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African Judiciaries Research Network (AJRN) newsletter, no. 15, 
October 2024   
If anyone has any information that they would like included in the next newsletter (to be 
circulated the week of 4 November 2024) please email g.lynch@warwick.ac.uk. Similarly, if 
you have suggestions of people who we should contact about joining the network or would 
like to unsubscribe from the newsletter please email g.lynch@warwick.ac.uk.  

Call for papers: Women in African Judiciaries, University of Witwatersrand, 
17-18 March 2025  

The AJRN, InternaJonal Commission of Jurists (ICJ), and School of Law, University of 
Witwatersrand are organising a two-day event at the University of Witwatersrand in 
Johannesburg on 17-18 March 2025. The first day will be in-person only event and will bring 
together women judges from across Africa (including a number of ICJ commissioners), state 
officials, civil society leaders, and academics to discuss women’s experiences on the bench 
and to celebrate the life and work of the late JusJce Yvonne Mokgoro (South Africa’s first 
black women judge and an ICJ Commissioner) and appointment of JusJce Maya as South 
Africa’s first female Chief JusJce. The second day will consist of a hybrid academic workshop 
on women in African judiciaries. If you would like to present research on women in African 
judiciaries on the second day, please send a paper Jtle and 300-word abstract to Cathi 
Albertyn (cathi.albertyn@wits.ac.za) and Gabrielle Lynch (g.lynch@warwick.ac.uk) by 
Friday 15 November 2024.  

Papers are welcome on any aspect of women in Africa judiciaries including:  

• Judicial appointments and promotions; 
• Experiences of women judges on the bench; 
• Institutional and societal discrimination;  
• Gendered harassment and persecution;  
• The impact of women judges on gendered analyses and gender justice; and  
• The role of international and regional law standards and guidance.  

Recent publications  

Bosire, C. (eds) (2024) Judicial financial independence in Africa: A study of eleven sub-
Saharan countries. Konrad Adenauer Stiftung.  

While the general principle of judicial independence has been a subject of scholarly inquiry 
and policy attention over many years, the subject of judicial financial independence, and 
specifically, the mechanics of it has not received equal attention. This book explores the 
frameworks, policies, and practices of financing and resourcing judiciaries in Africa, and the 
relation of the country practices to the pillars of judicial independence.  

Using the eleven country case studies covered in the book: Kenya, Zimbabwe, South Africa, 
Uganda, Tanzania, Malawi, Botswana, Zambia, Nigeria, Ghana, and Namibia, the book 
explores different aspects of judicial financial independence. These include recognition and 
entrenchment of judicial financial independence in normative frameworks, the process of 
determination resource needs for judiciaries, approval of budgets, control and management 
of resources allocated to the judiciary, and accountability and reporting on the utilization of 
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resources allocated to the judiciary. The chapters in the book demonstrate the complex 
relationship between financial independence and effective administration of justice.  

The introductory and concluding sections of the book draw common and unique trends in the 
eleven countries in the themes identified. These include: the different approaches to 
budgeting, control and management of resources and the institutional mechanisms for 
funding judiciaries. This is followed by and concluding observations on the specific themes.  

The main objective of the book is to stimulate discussion on how to enhance the financial 
independence and autonomy of courts and judiciaries in the region. Through this publication, 
we hope to spark a broader conversation that includes not only the judiciary in one country, 
but also other judiciaries across the continent, policymakers, and stakeholders committed to 
strengthening the rule of law in Africa. 

Mavedzenge, J. A. (2024) A critical review of jurisprudence on the adjudication of 
presidential election petitions in Africa. Journal of Comparative Law in Africa 11(1): 1-30 

Milej, T. and E. Ogada (2024) Upholding judicial independence in Kenya: Challenges, context 
and solutions. Friedrich Naumann Foundation for Freedom. 
https://shop.freiheit.org/download/P2@1796/897789/Policy%20Paper_Judicial%20Independ
ence_EN.pdf 

Schultz, U., M. Tabeth and A. Sherr (2024) Women judges: Appointments, career chances 
and barriers. Abingdon: Routledge. With chapters on Nigeria and South Africa. For 
information and a 20% discount code go to 
file:///Users/poskam/Downloads/Author%20Flyer_%20Women%20Judges%20GBP.pdf.  

Williams, E. W. (2024)  PrimiEve NormaEvity: Race Sexuality, and Temporality in Colonial 
Kenya.  Durham  Duke University Press, 2024.  

Opportunities to write opinion pieces/blogs on African judiciaries  

AJRN has teamed up with Democracy in Africa to launch a series of opinion pieces on African 
judiciaries and democracy. For details on how to write an arJcle for Democracy in Africa go 
to hkp://democracyinafrica.org/join-the-new-african-judiciaries-research-network-ajrn-
today/.  

The AJRN has also been in touch with The ConversaJon Africa and The Elephant and is 
happy to report that:  

The ConversaJon Africa welcomes arJcles on African judiciaries that are based on research. 
These can be republished anywhere in the world under a CreaJve Commons licence, giving 
your work a wider reach and introducing it to new audiences. You can pitch your idea for an 
arJcle here. You can subscribe to the ConversaJon Africa newsleker here. 

The Elephant welcomes arJcles of 1,500-3,500 words on African judiciaries. The Elephant is a 
popular online Kenyan news plalorm which seeks well researched, honest criJques, criJcal 
essays and sharp-eyed perspecJves on a broad range of topics addressed from a Pan African 
lens. For details on how to submit a pitch and write for The 
Elephant see hkps://www.theelephant.info/write-for-us/. 

 

http://democracyinafrica.org/
http://democracyinafrica.org/join-the-new-african-judiciaries-research-network-ajrn-today/
http://democracyinafrica.org/join-the-new-african-judiciaries-research-network-ajrn-today/
https://theconversation.com/africa
https://theconversation.com/africa/pitches
https://theconversation.com/africa/newsletters/
https://www.theelephant.info/
https://www.theelephant.info/write-for-us/
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AJRN member profile of the month 

  
 

Trishula R. Patel is an Assistant Professor of History at the University of Denver. Her current 
book project focuses on the history of Indians in Zimbabwe, where she was born and raised. 
She has a Ph.D. in African history from Georgetown University, a B.A. and M.A. in history from 
the University of Pennsylvania, and an M.S. in journalism from Columbia University. In 
previous lifetimes, she has worked as a journalist for publications including The Washington 
Post and the Philadelphia Inquirer, a high school teacher in Zimbabwe, and a photographer. 

 She currently teaches courses on precolonial and modern African history, the legal history of 
land reform, race and segregation in African contexts, mobility and migration within and 
beyond Africa, modern South Asian history, and methods of oral history and archival 
fieldwork in the global south. Her published works include the history of cricket in Zimbabwe, 
Indian diplomats in Central Africa, Mahatma Gandhi's legacy outside the subcontinent, and 
xenophobia and nativism in 21st century Africa. One chapter of her current book project 
focuses on Indian legal challenges to segregation in Southern Rhodesia in the 1950s and 
1960s, and she plans to expand that into a second book connecting legal histories of racial 
discrimination and white supremacy in Southern Rhodesia, South Africa, and the United 
States. 

AJRN webpage  

The AJRN has a webpage (hkps://warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/pais/research/ajrn) where we will be 
uploading the newsletters as well as information on events, opinion pieces and members. If 
you want to be included in the list of network members on the website and future 
newsletters, then please send a photograph and a bio in the standard format (see below) 
with details of positions and institutional/organisational affiliation, up to 5 keywords on 
relevant research interests, and contact email/Twitter handle to g.lynch@warwick.ac.uk.  E.g.  

Prof. Gabrielle Lynch, Professor of ComparaJve PoliJcs, University of Warwick, UK; judicial 
behaviour, elecJon peJJons, Kenya, Uganda, Zambia; g.lynch@warwick.ac.uk; 
@GabrielleLynch6. 

If you have already sent a bio for the newsleker, then please do send a photo for inclusion 
on the webpage.  

Network members  
NB: If you want to be included in the list of network members in future newsletters and 
the website, please send a photo and bio in the standard format (see below) with details 

https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/pais/research/ajrn
mailto:g.lynch@warwick.ac.uk
mailto:g.lynch@warwick.ac.uk
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of positions and institutional/organisational affiliation, up to 5 keywords on relevant research 
interests, and contact email/Twitter handle to g.lynch@warwick.ac.uk.  

Dr Sophie Andreeka, FRS-FNRS Research Associate, University of Liège, Belgium; legal 
professionals, courtroom ethnography, legal consciousness, migraJon, Belgium, Benin. 
@SophieAndreeka  

Olum Lornah Afoyomungu, Ph.D. student, University of Pretoria, South Africa; Feminist Legal 
Jurisprudence, African human rights system; afoyomungu2012@gmail.com, @ALornah.  

Dr. Tinenenji Banda, Associate Director (Law and Justice), Southern African Institute of Policy 
and Research; adjudication, (formal and informal) dispute settlement mechanisms, legal 
pluralism, governance; bandatinenenji@gmail.com.  

Prof. Stephen Brown, Professor of PoliJcal Science, University of Okawa, Canada; LGBTQI+ 
rights, decriminalizaJon of homosexuality, strategic liJgaJon, Botswana, 
Kenya; brown@uokawa.ca; @StephenBrown3. 

Prof. Hugh Corder, Professor Emeritus of Public, University of Cape Town, South Africa; 
judicial poliJcs, administraJve law and jusJce, southern Africa. Hugh.corder@uct.ac.za.  

Dr Charloke Cross, Senior Lecturer in InternaJonal Development, The Open University, UK; 
policing, crime and criminalisaJon, lawfare, Tanzania; charloke.cross@open.ac.uk; 
@CrossCharloke_.  

Thandiwe Daka Oteng, Legal Prac55oner with exper5se in Interna5onal Law, Interna5onal 
Human Rights Law, Cons5tu5onal Law, Corporate law and Governance. Served as Permanent 
Secretary in the Ministry of Jus5ce and Director-Interna5onal Law and Agreements in the 
AJorney-General’s Chambers of Zambia. X: @ThandiweOteng Email: 
thandiwe_daka@yahoo.co.uk 

Prof. J. Jarpa Dawuni, Associate Professor of PoliJcal Science at Howard University, 
Washington D.C; ExecuJve Director of the InsJtute for African Women in Law; law and 
development, judicial poliJcs, women and the legal professions, gender and the law, 
internaJonal human rights, democraJzaJon and women’s civil society organizing; 
director@africanwomeninlaw.com.  

JusJce Dorothy A. DeGabriele, Judge of the High Court, Malawi, Current PhD Scholar, 
University of Warwick, UK; Law and Development, Governance and Electoral JusJce, Courts 
and PoliJcs within SADC, Dorothy.Degabriele@warwick.ac.uk; @a_degabriele.  

Dr. Pilar Domingo, Senior Research Fellow in the PoliJcs and Governance group, at ODI, UK: 
rule of law; judicial poliJcs; access to jusJce, human rights; p.domingo@odi.org.uk.  

Dr Patrick Dzimiri, Associate Professor, Department of Arts and Social Sciences, University of 
Venda, South Africa; human rights, electoral poliJcs, human security, humanitarian affairs, 
and community-specific invesJgaJons; patrick.dzimiri@univen.ac.za.  

Dr Laura-Stella Enonchong, Senior Lecturer in Law, SOAS, University of London, UK; 
comparaJve consJtuJonalism, human rights, courts and poliJcs, Cameroon; 
le14@soas.ac.uk; @lauraEnonchong. 

Prof. Charles Manga Fombad, Professor of ComparaJve ConsJtuJonal Law and Director of 
the InsJtute for InternaJonal and ComparaJve Law in Africa (ICLA), Faculty of Law, University 

mailto:g.lynch@warwick.ac.uk
mailto:afoyomungu2012@gmail.com
mailto:bandatinenenji@gmail.com
mailto:brown@uottawa.ca
mailto:Hugh.corder@uct.ac.za
mailto:charlotte.cross@open.ac.uk
mailto:thandiwe_daka@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:Dorothy.Degabriele@warwick.ac.uk
mailto:p.domingo@odi.org.uk
mailto:patrick.dzimiri@univen.ac.za
mailto:le14@soas.ac.uk
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of Pretoria. ComparaJve African consJtuJonal and legal history, especially issues of legal 
harmonisaJon in Africa. charles.fombad@up.ac.za;  

Dr Martha Gayoye, Lecturer in law, Keele University, UK; courts and judges in Africa, judicial 
diversity and women judges, gender and consJtuJons in the Global South. 

Dr. Thalia Gerzso, lecturer, University of York, UK, poliJcal insJtuJons, judicial behavior, 
democraJc processes, electoral contenJon, Kenya, Senegal; thalia.gerzso@york.ac.uk; 
@thaliagrz.  

Naomi Gichuki, Kenyaka University; Governance, Access to JusJce, Human Rights and 
Regional IntegraJon; gichukinyambura@gmail.com 

Bekezela Gumbo, Principal Researcher, Zimbabwe Democracy InsJtute; Lecturer of 
comparaJve poliJcs in Africa, Africa University, Mutare, Zimbabwe; PhD student, Centre for 
Gender and Africa Studies, University of the Free State, South Africa; judiciary and democraJc 
transiJon, compeJJve securicraJc states regimes, Sub Saharan 
Africa; bekegumbo@gmail.com / gumbob@africau.edu.  

Tim Fish Hodgson, InternaJonal Commission of Jurists’ global lead on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights and Disability and Access to JusJce. Former clerk to JusJce Zakaria Yacoob at 
the ConsJtuJonal Court of South Africa and previously worked for the Socio-Economic Rights 
InsJtute of South Africa and SECTION27; @TimFish42.  

Prof Cora Hoexter, part-Jme Professor, School of Law, University of the Witwatersrand, 
Johannesburg; judicial behaviour, non-judicial funcJons, judicial 
discipline; cora.hoexter@wits.ac.za.  

Richard Adebisi Ige, Master of Science Student (ComparaJve PoliJcs), University of Ibadan, 
Nigeria; PoliJcal corrupJon, African elecJon, Democracy, Good 
Governance; richardige6@gmail.com.  

Dr. Ryan Jablonski, Associate Professor of PoliJcal Science, London School of Economics and 
PoliJcal Science, UK; Electoral integrity, voJng, internaJonal development, Malawi, Kenya, 
Uganda. r.s.jablonski@lse.ac.uk @ryan.jablonski hkp://ryanjablonski.com/.  

Tanveer Rashid Jeewa, ConsJtuJonal Law Lecturer and LLD Candidate, University of 
Stellenbosch, South Africa; consJtuJonal property law, socio-economic rights, human rights, 
decolonisaJon of law, consJtuJonal law; tjeewa@sun.ac.za; @tanveerjeewa.  

Dr. Catherine Lena Kelly, Associate Dean and Associate Professor of JusJce and Rule of Law, 
Africa Center for Strategic Studies/NaJonal Defense University, USA; rule of law in Africa, 
access to jusJce, security sector governance and oversight, Senegal, Central African 
Republic; catherine.l.kelly.civ@ndu.edu; @catherinelkelly 

Dr. O'Brien Kaaba, lecturer, School of law at the University of Zambia and senior research 
fellow at the Southern African InsJtute for Policy and Research (SAIPAR); adjudicaJon of 
presidenJal elecJon disputes in Africa; human rights; consJtuJon making; administraJve law; 
okaaba@yahoo.com  

Dr Mariam Kamunyu, BriJsh Academy InternaJonal Fellow, Cardiff University, UK: African 
human rights system; feminist judgments; African feminism; gender responsiveness/ gender 
transformaJon; state accountability; mariam.kamunyu@gmail.com; @mariamkmarr.  

mailto:charles.fombad@up.ac.za
mailto:gichukinyambura@gmail.com
mailto:bekegumbo@gmail.com
mailto:gumbob@africau.edu
mailto:cora.hoexter@wits.ac.za
mailto:richardige6@gmail.com
mailto:r.s.jablonski@lse.ac.uk
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fryanjablonski.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C02491eb30d3a4c5b9ea408dbcb514934%7C09bacfbd47ef446592653546f2eaf6bc%7C0%7C0%7C638327322245155461%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZqSN5NWKQhUvTFen2gieJz1s1W3sBK39dVUuDUQDJcM%3D&reserved=0
mailto:tjeewa@sun.ac.za
mailto:catherine.l.kelly.civ@ndu.edu
mailto:mariam.kamunyu@gmail.com
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Walter Khobe, Lecturer, Department of Public Law, Moi University, Kenya; Public Law in 
Kenya, African ComparaJve ConsJtuJonal Law; Judicial PoliJcs in Kenya; 
ochiengwally@yahoo.com; @ochiengwally. 

Kimpact Development IniJaJve (KDI), Nigeria; ElecJon PeJJon Tribunal Monitoring, 
electoral jusJce, rule of law, judicial reforms, good governance; info@kimpact.org.ng, 
emiadebayo@kimpact.org.ng, bidowu@kimpact.org.ng, oluwafemijohnadebayo@gmail.com 

Diana Kisakye, PhD Candidate (PoliJcal Science), Bayreuth InternaJonal Graduate School of 
African Studies (BIGSAS), University of Bayreuth, Germany; judicial poliJcs, sub-regional 
courts, development poliJcs and policy, regional integraJon; Uganda, Tanzania, 
Malawi; Diana.Kisakye@uni-bayreuth.de; Linkedin: Diana Kisakye.  

Prof. Dan Kuwali, Extraordinary Professor of InternaJonal Law and InternaJonal Affairs, 
University of Pretoria, South Africa/Lund University, Sweden; strategy, use of force, 
governance, Malawi, Africa; kuwali.d@up.ac.za 

Prof. Gabrielle Lynch, Professor of ComparaJve PoliJcs, University of Warwick, UK; judicial 
behaviour, judicial reform, elecJon peJJons, Kenya, Malawi, Uganda, 
Zambia; g.lynch@warwick.ac.uk; @GabrielleLynch6. 

Monte McMurchy, Rector American ChrisJan Liberal Arts University Congo—UCI, Kinshasa, 
DRCongo; insJtuJon building, electoral process/procedure, judicial 
subordinaJon; montemcmurchy@sympaJco.ca; @diplomat15 and @montemcmurchy. 

Barbara Shitnaan Magaji, JI & Coady Fellow, Abuja Nigeria; judicial accountability, human 
rights, gender, ciJzen advocacy;  biemaigari@gmail.com; @Shitnaan. 

Prof. Mark Fathi Massoud, Professor of PoliJcs and Director of Legal Studies, University of 
California, Santa Cruz and VisiJng Professor, University of Oxford Faculty of Law; rule of law, 
colonialism, state-building, religion; mmassoud@ucsc.edu; mark.massoud@law.ox.ac.uk; 
@ProfMassoud. 

Prof. Maame A.S. Mensa-Bonsu, Associate Professor of Law, Ashesi University, 
Ghana;  Judicial review , judicial behaviour, judicial amendments, Supreme courts,  Ghana, 
Nigeria, West Africa.  

Dr Catherine Musuva, Senior Researcher, African Centre for MigraJon and Society, University 
of the Witwatersrand, South Africa; migraJon, emigrant voJng, democraJsaJon, electoral 
poliJcs, Kenya, South Africa; catherine.musuva@wits.ac.za. 

Sfiso Benard Nxumalo, SJpendiary Lecturer of Law and DPhil Candidate, University of Oxford, 
UK; consJtuJonalism, human rights, poliJcisaJon of the judiciary, South Africa, United 
Kingdom, African Union; Sfiso.nxumalo@law.ox.ac.uk; @sfiso_benard. 

Mikhail Nyamweya,  Master of Science student in African Studies, University of Oxford; 
Governance and democracy, Kenya; mikhailnyamweya@gmail.com.  

Rispah Odanga, Advocate of the High Court of Kenya, BCL (Masters in Law) student, 
University of Oxford. Areas of interest: ComparaJve Human Rights Law, 
rispahodanga@gmail.com 

Prof Collins Odote, Associate Professor of Law and Associate Dean Faculty of Law, University 
of Nairobi; c.odote@uonbi.ac.ke; @profodote.  

mailto:ochiengwally@yahoo.com
mailto:info@kimpact.org.ng
mailto:emiadebayo@kimpact.org.ng
mailto:bidowu@kimpact.org.ng
mailto:oluwafemijohnadebayo@gmail.com
mailto:Diana.Kisakye@uni-bayreuth.de
mailto:kuwali.d@up.ac.za
mailto:g.lynch@warwick.ac.uk
mailto:montemcmurchy@sympatico.ca
mailto:biemaigari@gmail.com
mailto:mmassoud@ucsc.edu
mailto:mark.massoud@law.ox.ac.uk
mailto:catherine.musuva@wits.ac.za
mailto:Sfiso.nxumalo@law.ox.ac.uk
mailto:mikhailnyamweya@gmail.com
mailto:rispahodanga@gmail.com
mailto:c.odote@uonbi.ac.ke
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Evans Ogada, Lecturer in Public InternaJonal Law and Human Rights, University of Nairobi; 
Researcher in ConsJtuJonal Law, Human Rights Law and InternaJonal Criminal 
Law; ogadae@yahoo.com; @EOGADA 

Dr. Trishula R. Patel, Assistant Professor, University of Denver, CO, USA; Southern Africa and 
Zimbabwe, legal history, BriJsh colonialism of Africa, South Asian diasporas in Africa, race and 
segregaJon; @trishulapatel; trishula.patel@du.edu. 

Mohamed Abdi Sallah, Advocate of the High Court of Kenya, ConsJtuJonal and Public Admin 
Law pracJJoner, ElecJon PeJJons/Dispute ResoluJon; mohdabdisallah@hotmail.com. 

Prof. Sharifah Sekalala, Professor of Global Health Law, University of Warwick. JusJciability of 
health rights, digital rights and women’s rights. The role of the judiciary in public health 
emergencies. @sharifasekalala 

Prof Kate Skinner, Professor of African History, University of Bristol, UK: postcolonial legal 
systems, family law reform, women's rights, Ghana, Togo; kate.skinner@bristol.ac.uk.  

Dr Peter Slinn, someJme Head of Law School, SOAS, Univ. London, Vice-President 
Commonwealth Legal EducaJon; implementaJon of Commonwealth LaJmer House 
principles; independence of judiciary; judicial relaJonship with other branches of 
government; slinndocs@hotmail.com. 

Prof. Ann Stewart, Professor of Law, University of Warwick, UK; judicial behaviour; gender 
and age discriminaJon, Kenya, Tanzania, East Africa, Botswana, Zimbabwe, Southern 
Africa; ann.stewart@warwick.ac.uk.  

Lucianna Thuo, Lecturer, Kabarak Law School, Kenya, inclusion, women in law, electoral 
dispute resoluJon, Kenya; lwambui@kabarak.ac.ke; @LuciannaThuo.  

Prof. Tukala CelesJn Tshimande, poliJcal scienJst, Faculty of Social, AdministraJve and 
PoliJcal Sciences and the Centre for PoliJcal Studies, University of Kinshasa, DRC; electoral 
sociology, sociology of poliJcal parJes, the judicial system; tukala.cele@gmail.com.  

Dr Enibokun Uzebu-Imarhiagbe, Senior Lecturer, University of Benin. African History, 
Women’s, Gender, Legal and African Art  History. enibokun.uzebu@uniben.edu.  

mailto:ogadae@yahoo.com
mailto:trishula.patel@du.edu
mailto:mohdabdisallah@hotmail.com
mailto:kate.skinner@bristol.ac.uk
mailto:slinndocs@hotmail.com
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