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African Judiciaries Research Network (AJRN) newsletter, no. 24, 
July 2025    

If anyone has any information that they would like included in the next newsletter (to be 
circulated the week of 11 August 2025 (a little later than normal due to annual leave)) please 
email g.lynch@warwick.ac.uk. Similarly, if you have suggestions of people who we should 
contact about joining the network or would like to unsubscribe from the newsletter please 
email g.lynch@warwick.ac.uk.  

 

Commonwealth Magistrates’ and Judges’ Associa7on Conference, 
September 2025  
The Commonwealth Magistrates’ and Judges’ AssociaKon is organising its next Triennial 
Conference on the Theme: “InnovaKons in Judicial PracKce: Embracing Change for A BeQer 
Future”. The conference will be held in Banjul, the Gambia from 21-26 September 
2025.  InformaKon on registraKon is now available on the CMJA’s conference 
website: www.cmja.biz.  

 

Conference on “the role of a judiciary in a democracy” at the Southern 
African Institute for Policy and Research (SAIPAR) in Lusaka, Zambia, 21-22 
October 2025  

The AJRN, SAIPAR, and University of Zambia are holding a two-day conference at SAIPAR to 
coincide with the launch of an edited book celebrating 50 years of the Zambian Supreme 
Court. For good or ill, the Supreme Court has significantly shaped the country’s life by 
determining high-profile cases across various branches and disciplines of the law. The call for 
papers has now closed, but any queries about the conference should be directed to Dr 
Pamela Towela Sambo, University of Zambia (pamela.sambo@unza.zm), Dr O’Brien Kaaba, 
University of Zambia (Obrien.kaaba@unza.zm), Mr Chanda J. Chungu, University of Zambia 
(xhanda.chungu@unza.zm), and Dr Marja Hinfelaar, SAIPAR (marja.hinfelaar@saipar.org).  

 

AJRN at the European Conference of African Studies (ECAS), Prague, 25-28 
June 2025  

The AJRN organised two panels on African judiciaries at the ECAS conference on 25-28 June. 
Unfortunately, Jessica Hickle, Mariam Kamunyu, Mikhail Nyamweya, and Oscar Sang had to 
withdraw due to funding and visa-related issues, and so we had the one panel with:  

mailto:g.lynch@warwick.ac.uk
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cmja.biz%2F&data=05%7C02%7CG.Lynch%40warwick.ac.uk%7C385f99b1bca442bcbe5f08dd621a2617%7C09bacfbd47ef446592653546f2eaf6bc%7C0%7C0%7C638774586635583139%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PCTufg5wU08fNblBXb2O%2Fq7rKiHkmyPqTp9jxxogpTM%3D&reserved=0
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Mahlubandile Ntontela, “Established principles for quality judgement writing practices: A 
lesson or two for African courts”  

Jeanne Hefez, “Domestication of the Maputo Protocol in the Democratic Republic of Congo: 
Leveraging regional human rights commitments for abortion decriminalization and access”  

Sophie Andreeta, “Judicializing fear: Special courts as a tool for social control?”  

Gabrielle Lynch, “The judicializaKon of poliKcs and public opinion of the Kenyan Supreme 
Court”  

 

 

Future AJRN events 

The AJRN is currently in the process of planning additional meetings in Nairobi in September 
2025 on alternative justice systems and in Nairobi in April 2026 on disabilities and inclusivity. 
More details will be shared in future newsletters.  

If members have ideas for other events, or details of relevant events, please do get in touch. 
So far, the AJRN has co-organised meetings in Kenya, South Africa, and Zambia and so it 
would be great to branch out to other countries and parts of the continent.  

 

Grant success  

Gabrielle Lynch has been awarded a European Research Council Advanced grant for a 5-year 
project on “Judges’ Off-Bench AcKviKes: Evidence and Theory on Judicial PoliKcs from Africa 
(Off-Bench)”. For the project Gabrielle (University of Warwick, UK) will be working with 
Tinenenji Banda (SAIPAR, Zambia), Elena Gadjanova (University of Exeter, UK), and Duncan 
Okello (South ConsulKng, Kenya). Warwick will soon be recruiKng a part-Kme project manager 
and – in 2026 – two post-doctoral fellows.  

Project summary: Rather than focusing on judicial rulings (the mainstay of academic study) 
Off-Bench undertakes the first systemaKc study of what judges do outside of their courtrooms 
as part of their official duKes and public engagements. The project will invesKgate what off-
bench acKviKes reveal about how judges understand their role in a democraKc society and 
the impact of these acKviKes on judicial rulings, public support for the courts, and judicial 
independence and the democraKc space. Off-Bench focuses on contemporary Africa as a 
most likely case for off-bench significance and to build theory from the Global South.  
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Recent publications by network members  

Dawuni, J. Jarpa (ed.) (2025) African women judges: Storytelling as freedom (Cham, 
Switzerland: Palgrave Macmillan) 
hQps://trebuchet.public.springernature.app/get_content/3aedf69a-0668-4f4b-8b0f-
anfed179be4?sap-outbound-id=E768EF693F8D63995C9CB51022612044DD87B245 

Kuwali, Dan (2025) Jus ad Pacem: Ending the Beginning of War in Africa. US-China Law Review  
22 (1): 1-22 

 

Opportunities to write on African judiciaries  

The Commonwealth Judicial Journal is always looking for arKcles on issues of interest to 
judicial officers across the Commonwealth.  ArKcles should normally range from 2,000 to 
3,500 words in length. Any references and/or citaKons should be integrated in the main body 
of the manuscript, as footnotes/endnotes will normally be removed. Hyperlinks should not be 
embedded in manuscripts submiQed for publicaKon. Papers should be submiQed to 
info@cmja.org. All manuscripts received are evaluated by the Editor in consultaKon with the 
editorial board.  

AJRN has teamed up with Democracy in Africa to launch a series of opinion pieces on African 
judiciaries and democracy. For details on how to write an arKcle for Democracy in Africa go 
to hQp://democracyinafrica.org/join-the-new-african-judiciaries-research-network-ajrn-
today/.  

The AJRN has also been in touch with The ConversaKon Africa and The Elephant and is 
happy to report that:  

The ConversaKon Africa welcomes arKcles on African judiciaries that are based on research. 
These can be republished anywhere in the world under a CreaKve Commons licence, giving 
your work a wider reach and introducing it to new audiences. You can pitch your idea for an 
arKcle here. You can subscribe to the ConversaKon Africa newsleQer here. 

The Elephant welcomes arKcles of 1,500-3,500 words on African judiciaries. The Elephant is a 
popular online Kenyan news plarorm which seeks well researched, honest criKques, criKcal 
essays and sharp-eyed perspecKves on a broad range of topics addressed from a Pan African 
lens. For details on how to submit a pitch and write for The 
Elephant see hQps://www.theelephant.info/write-for-us/. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftrebuchet.public.springernature.app%2Fget_content%2F3aedf69a-0668-4f4b-8b0f-afbfed179be4%3Fsap-outbound-id%3DE768EF693F8D63995C9CB51022612044DD87B245%23page60&data=05%7C02%7CG.Lynch%40warwick.ac.uk%7C140fe7b3408c4a3ab66608dd828a10f6%7C09bacfbd47ef446592653546f2eaf6bc%7C0%7C0%7C638810252526836930%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SYJXqF9whYJ8ijGmayoErbtkwP5roqSW%2BvMJWzCbeQo%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftrebuchet.public.springernature.app%2Fget_content%2F3aedf69a-0668-4f4b-8b0f-afbfed179be4%3Fsap-outbound-id%3DE768EF693F8D63995C9CB51022612044DD87B245%23page60&data=05%7C02%7CG.Lynch%40warwick.ac.uk%7C140fe7b3408c4a3ab66608dd828a10f6%7C09bacfbd47ef446592653546f2eaf6bc%7C0%7C0%7C638810252526836930%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SYJXqF9whYJ8ijGmayoErbtkwP5roqSW%2BvMJWzCbeQo%3D&reserved=0
mailto:info@cmja.org
http://democracyinafrica.org/
http://democracyinafrica.org/join-the-new-african-judiciaries-research-network-ajrn-today/
http://democracyinafrica.org/join-the-new-african-judiciaries-research-network-ajrn-today/
https://theconversation.com/africa
https://theconversation.com/africa/pitches
https://theconversation.com/africa/newsletters/
https://www.theelephant.info/
https://www.theelephant.info/write-for-us/
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AJRN member profile of the month 

 
Fiona Shen-Bayh is an Assistant Professor of Government & PoliKcs at the University of 
Maryland. She studies the poliKcs of authoritarian regimes, specifically the legal and judicial 
instruments of power. Her book Undue Process (Cambridge University Press, Studies in Law 
and Society Series) examines these themes in the context of postcolonial Africa, drawing on a 
variety of historical and archival material on the development of authoritarian judiciaries in 
Anglophone African countries. In 2023, it won the Theodore J. Lowi First Book Award, the 
Giovanni Sartori Book Award, and the Juan Linz Best Book Prize in the ComparaKve Study of 
Democracy & Autocracy. 

In other works, she examines the challenges of promoKng access to jusKce and the legacies of 
autocraKc rule. As a faculty affiliate of the Interdisciplinary Lab for ComputaKonal Social 
Science (iLCSS), she draws on a variety of digital tools and data to analyze the poliKcal 
economy of development in the global South. 

Her research has been published in American Poli>cal Science Review, The Journal of Poli>cs, 
World Poli>cs, Annual Review of Poli>cal Science, Cambridge University Press, and Oxford 
University Press. She is also a faculty affiliate of the Center for InternaKonal Development and 
Conflict Management at the University of Maryland and a research affiliate of the Centre on 
Law and Social TransformaKons at the University of Bergen. She earned her PhD in PoliKcal 
Science from the University of California, Berkeley and her BA in Economics from Vassar 
College. 

 

AJRN webpage  

The AJRN has a webpage (hQps://warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/pais/research/ajrn) where you can 
find past newsletters as well as information on events, opinion pieces and members. If you 
want to be included in the list of network members on the website and future 
newsletters, then please send a photograph and a bio in the standard format (see list og 
network members below) with details of positions and institutional/organisational 
affiliation, up to 5 keywords on relevant research interests, and contact email/social media 
handle to g.lynch@warwick.ac.uk.  E.g.  

If you have already sent a bio for the newsleQer, then please do send a photo for inclusion 
on the webpage.  

 

https://www.cambridge.org/us/academic/subjects/politics-international-relations/comparative-politics/undue-process-persecution-and-punishment-autocratic-courts
https://politicalsciencenow.com/fiona-shen-bayh-receives-the-2023-apsa-ipsa-theodore-j-lowi-first-book-award/
https://ilcss.umd.edu/about
https://ilcss.umd.edu/about
https://cidcm.umd.edu/
https://cidcm.umd.edu/
https://www.lawtransform.no/
https://www.lawtransform.no/
https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/pais/research/ajrn
mailto:g.lynch@warwick.ac.uk
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Network members  
Nahaja Adam, LLD Student, University of Pretoria, South Africa, Equality law jurisprudence, 
Law and Religion, Human Rights law, nahajaadam@yahoo.com 

Prof Cathi Albertyn, NRF South African Research Chair in Equality, Law and Social JusKce, 
School of Law, University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South Africa; gender, women 
and the judiciary, judicial diversity, feminist jurisprudence, South 
Africa; hQps://www.wits.ac.za/equalitychair/; cathi.albertyn@wits.a.za 

Dr Sophie AndreeQa, FRS-FNRS Research Associate, University of Liège, Belgium; legal 
professionals, courtroom ethnography, legal consciousness, migraKon, Belgium, Benin. 
@SophieAndreeQa  

Ugochukwu Anthony; Law Graduate, University of Nigeria; Nigerian Law School, Abuja; Legal 
research, internaKonal law, Military-Industrial Complex, Finance, electoral jusKce, public 
governance; ugochukwuanthony69@gmail.com 

Olum Lornah Afoyomungu, Ph.D. student, University of Pretoria, South Africa; Feminist Legal 
Jurisprudence, African human rights system; afoyomungu2012@gmail.com, @ALornah.  

Dr. Tinenenji Banda, Associate Director (Law and Justice), Southern African Institute of Policy 
and Research; adjudication, (formal and informal) dispute settlement mechanisms, legal 
pluralism, governance; bandatinenenji@gmail.com.  

Phionah Birungi, Chief Magistrate, Judiciary, Uganda and a Member of the Chartered 
InsKtute of Arbitrators; phee3000@gmail.com  

Dr. Peter BreQ, Senior Lecturer in InternaKonal PoliKcs at Queen Mary - University of London; 
rights, courts, judges, legal mobilisaKon, Namibia, South Africa, Burkina 
Faso; hQps://www.qmul.ac.uk/poliKcs/staff/profiles/breQpeter.html; p.breQ@qmul.ac.uk 

Prof. Stephen Brown, Professor of PoliKcal Science, University of OQawa, Canada; LGBTQI+ 
rights, decriminalizaKon of homosexuality, strategic liKgaKon, Botswana, 
Kenya; brown@uoQawa.ca; @StephenBrown3. 

Dr Frangton Chiyemura, Lecturer in InternaKonal Development, Department of Development 
Policy and PracKce, The Open University, UK; African electoral poliKcs, Southern and Eastern 
Africa; hQps://www.open.ac.uk/people/fc3523; fc3523@open.ac.uk 

Prof. Hugh Corder, Professor Emeritus of Public, University of Cape Town, South Africa; 
judicial poliKcs, administraKve law and jusKce, southern Africa. Hugh.corder@uct.ac.za.  

Dr CharloQe Cross, Senior Lecturer in InternaKonal Development, The Open University, UK; 
policing, crime and criminalisaKon, lawfare, Tanzania; charloQe.cross@open.ac.uk; 
@CrossCharloQe_.  

Thandiwe Daka Oteng, Legal PracKKoner with experKse in InternaKonal Law, InternaKonal 
Human Rights Law, ConsKtuKonal Law, Corporate law and Governance. Served as Permanent 
Secretary in the Ministry of JusKce and Director-InternaKonal Law and Agreements in the 
AQorney-General’s Chambers of Zambia. X: @ThandiweOteng Email: 
thandiwe_daka@yahoo.co.uk 

Prof. J. Jarpa Dawuni, Associate Professor of PoliKcal Science at Howard University, 
Washington D.C; ExecuKve Director of the InsKtute for African Women in Law; law and 

mailto:nahajaadam@yahoo.com
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wits.ac.za%2Fequalitychair%2F&data=05%7C02%7CG.Lynch%40warwick.ac.uk%7Cc2345dab8f634463d44d08dd1f47b487%7C09bacfbd47ef446592653546f2eaf6bc%7C0%7C0%7C638701115032977090%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2B59ex3H5NQ68M2ceTfjz9kMMeIVI8v%2BecT8BlMHCXsc%3D&reserved=0
mailto:cathi.albertyn@wits.a.za
mailto:afoyomungu2012@gmail.com
mailto:bandatinenenji@gmail.com
mailto:phee3000@gmail.com
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.qmul.ac.uk%2Fpolitics%2Fstaff%2Fprofiles%2Fbrettpeter.html&data=05%7C02%7CG.Lynch%40warwick.ac.uk%7C48005f8ff82341371b6008dd1e994f7b%7C09bacfbd47ef446592653546f2eaf6bc%7C0%7C0%7C638700366022397899%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=853LWUYXdBHOGoIxzweiZf6JeVkda%2BUFR5MyHvt%2F%2FzA%3D&reserved=0
mailto:p.brett@qmul.ac.uk
mailto:brown@uottawa.ca
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.open.ac.uk%2Fpeople%2Ffc3523&data=05%7C02%7CG.Lynch%40warwick.ac.uk%7Cc5a8218441ab42f837e408dd33b8e01a%7C09bacfbd47ef446592653546f2eaf6bc%7C0%7C0%7C638723591334685598%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rf9Q0GivBXmfSeihsJKNGZf9U4XzfI5Jwm2iobGpIFs%3D&reserved=0
mailto:fc3523@open.ac.uk
mailto:Hugh.corder@uct.ac.za
mailto:charlotte.cross@open.ac.uk
mailto:thandiwe_daka@yahoo.co.uk
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development, judicial poliKcs, women and the legal professions, gender and the law, 
internaKonal human rights, democraKzaKon and women’s civil society organizing; 
director@africanwomeninlaw.com.  

JusKce Dorothy A. DeGabriele, Judge of the High Court, Malawi, Current PhD Scholar, 
University of Warwick, UK; Law and Development, Governance and Electoral JusKce, Courts 
and PoliKcs within SADC, Dorothy.Degabriele@warwick.ac.uk; @a_degabriele.  

Dr. Pilar Domingo, Senior Research Fellow in the PoliKcs and Governance group, at ODI, UK: 
rule of law; judicial poliKcs; access to jusKce, human rights; p.domingo@odi.org.uk.  

Dr Patrick Dzimiri, Associate Professor, Department of Arts and Social Sciences, University of 
Venda, South Africa; human rights, electoral poliKcs, human security, humanitarian affairs, 
and community-specific invesKgaKons; patrick.dzimiri@univen.ac.za.  

Dr Laura-Stella Enonchong, Senior Lecturer in Law, SOAS, University of London, UK; 
comparaKve consKtuKonalism, human rights, courts and poliKcs, Cameroon; 
le14@soas.ac.uk; @lauraEnonchong. 

Martha Fakude, Assistant Lecturer in Private Law, University of Johannesburg, South Africa; 
contract law, indigenous law, child law, legal philosophy, transformaKve legal educaKon; 
marthaf@uj.ac.za | @mrthafakude  

Prof. Charles Manga Fombad, Professor of ComparaKve ConsKtuKonal Law and Director of 
the InsKtute for InternaKonal and ComparaKve Law in Africa (ICLA), Faculty of Law, University 
of Pretoria. ComparaKve African consKtuKonal and legal history, especially issues of legal 
harmonisaKon in Africa. charles.fombad@up.ac.za;  

Dr Martha Gayoye, Lecturer in law, Keele University, UK; courts and judges in Africa, judicial 
diversity and women judges, gender and consKtuKons in the Global South. 

Dr. Thalia Gerzso, lecturer, University of York, UK, poliKcal insKtuKons, judicial behavior, 
democraKc processes, electoral contenKon, Kenya, Senegal; thalia.gerzso@york.ac.uk; 
@thaliagrz.  

Naomi Gichuki, KenyaQa University; Governance, Access to JusKce, Human Rights and 
Regional IntegraKon; gichukinyambura@gmail.com 

Bekezela Gumbo, Principal Researcher, Zimbabwe Democracy InsKtute; Lecturer of 
comparaKve poliKcs in Africa, Africa University, Mutare, Zimbabwe; PhD student, Centre for 
Gender and Africa Studies, University of the Free State, South Africa; judiciary and democraKc 
transiKon, compeKKve securicraKc states regimes, Sub Saharan 
Africa; bekegumbo@gmail.com / gumbob@africau.edu.  

Dr Esther Gumboh, Senior Lecture, Faculty of Law, Nelson Mandela University, South Africa; 
criminal jusKce, penology, prisoners' rights, South Africa, 
Malawi;  esther.gumboh@mandela.ac.za; @EstherGumboh 

Tim Fish Hodgson, InternaKonal Commission of Jurists’ global lead on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights and Disability and Access to JusKce. Former clerk to JusKce Zakaria Yacoob at 
the ConsKtuKonal Court of South Africa and previously worked for the Socio-Economic Rights 
InsKtute of South Africa and SECTION27; @TimFish42.  

mailto:Dorothy.Degabriele@warwick.ac.uk
mailto:p.domingo@odi.org.uk
mailto:patrick.dzimiri@univen.ac.za
mailto:le14@soas.ac.uk
mailto:charles.fombad@up.ac.za
mailto:gichukinyambura@gmail.com
mailto:bekegumbo@gmail.com
mailto:gumbob@africau.edu
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Prof Cora Hoexter, part-Kme Professor, School of Law, University of the Witwatersrand, 
Johannesburg; judicial behaviour, non-judicial funcKons, judicial 
discipline; cora.hoexter@wits.ac.za.  

Richard Adebisi Ige, Master of Science Student (ComparaKve PoliKcs), University of Ibadan, 
Nigeria; PoliKcal corrupKon, African elecKon, Democracy, Good 
Governance; richardige6@gmail.com.  

Dr. Ryan Jablonski, Associate Professor of PoliKcal Science, London School of Economics and 
PoliKcal Science, UK; Electoral integrity, voKng, internaKonal development, Malawi, Kenya, 
Uganda. r.s.jablonski@lse.ac.uk @ryan.jablonski hQp://ryanjablonski.com/.  

Tanveer Rashid Jeewa, ConsKtuKonal Law Lecturer and LLD Candidate, University of 
Stellenbosch, South Africa; consKtuKonal property law, socio-economic rights, human rights, 
decolonisaKon of law, consKtuKonal law; tjeewa@sun.ac.za; @tanveerjeewa.  

Dr Lupwana Jean Jacques Kandala, Senior Law Lecturer (SL) and former Chairperson of the 
School of Law Higher Degree CommiQee at the University of Venda and a Research Associate 
at the University of Johannesburg; internaKonal human rights, criminal and environmental 
law, interacKon between climate change and human rights, states' responsibiliKes under 
internaKonal law; Lupwana.kandala@univen.ac.za  

Dr. Catherine Lena Kelly, Associate Dean and Associate Professor of JusKce and Rule of Law, 
Africa Center for Strategic Studies/NaKonal Defense University, USA; rule of law in Africa, 
access to jusKce, security sector governance and oversight, Senegal, Central African 
Republic; catherine.l.kelly.civ@ndu.edu; @catherinelkelly 

Dr. O'Brien Kaaba, lecturer, School of law at the University of Zambia and senior research 
fellow at the Southern African InsKtute for Policy and Research (SAIPAR); adjudicaKon of 
presidenKal elecKon disputes in Africa; human rights; consKtuKon making; administraKve law; 
okaaba@yahoo.com 

Prof. Winifred Kamau, Professor of Law, University of Nairobi; gender and judging, women's 
rights, alternaKve jusKce systems, criminal jusKce, Kenya, Africa; wkamau@uonbi.ac.ke, 
hQps://law.uonbi.ac.ke/basic-page/prof-winifred-w-kamau 

Dr Mariam Kamunyu, BriKsh Academy InternaKonal Fellow, Cardiff University, UK: African 
human rights system; feminist judgments; African feminism; gender responsiveness/ gender 
transformaKon; state accountability; mariam.kamunyu@gmail.com; @mariamkmarr.  

Walter Khobe, Lecturer, Department of Public Law, Moi University, Kenya; Public Law in 
Kenya, African ComparaKve ConsKtuKonal Law; Judicial PoliKcs in Kenya; 
ochiengwally@yahoo.com; @ochiengwally. 

Kimpact Development IniKaKve (KDI), Nigeria; ElecKon PeKKon Tribunal Monitoring, 
electoral jusKce, rule of law, judicial reforms, good governance; info@kimpact.org.ng, 
emiadebayo@kimpact.org.ng, bidowu@kimpact.org.ng, oluwafemijohnadebayo@gmail.com 

Prof. Sarah Kinyanjui, Professor of Law, University of Nairobi, Kenya; judges & technology, 
sentencing, restoraKve jusKce, child jusKce, prisons reform, anK-
discriminaKon; sarahk@uonbi.ac.ke 

Diana Kisakye, PhD Candidate (PoliKcal Science), Bayreuth InternaKonal Graduate School of 
African Studies (BIGSAS), University of Bayreuth, Germany; judicial poliKcs, sub-regional 

mailto:cora.hoexter@wits.ac.za
mailto:richardige6@gmail.com
mailto:r.s.jablonski@lse.ac.uk
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courts, development poliKcs and policy, regional integraKon; Uganda, Tanzania, 
Malawi; Diana.Kisakye@uni-bayreuth.de; Linkedin: Diana Kisakye.  

Prof. Dan Kuwali, Extraordinary Professor of InternaKonal Law and InternaKonal Affairs, 
University of Pretoria, South Africa/Lund University, Sweden; strategy, use of force, 
governance, Malawi, Africa; kuwali.d@up.ac.za 

Dr Marna Lourens, Project Manager and Researcher, Centre for Social JusKce, Stellenbosch 
University, South Africa; gender and the law, intersecKonality, female livelihoods, sex workers’ 
rights; mlourens@sun.ac.za; linkedin.com/in/marna-lourens-991b8a33 

Prof. Gabrielle Lynch, Professor of ComparaKve PoliKcs, University of Warwick, UK; judicial 
behaviour, judicial reform, elecKon peKKons, Kenya, Malawi, Uganda, 
Zambia; hQps://warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/pais/people/lynch/; g.lynch@warwick.ac.uk; 
@GabrielleLynch6. 

Monte McMurchy, Rector American ChrisKan Liberal Arts University Congo—UCI, Kinshasa, 
DRCongo; insKtuKon building, electoral process/procedure, judicial 
subordinaKon; montemcmurchy@sympaKco.ca; @diplomat15 and @montemcmurchy. 

Dan Mafora, LLM Candidate, University of Cape Town, South Africa; consKtuKonal theory, 
consKtuKonal change; general jurisprudence, judicial reasoning, comparaKve consKtuKonal 
law, legal history, commonwealth jurisdicKons, common law theory; 
danmafora.com; dan.mafora@icloud.com; @dansmywholename.bsky.social 

Barbara Shitnaan Magaji, JI & Coady Fellow, Abuja Nigeria; judicial accountability, human 
rights, gender, ciKzen advocacy;  biemaigari@gmail.com; @Shitnaan. 

Trésor Muhindo Makunya, Associate Professor of ConsKtuKonal and InternaKonal Human 
Rights Law in Africa, Faculty of Law, University of Goma & Senior Researcher, Centre for 
Human Rights, Faculty of Law, University of Pretoria. makunya@unigom.ac.cd X: @TMakunya 

Dr. Wesley Maraire, Research Project Manager, University of Bergen, Norway. Access to 
jusKce, dispute resoluKon, decolonial theory, law and society, climate 
jusKce. wesley.maraire@gmail.com, Connect on 
LinkedIn: hQps://www.linkedin.com/in/wesley-maraire/. All social 
networks: @wesleymaraire.  

Prof. Mark Fathi Massoud, Professor and Chair of PoliKcs and Director of Legal Studies, 
University of California, Santa Cruz (USA); poliKcs, religion, law and society, Islam, colonialism, 
authoritarianism, human rights, Sudan, South Sudan, Somalia, 
Somaliland; hQps://www.markmassoud.com; mmassoud@ucsc.edu 

Dr. JusKce Alfred Mavedzenge, Programs Director Africa Judges & Jurists Forum (AJJF) and 
Adjunct Senior Lecturer of Public Law, University of Cape Town; judicial independence, socio-
economic rights, poliKcal liberKes, and electoral democracy; jusKce-
mavedzenge@africajurists.org. 

Prof. Maame A.S. Mensa-Bonsu, Associate Professor of Law, Ashesi University, 
Ghana;  Judicial review , judicial behaviour, judicial amendments, Supreme courts,  Ghana, 
Nigeria, West Africa.  
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Dr Agnes Meroka-Mutua, Senior Lecturer, University of Nairobi, Faculty of Law, Senior 
Researcher and Policy Advocacy, African Women Studies Center; gender and society, law and 
development, human rights. 

Dr Catherine Musuva, Senior Researcher, African Centre for MigraKon and Society, University 
of the Witwatersrand, South Africa; migraKon, emigrant voKng, democraKsaKon, electoral 
poliKcs, Kenya, South Africa; catherine.musuva@wits.ac.za. 

Dr Gar Yein Ng, Senior Lecturer in Law, University of Buckingham, Judicial Studies (poliKcs, 
law and management), ComparaKve ConsKtuKonal Law, garyeinng@gmail.com  

Sfiso Benard Nxumalo, SKpendiary Lecturer of Law and DPhil Candidate, University of Oxford, 
UK; consKtuKonalism, human rights, poliKcisaKon of the judiciary, South Africa, United 
Kingdom, African Union; Sfiso.nxumalo@law.ox.ac.uk; @sfiso_benard. 

Tshegofatso Nxumalo, Human Rights and Social JusKce AcKvist & Climate Change 
IntersecKonal AcKvist- South African InsKtute of InternaKonal Affairs; Human Rights 
ViolaKons, United NaKons, Use of Force, Social JusKce in Africa, Racism within Judiciary, 
Governance. hQps://www.linkedin.com/in/tshegofatso-nxumalo-
299a1520b?utm_source=share&utm_campaign=share_via&utm_content=profile&utm_medi
um=android_app; tshego.nonja@gmail.com 

Mikhail Nyamweya: PoliKcal scienKst and researcher with a Master of Science in African 
Studies from the University of Oxford. Judicial poliKcs in Kenya, Africa and InternaKonal 
RelaKons, Decolonial and vernacular approaches to poliKcal 
thought. mikhailnyamweya@gmail.com 

Atalia Lesego Nyembe, PracKsing  Senior Associate AQorney, Sekgala and Njau AQorneys; 
ConsKtuKonal Law, Specialised Crimes, Corporate  Gender Affairs; 
NYEMBEATTORNEYSINC@outlook.com, //linkedin.com/in/atalialesego 

Joshua Malidzo Nyawa, LiKgaKon Associate for Rule of Law and Good Governance, KaKba 
InsKtute, Kenya; Judiciaries,  ElecKons, ComparaKve ConsKtuKonal, ConsKtuKonal Law, 
Human Rights,  AdministraKve Law and 
Jurisprudence; joshuanya6@gmail.com; @joshuamalidzo 

Rispah Odanga, Advocate of the High Court of Kenya, BCL (Masters in Law) student, 
University of Oxford. Areas of interest: ComparaKve Human Rights Law, 
rispahodanga@gmail.com 

Prof Collins Odote, Associate Professor of Law and Associate Dean Faculty of Law, University 
of Nairobi; c.odote@uonbi.ac.ke; @profodote.  

Evans Ogada, Lecturer in Public InternaKonal Law and Human Rights, University of Nairobi; 
Researcher in ConsKtuKonal Law, Human Rights Law and InternaKonal Criminal 
Law; ogadae@yahoo.com; @EOGADA 

Dr. Trishula R. Patel, Assistant Professor, University of Denver, CO, USA; Southern Africa and 
Zimbabwe, legal history, BriKsh colonialism of Africa, South Asian diasporas in Africa, race and 
segregaKon; @trishulapatel; trishula.patel@du.edu. 

Mohamed Abdi Sallah, Advocate of the High Court of Kenya, ConsKtuKonal and Public Admin 
Law pracKKoner, ElecKon PeKKons/Dispute ResoluKon; mohdabdisallah@hotmail.com. 
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Prof. Sharifah Sekalala, Professor of Global Health Law, University of Warwick. JusKciability of 
health rights, digital rights and women’s rights. The role of the judiciary in public health 
emergencies. @sharifasekalala 

Dr Chiedza Simbo, Senior Lecturer, School of Law University of Venda, South consKtuKonal 
law, rule of law, social jusKce, educaKon, corporate governance, women rights, migraKon, 
children's rights, chiedza.univen.ac.za, Chiedza.simbo1@gmail.com, 
hQps://www.linkedin.com/feed/ 

Prof Kate Skinner, Professor of African History, University of Bristol, UK: postcolonial legal 
systems, family law reform, women's rights, Ghana, Togo; kate.skinner@bristol.ac.uk.  

Dr Peter Slinn, someKme Head of Law School, SOAS, Univ. London, Vice-President 
Commonwealth Legal EducaKon; implementaKon of Commonwealth LaKmer House 
principles; independence of judiciary; judicial relaKonship with other branches of 
government; slinndocs@hotmail.com. 

Dr. Johannes Socher, Senior Postdoctoral Fellow at the InsKtute for InternaKonal and 
ComparaKve Law in Africa (ICLA), Faculty of Law, University of Pretoria; comparaKve 
consKtuKonal law, especially in West Africa; colonial and authoritarian legal legacies in 
Africa; johannes.socher@up.ac.za; @jsocher.bsky.social. 

Prof. Ann Stewart, Professor of Law, University of Warwick, UK; judicial behaviour; gender 
and age discriminaKon, Kenya, Tanzania, East Africa, Botswana, Zimbabwe, Southern 
Africa; ann.stewart@warwick.ac.uk.  

Lucianna Thuo, Lecturer, Kabarak Law School, Kenya, inclusion, women in law, electoral 
dispute resoluKon, Kenya; lwambui@kabarak.ac.ke; @LuciannaThuo.  

Prof. Tukala CelesKn Tshimande, poliKcal scienKst, Faculty of Social, AdministraKve and 
PoliKcal Sciences and the Centre for PoliKcal Studies, University of Kinshasa, DRC; electoral 
sociology, sociology of poliKcal parKes, the judicial system; tukala.cele@gmail.com.  

Dr Enibokun Uzebu-Imarhiagbe, Senior Lecturer, University of Benin. African History, 
Women’s, Gender, Legal and African Art  History. enibokun.uzebu@uniben.edu.  

Dr Jessica Walsh, Lecturer in Law and LLM Programme Director, University of Buckingham; 
judicial discipline and accountability, judicial councils, judicial ethics, poliKcal corrupKon, 
comparaKve law, dispute resoluKon; jessica.walsh@buckingham.ac.uk. 

Eshetu Yadeta, PhD Candidate , Bule Hora University, Ethiopia; law in development, judicial 
training and ethics, and land law; yadetaeshetu@gmail.com. 
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