; therefore it is 
good for everyone.

Cammack was struck by  this 
observation for two reasons. 
Firstly, the OECD is a club of 
developed countries, which 
used to deal only with the af-
fairs of its member states, in 
their interests. It is now ex-
pending its mandate to rec-
ommend policies to other 
states. In other words, it  is giv-
ing advice to the competitors 
of its member states. Secondly, 
the politics of global competi-
tiveness is all the more prob-
lematic as prominent member 
states of the OECD, such as 
the United States or France, 
relinquish to lift their protec-
tions on their national enter-
prises and submit them to the 
law of global and perfect com-
petition.

Cammack explains this bizarre 
trend with the necessity of 
capitalist policy makers to ex-
pand and secure capitalism, to 
make it global. For it  is either 
global or impossible. It relies 
on endless accumulation, re-
quires ever more innovation 
and consumption. Under the 
rule of competition, firms have 
to constantly innovate and 
adapt. Therefore, competitive-
ness is the dynamic that allows 
for the maintenance and repro-
duction of capitalism. 

In that context, the State, under 
the guidance of the OECD and 
other international institutions 
serves capitalists by  providing 
an ever-widening space where 
capital can flourish, where the 
hegemony of capital over la-
bour is guaranteed by the fun-
damental principle of competi-
tiveness. Thus, in Cammack’s 
opinion, there is no retreat of 
the State. On the contrary, in-
ternational institutions trans-
form and reinforce the State, 
adapting it to the demands of 
capitalism.

If, for the sake of the experi-
ment, we adopt Cammack’s 
Marxist analysis, various ques-
tions arise. One of them is the 
nature and motivations of the 
capitalist policy makers. Their 
interests differ from the ones 
of the bourgeois -the capital 
holders. The latter benefit from 
being protected by their states. 
They  often strive to obtain a 
position of monopoly. Subsi-
dies and other mechanisms, 
which distort  the market, help 
them survive and reach such a 
position. Therefore, efforts of 
policy makers to expend the 
realm of competitiveness, 
where such support would be 
prohibited, can actually go 
against the direct interest of 
capital holders. Here, there is a 
tension between the so-called 
capitalist policy maker and the 
bourgeoisie. Yet, the policy 
maker does not act in the inter-
est of workers either. 

When questioned about these 
actors, Cammack insisted that 
they  were not the typical bour-
geois. He defined them as or-
ganic intellectuals. 
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The reference to the Gram-
scian concept is interesting. 
For Robert Cox organic intel-
lectuals “serve to clarify the 
political thinking of social 
groups, leading the members 
of these groups to understand 
their existing situation in soci-
ety  and how in combination 
with other social groups they 
can struggle towards a higher 
form of society.” [2] Yet, in the 
system described by Cam-
mack, the organic intellectuals 
are at the same time the think-
ers and the leading members of 
social groups. This particular 
position allows them to justify 
their policies with their own 
theories, and their theories 
with their policies. All their 
power relies on this vicious 
circle. 
It could be argued that the 
capitalist policy makers repre-
sent a new category of actors 
involved in class struggles. 
They  are the new technocratic 
force that drives global capital-
ism, neither in the interest of 

the bourgeois, nor in that of 
workers, but in its own name, 
for the sake of capitalism it-
self. Capitalist policy makers 
emancipate capitalism from the 
classic class struggles, tran-
scending the claims of the 
bourgeois and workers, and 
making capitalism stand on its 
own as a regulatory mode of 
social organisation. 

The implications of such an 
argument are far reaching. The 
emergence of these new actors 
cannot leave the Marxist un-
derstanding of capitalism unaf-
fected. However, this is a lec-
ture review, and it is not ap-
propriate to take that matter 
further. My point is that Cam-
mack’s presentation was at the 
same time challenging and fer-
tile. It offered a particular per-
spective on the doings of In-
ternational Institutions and 
created a space to be explored 
theoretically. This is what 
every lecture should be like.

I would like to thank Prof. Cammack 
for  contributing to the WGDS Lecture 
Series.

Notes.
[1] Paul Cammack is the Head of the 
Politics and Philosophy Department 
at the University of Manchester and, 
more importantly, a leading Marxist 
theorist. His work is dedicated to 
offer a Marxist explanation of the 
international organisations’  policies 
and their agendas. 

The lecture is based on a paper pub-
lished by the Institute of Global Stud-
ies, University of Manchester:
Paul Cammack, "The Politics of 
Global Competitiveness," Papers in 
the Politics of Global Competitive-
ness 1 (2006). 

See also: 
Paul Cammack, "What the World 
Bank Means by Poverty Reduction, 
and Why It Matters," New Political 
Economy 9, no. 2 (2004).

[2] Robert W. Cox, a political scien-
tist, is Professor Emeritus at York 
University, Canada and credited as 
the founder of the Neo-Gramscian 
approach to the study of International 
Relations and Global Political Econ-
omy.
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CARTOONS

FOR YOUR VIEWING PLEASURE 

In this final section of the newsletter, we 
bring you a collection of cartoons that 
illustrate, with much fewer words, some 
issues and perspectives surrounding 
globalisation and development that are 
worth considering…

Enjoy!



In Conclusion...
I would like to thank all the MA candidates in the Globalisation and 
Development program as well as all the other PAIS MA candidates 
for their contribution this year to the Warwick Global Development 
Society. As this year’s President, I have been thoroughly  impressed 
with the extra time many students made available, on top of the re-
quired academic commitments, for lectures, social events, and the 
newsletter. I would also like to thank the academics that came from 
all over England to participate in this year’s lecture series, and Pro-
fessor Shirin Rai for being the impetus behind the WGDS and for 
organizing most of the talks. The lectures were insightful and in-
formative, and served as a great resource and supplement to our 
course work throughout the year. Finally, special thanks are in order 
to Samar Farah, editor of this newsletter, and all her co-editors. 
Their work to produce two outstanding newsletters this year has 
been amazing. I wish everyone a fantastic summer, good 
luck with your dissertations, and all the best to you in your 
future pursuits.

Best Regards,

Calyn Shaw
President, Warwick Global Development Society  

For questions or comments, please contact:
Samar Farah – S.Farah@warwick.ac.uk (on the Newsletter)
Calyn Shaw – C.S.B.Shaw@warwick.ac.uk (on WGDS) 
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