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African Judiciaries Research Network (AJRN) newsletter, no. 20, 
March 2025    

 

Day one (Monday 17 March 2025) is an in-person only event aiming to bring together women
judges from across Africa, ICJ commissioners, state officials, civil society leaders, and
academics to discuss women’s experiences on the bench and to celebrate the life and work
of the late Justice Yvonne Mokgoro (South Africa’s first black woman judge and an ICJ
Commissioner) and appointment of Justice Mandisa Maya as South Africa’s first female
Chief Justice. CJ Maya will also present the keynote address. 

Day two (Tuesday 18 March 2025) is a hybrid academic workshop on women in African
judiciaries in which  academics, researchers and civil society actors will present and discuss
papers on women in African judiciaries. 

WOMEN IN AFRICAN
JUDICIARIES

+123-456-7890

INVITATION

The Africa Judiciaries Research Network
(AJRN), the International Commission of
Jurists (ICJ), and the School of Law,
University of the Witwatersrand invite you
to a two-day conference celebrating
women in African judiciaries.

17-18 March 2025

08h30-16h30

Chalsty Teaching and Conference Centre, School of Law,
Wits University,  Braamfontein Campus West

Enquiries may be directed to:
Asma.Ooni@wits.ac.za

CLICK HERE TO RSVP
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Law in Development workshop, Bri5sh Ins5tute in Eastern Africa, Laikipia 
Road, Kileleshwa, Nairobi, 1-2 April 2025   

Law in Development workshop, 1 April 2025  

9.00: Introduc0ons 

9.30 – 11.00: Conceptualising and teaching law in development 

Abdul Paliwala (University of Warwick), Law Beyond Development: Visions from the South 

Wambua Kituku (University of Nairobi), From law and development movement to 
environmental rule of law   

Chris0ne M. Olando (University of Warwick), Legal educa0on for development: A façade or 
truth  

Ben Sihanya, Njaramba Gichuki and Agnes Meroka-Mutua (University of Nairobi), 
Contemporary law and development teaching at the University of Nairobi, Faculty of Law: 
Integra0ng theory and prac0ce   

11-11.30: Coffee 

11.30-13.15: Law and development  

Niringiyimana Julius (Makerere University), African Con0nental Free Trade Area and Dispute 
Se\lement Mechanisms: Challenges, Opportuni0es and Prospects 

Linda C. Kitur (Advocate), Judicial Oversight and Socio-Economic Jus0ce: The Role of Kenya’s 
Courts in Shaping Socio-Economic Development Trajectories  

Cecilia Edward Ngaiza (University of Dar es Salaam), Revisi0ng implementa0on of the right to 
development with respect to indigenous peoples in Tanzania 

Yasin Maoni (Lilongwe City Council), Legisla0on for subsidiarity and local economic 
development: A tool for aspired economic development in Malawi  

Moses Washington Mkandawire (Nyika Ins*tute), The Principle of ‘Locus Standi’ and its 
Impact on the Opera0ons of Civil Society in Malawi  

13.15-14.15: Lunch  

14.15-16.00: Gender and Children  

Ibrahim Nsereko and Moses Mulumba (Afya na Haki), Digital Health Ac0vism as Resistance in 
the Global South: Lessons from the Stop Maternal Mortality Campaign in Uganda 

Belinda Chepchumba Rop (University of Dar es Salaam), The Intersec0on of Gender and Child 
Welfare in East Africa: Cri0quing Marriage Laws in Tanzania and Lessons Learned from Kenya's 
Progressive Reforms 

Ruth Mchizi (University of Malawi), Rethinking Child Maintenance Laws: A Pathway to 
Popula0on Control and Sustainable Growth in Malawi 

Bernard Koomson (University of Warwick), From Palermo Protocol to the Human Trafficking 
Act: Contextual experiences from child trafficking interven0on in Ghana 
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Frank George Mgungwe (Mzuzu University, University of Livingstonia), “Naviga0ng Hard 
Times”: Analysing Enforcement Mechanisms in Protec0on of Senior Ci0zens and Children in 
Witchcral Accusa0ons in Contemporary Africa 

16.00-16.30: Coffee  

16.30-18.00: Roundtable with Prof. Patricia Kameri-Mbote (University of Nairobi), Hon. 
Jus0ce Prof. Joel Ngugi (Court of Appeal, Kenya), and Dr Jeremy Okonjo (University of 
Warwick) facilitated by Ambreena Manji (Cardiff University). Followed by a drinks 
recep0on.  

To register to join the workshop and/or roundtable online or in person please go to 
h\ps://warwick.ac.uk/global/africa/lawindevelopment/ 

The second day (2 April) will consist of a wri0ng workshop for early career researchers.  

 

Thanks to Peter BreH for organising a workshop on African Judges Preven5ng 
and Responding to Poli5cal AHacks at Queen Mary University of London on 
26 February 2024 

Speakers included Dr Peter Bre\, Dr Karen Brewer, Lady Jus0ce Dorothy DeGabriele, Dr Pilar 
Domingo, Dr Thalia Gerso, Dr Jus0ce Alfred Mavedzenge, Duncan Okello, Dr Ronald Allamano 
Ong’udi, Prof. Elin Skaar, Dr Chiedza Simbo, and Dr Marianne Tøraasen.  

 

Recent publications by network members  

Ndlebe, Z. and M. Benjamin (17 February 2025) Judicial tribunals show an urgent need for 
dealing with sexual harassment. Judges Ma3er. 
h\ps://www.judgesma\er.co.za/opinions/judicial-tribunals-sexual-harassment/ 

 

Awards  

Thalia Gerzso and Gabrielle Lynch have been awarded a Bri0sh Academy Small Grant for a 
project on "Judicial Ac0vism and Off-Bench Behaviour: The Role of Legal Tradi0ons", which 
will inves0gate the impact of common and civil law tradi0ons on judges' networks.  

 

Opportunities to write opinion pieces/blogs on African judiciaries  

AJRN has teamed up with Democracy in Africa to launch a series of opinion pieces on African 
judiciaries and democracy. For details on how to write an ar0cle for Democracy in Africa go 
to h\p://democracyinafrica.org/join-the-new-african-judiciaries-research-network-ajrn-
today/.  

The AJRN has also been in touch with The Conversa0on Africa and The Elephant and is 
happy to report that:  

The Conversa0on Africa welcomes ar0cles on African judiciaries that are based on research. 
These can be republished anywhere in the world under a Crea0ve Commons licence, giving 

https://warwick.ac.uk/global/africa/lawindevelopment/
http://democracyinafrica.org/
http://democracyinafrica.org/join-the-new-african-judiciaries-research-network-ajrn-today/
http://democracyinafrica.org/join-the-new-african-judiciaries-research-network-ajrn-today/
https://theconversation.com/africa
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your work a wider reach and introducing it to new audiences. You can pitch your idea for an 
ar0cle here. You can subscribe to the Conversa0on Africa newsle\er here. 

The Elephant welcomes ar0cles of 1,500-3,500 words on African judiciaries. The Elephant is a 
popular online Kenyan news plasorm which seeks well researched, honest cri0ques, cri0cal 
essays and sharp-eyed perspec0ves on a broad range of topics addressed from a Pan African 
lens. For details on how to submit a pitch and write for The 
Elephant see h\ps://www.theelephant.info/write-for-us/. 

 

AJRN member profile of the month 

 
Dr. Chiedza Simbo is a dis0nguished cons0tu0onal law scholar, researcher, and human rights 
advocate with extensive exper0se in cons0tu0onal interpreta0on, judicial reasoning, and 
socio-economic rights adjudica0on. She is currently a Senior Lecturer at the University of 
Venda, South Africa, where she specializes in cons0tu0onal law, human rights law, and judicial 
decision-making. 

With a Ph.D. in Cons0tu0onal Law from the University of Zimbabwe and two LLMs (Social 
Jus0ce and Commercial Law) from the University of Cape Town, Dr. Simbo’s academic work 
cri0cally examines the role of the judiciary in shaping cons0tu0onal jurisprudence in Africa. 
Her research explores the interpreta0on of cons0tu0onal provisions by judges, 
the jus0ciability of socio-economic rights, and the evolu0on of human rights frameworks in 
Southern Africa. 

Judicial and Cons0tu0onal Research:  

Dr. Simbo has conducted extensive research on how judges interpret cons0tu0onal 
provisions, par0cularly in rela0on to human rights and access to jus0ce. Her work includes: 

• Analysis of Judicial Precedents – Examining how courts in South Africa, Zimbabwe, and 
other SADC countries have interpreted socio-economic rights, par0cularly the right to 
basic educa0on. 

• Compara0ve Cons0tu0onal Law – Studying cons0tu0onal interpreta0on models across 
African jurisdic0ons to assess the evolving role of the judiciary. 

• Judicial Oversight and Separa0on of Powers – Inves0ga0ng the role of courts in upholding 
democra0c governance and preven0ng execu0ve overreach. 

• Case Law Analysis on Fundamental Rights – Assessing landmark cases where courts have 
either expanded or limited cons0tu0onal rights through their decisions. 

https://theconversation.com/africa/pitches
https://theconversation.com/africa/newsletters/
https://www.theelephant.info/
https://www.theelephant.info/write-for-us/
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Her scholarship has been published in leading peer-reviewed law journals, including 
the Compara*ve and Interna*onal Law Journal of Southern Africa, Speculum Juris, and Obiter. 
One of her notable works, "The Scope and Content of Sec0on 75(1)(a) of the Zimbabwean 
Cons0tu0on", explores the judicial interpreta0on of cons0tu0onal guarantees in Zimbabwe. 

Professional and Legal Contribu0ons 

Beyond academia, Dr. Simbo has held advisory and research roles within the judiciary, 
including serving as a Research Assistant to Judge Oagile Bethuel Key Dingake of the High 
Court of Botswana. In this role, she contributed to legal opinions and judicial wri0ngs on 
cri0cal cons0tu0onal issues such as the rule of law, elec0on pe00ons, and judicial 
independence. 

She has also worked with Lawyers for Human Rights in South Africa, where she engaged 
in strategic li0ga0on and cons0tu0onal advocacy. Her experience includes draling legal 
arguments for human rights cases, preparing court submissions, and analyzing judicial 
decisions impac0ng vulnerable groups. 

Leadership and Impact in Legal Research 

Dr. Simbo is an ac0ve member of the African Judiciary Research Network and the African 
Network of Cons0tu0onal Lawyers. She has been an invited speaker at judicial conferences, 
addressing topics such as: 

• The role of judicial oversight in protec0ng cons0tu0onal democracy. 

• The interpreta0on of socio-economic rights by courts in the SADC region. 

• The impact of judicial decisions on educa0on rights and migrant policies. 

As a legal consultant, she has contributed to cons0tu0onal reform discussions and has 
provided expert opinions on legisla0ve processes affec0ng judicial independence. 

Commitment to Legal Scholarship and Advocacy 

Dr. Simbo remains commi\ed to promo0ng judicial integrity, cons0tu0onalism, and human 
rights through research, li0ga0on, and policy engagement. Her work bridges the gap 
between legal theory and judicial prac0ce, ensuring that cons0tu0onal principles are 
effec0vely interpreted and applied in real-world contexts. 

🔗 Google Scholar: Link 
🔗 African Network of Cons0tu0onal Lawyers: Link 

 

AJRN webpage  

The AJRN has a webpage (h\ps://warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/pais/research/ajrn) where you can 
find past newsletters as well as information on events, opinion pieces and members. If you 
want to be included in the list of network members on the website and future 
newsletters, then please send a photograph and a bio in the standard format (see below) 
with details of positions and institutional/organisational affiliation, up to 5 keywords on 
relevant research interests, and contact email/social media handle to 
g.lynch@warwick.ac.uk.  E.g.  

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fscholar.google.com%2Fcitations%3Fuser%3DGKWhXaYAAAAJ%26hl%3Den&data=05%7C02%7CG.Lynch%40warwick.ac.uk%7Cd9a710c7e6784c26fe2008dd613cf610%7C09bacfbd47ef446592653546f2eaf6bc%7C0%7C0%7C638773636662389595%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=n%2FftpUofzimwQbk6iHL1xe8OpK9SwA18n0iovbZHkWg%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fancl-radc.org.za%2Fsmart-search%3Fq%3Dchiedza%2Bsimbo&data=05%7C02%7CG.Lynch%40warwick.ac.uk%7Cd9a710c7e6784c26fe2008dd613cf610%7C09bacfbd47ef446592653546f2eaf6bc%7C0%7C0%7C638773636662410207%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=eiodmL1MA4ujZHpMsqcW70%2BwDUgMGrceWLfSp9TD3gY%3D&reserved=0
https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/pais/research/ajrn
mailto:g.lynch@warwick.ac.uk
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Prof. Gabrielle Lynch, Professor of Compara0ve Poli0cs, University of Warwick, UK; judicial 
behaviour, elec0on pe00ons, Kenya, Uganda, Zambia; g.lynch@warwick.ac.uk; 
@GabrielleLynch6. 

If you have already sent a bio for the newsle\er, then please do send a photo for inclusion 
on the webpage.  

Network members  
NB: If you want to be included in the list of network members in future newsletters and 
the website, please send a photo and bio in the standard format (see below) with details 
of positions and institutional/organisational affiliation, up to 5 keywords on relevant research 
interests, and contact email/social media handle to g.lynch@warwick.ac.uk.  

Nahaja Adam, LLD Student, University of Pretoria, South Africa, Equality law jurisprudence, 
Law and Religion, Human Rights law, nahajaadam@yahoo.com 

Prof Cathi Albertyn, NRF South African Research Chair in Equality, Law and Social Jus0ce, 
School of Law, University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South Africa; gender, women 
and the judiciary, judicial diversity, feminist jurisprudence, South 
Africa; h"ps://www.wits.ac.za/equalitychair/; cathi.albertyn@wits.a.za 

Dr Sophie Andree\a, FRS-FNRS Research Associate, University of Liège, Belgium; legal 
professionals, courtroom ethnography, legal consciousness, migra0on, Belgium, Benin. 
@SophieAndree\a  

Olum Lornah Afoyomungu, Ph.D. student, University of Pretoria, South Africa; Feminist Legal 
Jurisprudence, African human rights system; afoyomungu2012@gmail.com, @ALornah.  

Dr. Tinenenji Banda, Associate Director (Law and Justice), Southern African Institute of Policy 
and Research; adjudication, (formal and informal) dispute settlement mechanisms, legal 
pluralism, governance; bandatinenenji@gmail.com.  

Phionah Birungi, Chief Magistrate, Judiciary, Uganda and a Member of the Chartered Ins;tute of 
Arbitrators; phee3000@gmail.com  

Dr. Peter Bre\, Senior Lecturer in Interna0onal Poli0cs at Queen Mary - University of London; 
rights, courts, judges, legal mobilisa0on, Namibia, South Africa, Burkina 
Faso; h\ps://www.qmul.ac.uk/poli0cs/staff/profiles/bre\peter.html; p.bre\@qmul.ac.uk 

Prof. Stephen Brown, Professor of Poli0cal Science, University of O\awa, Canada; LGBTQI+ 
rights, decriminaliza0on of homosexuality, strategic li0ga0on, Botswana, 
Kenya; brown@uo\awa.ca; @StephenBrown3. 

Dr Frangton Chiyemura, Lecturer in Interna0onal Development, Department of Development 
Policy and Prac0ce, The Open University, UK; African electoral poli0cs, Southern and Eastern 
Africa; h\ps://www.open.ac.uk/people/fc3523; fc3523@open.ac.uk 

Prof. Hugh Corder, Professor Emeritus of Public, University of Cape Town, South Africa; 
judicial poli0cs, administra0ve law and jus0ce, southern Africa. Hugh.corder@uct.ac.za.  

Dr Charlo\e Cross, Senior Lecturer in Interna0onal Development, The Open University, UK; 
policing, crime and criminalisa0on, lawfare, Tanzania; charlo\e.cross@open.ac.uk; 
@CrossCharlo\e_.  

mailto:g.lynch@warwick.ac.uk
mailto:g.lynch@warwick.ac.uk
mailto:nahajaadam@yahoo.com
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wits.ac.za%2Fequalitychair%2F&data=05%7C02%7CG.Lynch%40warwick.ac.uk%7Cc2345dab8f634463d44d08dd1f47b487%7C09bacfbd47ef446592653546f2eaf6bc%7C0%7C0%7C638701115032977090%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2B59ex3H5NQ68M2ceTfjz9kMMeIVI8v%2BecT8BlMHCXsc%3D&reserved=0
mailto:cathi.albertyn@wits.a.za
mailto:afoyomungu2012@gmail.com
mailto:bandatinenenji@gmail.com
mailto:phee3000@gmail.com
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.qmul.ac.uk%2Fpolitics%2Fstaff%2Fprofiles%2Fbrettpeter.html&data=05%7C02%7CG.Lynch%40warwick.ac.uk%7C48005f8ff82341371b6008dd1e994f7b%7C09bacfbd47ef446592653546f2eaf6bc%7C0%7C0%7C638700366022397899%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=853LWUYXdBHOGoIxzweiZf6JeVkda%2BUFR5MyHvt%2F%2FzA%3D&reserved=0
mailto:p.brett@qmul.ac.uk
mailto:brown@uottawa.ca
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.open.ac.uk%2Fpeople%2Ffc3523&data=05%7C02%7CG.Lynch%40warwick.ac.uk%7Cc5a8218441ab42f837e408dd33b8e01a%7C09bacfbd47ef446592653546f2eaf6bc%7C0%7C0%7C638723591334685598%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rf9Q0GivBXmfSeihsJKNGZf9U4XzfI5Jwm2iobGpIFs%3D&reserved=0
mailto:fc3523@open.ac.uk
mailto:Hugh.corder@uct.ac.za
mailto:charlotte.cross@open.ac.uk
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Thandiwe Daka Oteng, Legal Prac00oner with exper0se in Interna0onal Law, Interna0onal 
Human Rights Law, Cons0tu0onal Law, Corporate law and Governance. Served as Permanent 
Secretary in the Ministry of Jus0ce and Director-Interna0onal Law and Agreements in the 
A\orney-General’s Chambers of Zambia. X: @ThandiweOteng Email: 
thandiwe_daka@yahoo.co.uk 

Prof. J. Jarpa Dawuni, Associate Professor of Poli0cal Science at Howard University, 
Washington D.C; Execu0ve Director of the Ins0tute for African Women in Law; law and 
development, judicial poli0cs, women and the legal professions, gender and the law, 
interna0onal human rights, democra0za0on and women’s civil society organizing; 
director@africanwomeninlaw.com.  

Jus0ce Dorothy A. DeGabriele, Judge of the High Court, Malawi, Current PhD Scholar, 
University of Warwick, UK; Law and Development, Governance and Electoral Jus0ce, Courts 
and Poli0cs within SADC, Dorothy.Degabriele@warwick.ac.uk; @a_degabriele.  

Dr. Pilar Domingo, Senior Research Fellow in the Poli0cs and Governance group, at ODI, UK: 
rule of law; judicial poli0cs; access to jus0ce, human rights; p.domingo@odi.org.uk.  

Dr Patrick Dzimiri, Associate Professor, Department of Arts and Social Sciences, University of 
Venda, South Africa; human rights, electoral poli0cs, human security, humanitarian affairs, 
and community-specific inves0ga0ons; patrick.dzimiri@univen.ac.za.  

Dr Laura-Stella Enonchong, Senior Lecturer in Law, SOAS, University of London, UK; 
compara0ve cons0tu0onalism, human rights, courts and poli0cs, Cameroon; 
le14@soas.ac.uk; @lauraEnonchong. 

Timothy Fish Hodgson, Senior Legal Advisor, Interna0onal Commission of Jurists, South 
Africa; social and economic rights, disability rights; @TimFish42; 0mothy.hodgson@icj.org  

Prof. Charles Manga Fombad, Professor of Compara0ve Cons0tu0onal Law and Director of 
the Ins0tute for Interna0onal and Compara0ve Law in Africa (ICLA), Faculty of Law, University 
of Pretoria. Compara0ve African cons0tu0onal and legal history, especially issues of legal 
harmonisa0on in Africa. charles.fombad@up.ac.za;  

Dr Martha Gayoye, Lecturer in law, Keele University, UK; courts and judges in Africa, judicial 
diversity and women judges, gender and cons0tu0ons in the Global South. 

Dr. Thalia Gerzso, lecturer, University of York, UK, poli0cal ins0tu0ons, judicial behavior, 
democra0c processes, electoral conten0on, Kenya, Senegal; thalia.gerzso@york.ac.uk; 
@thaliagrz.  

Naomi Gichuki, Kenya\a University; Governance, Access to Jus0ce, Human Rights and 
Regional Integra0on; gichukinyambura@gmail.com 

Bekezela Gumbo, Principal Researcher, Zimbabwe Democracy Ins0tute; Lecturer of 
compara0ve poli0cs in Africa, Africa University, Mutare, Zimbabwe; PhD student, Centre for 
Gender and Africa Studies, University of the Free State, South Africa; judiciary and democra0c 
transi0on, compe00ve securicra0c states regimes, Sub Saharan 
Africa; bekegumbo@gmail.com / gumbob@africau.edu.  

Tim Fish Hodgson, Interna0onal Commission of Jurists’ global lead on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights and Disability and Access to Jus0ce. Former clerk to Jus0ce Zakaria Yacoob at 

mailto:thandiwe_daka@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:Dorothy.Degabriele@warwick.ac.uk
mailto:p.domingo@odi.org.uk
mailto:patrick.dzimiri@univen.ac.za
mailto:le14@soas.ac.uk
mailto:charles.fombad@up.ac.za
mailto:gichukinyambura@gmail.com
mailto:bekegumbo@gmail.com
mailto:gumbob@africau.edu
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the Cons0tu0onal Court of South Africa and previously worked for the Socio-Economic Rights 
Ins0tute of South Africa and SECTION27; @TimFish42.  

Prof Cora Hoexter, part-0me Professor, School of Law, University of the Witwatersrand, 
Johannesburg; judicial behaviour, non-judicial func0ons, judicial 
discipline; cora.hoexter@wits.ac.za.  

Richard Adebisi Ige, Master of Science Student (Compara0ve Poli0cs), University of Ibadan, 
Nigeria; Poli0cal corrup0on, African elec0on, Democracy, Good 
Governance; richardige6@gmail.com.  

Dr. Ryan Jablonski, Associate Professor of Poli0cal Science, London School of Economics and 
Poli0cal Science, UK; Electoral integrity, vo0ng, interna0onal development, Malawi, Kenya, 
Uganda. r.s.jablonski@lse.ac.uk @ryan.jablonski h\p://ryanjablonski.com/.  

Tanveer Rashid Jeewa, Cons0tu0onal Law Lecturer and LLD Candidate, University of 
Stellenbosch, South Africa; cons0tu0onal property law, socio-economic rights, human rights, 
decolonisa0on of law, cons0tu0onal law; tjeewa@sun.ac.za; @tanveerjeewa.  

Dr. Catherine Lena Kelly, Associate Dean and Associate Professor of Jus0ce and Rule of Law, 
Africa Center for Strategic Studies/Na0onal Defense University, USA; rule of law in Africa, 
access to jus0ce, security sector governance and oversight, Senegal, Central African 
Republic; catherine.l.kelly.civ@ndu.edu; @catherinelkelly 

Dr. O'Brien Kaaba, lecturer, School of law at the University of Zambia and senior research 
fellow at the Southern African Ins0tute for Policy and Research (SAIPAR); adjudica0on of 
presiden0al elec0on disputes in Africa; human rights; cons0tu0on making; administra0ve law; 
okaaba@yahoo.com  

Dr Mariam Kamunyu, Bri0sh Academy Interna0onal Fellow, Cardiff University, UK: African 
human rights system; feminist judgments; African feminism; gender responsiveness/ gender 
transforma0on; state accountability; mariam.kamunyu@gmail.com; @mariamkmarr.  

Walter Khobe, Lecturer, Department of Public Law, Moi University, Kenya; Public Law in 
Kenya, African Compara0ve Cons0tu0onal Law; Judicial Poli0cs in Kenya; 
ochiengwally@yahoo.com; @ochiengwally. 

Kimpact Development Ini0a0ve (KDI), Nigeria; Elec0on Pe00on Tribunal Monitoring, 
electoral jus0ce, rule of law, judicial reforms, good governance; info@kimpact.org.ng, 
emiadebayo@kimpact.org.ng, bidowu@kimpact.org.ng, oluwafemijohnadebayo@gmail.com 

Diana Kisakye, PhD Candidate (Poli0cal Science), Bayreuth Interna0onal Graduate School of 
African Studies (BIGSAS), University of Bayreuth, Germany; judicial poli0cs, sub-regional 
courts, development poli0cs and policy, regional integra0on; Uganda, Tanzania, 
Malawi; Diana.Kisakye@uni-bayreuth.de; Linkedin: Diana Kisakye.  

Prof. Dan Kuwali, Extraordinary Professor of Interna0onal Law and Interna0onal Affairs, 
University of Pretoria, South Africa/Lund University, Sweden; strategy, use of force, 
governance, Malawi, Africa; kuwali.d@up.ac.za 

Dr Marna Lourens, Project Manager and Researcher, Centre for Social Jus0ce, Stellenbosch 
University, South Africa; gender and the law, intersec0onality, female livelihoods, sex workers’ 
rights; mlourens@sun.ac.za; linkedin.com/in/marna-lourens-991b8a33 

mailto:cora.hoexter@wits.ac.za
mailto:richardige6@gmail.com
mailto:r.s.jablonski@lse.ac.uk
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fryanjablonski.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C02491eb30d3a4c5b9ea408dbcb514934%7C09bacfbd47ef446592653546f2eaf6bc%7C0%7C0%7C638327322245155461%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZqSN5NWKQhUvTFen2gieJz1s1W3sBK39dVUuDUQDJcM%3D&reserved=0
mailto:tjeewa@sun.ac.za
mailto:catherine.l.kelly.civ@ndu.edu
mailto:mariam.kamunyu@gmail.com
mailto:ochiengwally@yahoo.com
mailto:info@kimpact.org.ng
mailto:emiadebayo@kimpact.org.ng
mailto:bidowu@kimpact.org.ng
mailto:oluwafemijohnadebayo@gmail.com
mailto:Diana.Kisakye@uni-bayreuth.de
mailto:kuwali.d@up.ac.za
mailto:mlourens@sun.ac.za
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fin%2Fmarna-lourens-991b8a33&data=05%7C02%7CG.Lynch%40warwick.ac.uk%7C8f15a3b5494846d4661608dd1ea7914b%7C09bacfbd47ef446592653546f2eaf6bc%7C0%7C0%7C638700427722920208%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kvUXIP7oBBX7pq2UwwGWS0d%2FYefXTwHDL2aFvP8TSaE%3D&reserved=0
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Prof. Gabrielle Lynch, Professor of Compara0ve Poli0cs, University of Warwick, UK; judicial 
behaviour, judicial reform, elec0on pe00ons, Kenya, Malawi, Uganda, 
Zambia; h\ps://warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/pais/people/lynch/; g.lynch@warwick.ac.uk; 
@GabrielleLynch6. 

Monte McMurchy, Rector American Chris0an Liberal Arts University Congo—UCI, Kinshasa, 
DRCongo; ins0tu0on building, electoral process/procedure, judicial 
subordina0on; montemcmurchy@sympa0co.ca; @diplomat15 and @montemcmurchy. 

Dan Mafora, LLM Candidate, University of Cape Town, South Africa; cons0tu0onal theory, 
cons0tu0onal change; general jurisprudence, judicial reasoning, compara0ve cons0tu0onal 
law, legal history, commonwealth jurisdic0ons, common law theory; 
danmafora.com; dan.mafora@icloud.com; @dansmywholename.bsky.social 

Barbara Shitnaan Magaji, JI & Coady Fellow, Abuja Nigeria; judicial accountability, human 
rights, gender, ci0zen advocacy;  biemaigari@gmail.com; @Shitnaan. 

Trésor Muhindo Makunya, Associate Professor of Cons0tu0onal and Interna0onal Human 
Rights Law in Africa, Faculty of Law, University of Goma & Senior Researcher, Centre for 
Human Rights, Faculty of Law, University of Pretoria. makunya@unigom.ac.cd X: @TMakunya 

Dr. Wesley Maraire, Research Project Manager, University of Bergen, Norway. Access to 
jus0ce, dispute resolu0on, decolonial theory, law and society, climate 
jus0ce. wesley.maraire@gmail.com, Connect on 
LinkedIn: h\ps://www.linkedin.com/in/wesley-maraire/. All social 
networks: @wesleymaraire.  

Prof. Mark Fathi Massoud, Professor and Chair of Poli0cs and Director of Legal Studies, 
University of California, Santa Cruz (USA); poli0cs, religion, law and society, Islam, colonialism, 
authoritarianism, human rights, Sudan, South Sudan, Somalia, 
Somaliland; h\ps://www.markmassoud.com; mmassoud@ucsc.edu 

Prof. Maame A.S. Mensa-Bonsu, Associate Professor of Law, Ashesi University, 
Ghana;  Judicial review , judicial behaviour, judicial amendments, Supreme courts,  Ghana, 
Nigeria, West Africa.  

Dr Catherine Musuva, Senior Researcher, African Centre for Migra0on and Society, University 
of the Witwatersrand, South Africa; migra0on, emigrant vo0ng, democra0sa0on, electoral 
poli0cs, Kenya, South Africa; catherine.musuva@wits.ac.za. 

Sfiso Benard Nxumalo, S0pendiary Lecturer of Law and DPhil Candidate, University of Oxford, 
UK; cons0tu0onalism, human rights, poli0cisa0on of the judiciary, South Africa, United 
Kingdom, African Union; Sfiso.nxumalo@law.ox.ac.uk; @sfiso_benard. 

Tshegofatso Nxumalo, Human Rights and Social Jus0ce Ac0vist & Climate Change 
Intersec0onal Ac0vist- South African Ins0tute of Interna0onal Affairs; Human Rights 
Viola0ons, United Na0ons, Use of Force, Social Jus0ce in Africa, Racism within Judiciary, 
Governance. h\ps://www.linkedin.com/in/tshegofatso-nxumalo-
299a1520b?utm_source=share&utm_campaign=share_via&utm_content=profile&utm_medi
um=android_app; tshego.nonja@gmail.com 

Mikhail Nyamweya,  Master of Science student in African Studies, University of Oxford; 
Governance and democracy, Kenya; mikhailnyamweya@gmail.com.  

https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/pais/people/lynch/
mailto:g.lynch@warwick.ac.uk
mailto:montemcmurchy@sympatico.ca
mailto:dan.mafora@icloud.com
mailto:biemaigari@gmail.com
mailto:makunya@unigom.ac.cd
mailto:wesley.maraire@gmail.com
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fin%2Fwesley-maraire%2F&data=05%7C02%7CG.Lynch%40warwick.ac.uk%7C13f74a65fc1b467711c408dd25a75e7b%7C09bacfbd47ef446592653546f2eaf6bc%7C0%7C0%7C638708122971008805%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gYgrZYclQZZbJk2R%2Bdc0dMQ2VXlRFNlojyhFk%2BlYANk%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.markmassoud.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7CG.Lynch%40warwick.ac.uk%7C73cc24eb8efe433c5d8308dd1eca7519%7C09bacfbd47ef446592653546f2eaf6bc%7C0%7C0%7C638700577116301190%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=c7oTzP81RgRi96jiPlWiecZ1JvaU8dx42XvFUlZ5GQs%3D&reserved=0
mailto:mmassoud@ucsc.edu
mailto:catherine.musuva@wits.ac.za
mailto:Sfiso.nxumalo@law.ox.ac.uk
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fin%2Ftshegofatso-nxumalo-299a1520b%3Futm_source%3Dshare%26utm_campaign%3Dshare_via%26utm_content%3Dprofile%26utm_medium%3Dandroid_app&data=05%7C02%7CG.Lynch%40warwick.ac.uk%7Cbbfe62b6696e4c89037108dd1e99a1fd%7C09bacfbd47ef446592653546f2eaf6bc%7C0%7C0%7C638700367390752502%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=T0cpkAvUVDzuPqp2maYTejluqzlFfxOaLaXAc53r7ig%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fin%2Ftshegofatso-nxumalo-299a1520b%3Futm_source%3Dshare%26utm_campaign%3Dshare_via%26utm_content%3Dprofile%26utm_medium%3Dandroid_app&data=05%7C02%7CG.Lynch%40warwick.ac.uk%7Cbbfe62b6696e4c89037108dd1e99a1fd%7C09bacfbd47ef446592653546f2eaf6bc%7C0%7C0%7C638700367390752502%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=T0cpkAvUVDzuPqp2maYTejluqzlFfxOaLaXAc53r7ig%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fin%2Ftshegofatso-nxumalo-299a1520b%3Futm_source%3Dshare%26utm_campaign%3Dshare_via%26utm_content%3Dprofile%26utm_medium%3Dandroid_app&data=05%7C02%7CG.Lynch%40warwick.ac.uk%7Cbbfe62b6696e4c89037108dd1e99a1fd%7C09bacfbd47ef446592653546f2eaf6bc%7C0%7C0%7C638700367390752502%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=T0cpkAvUVDzuPqp2maYTejluqzlFfxOaLaXAc53r7ig%3D&reserved=0
mailto:tshego.nonja@gmail.com
mailto:mikhailnyamweya@gmail.com
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Joshua Malidzo Nyawa, Li0ga0on Associate for Rule of Law and Good Governance, Ka0ba 
Ins0tute, Kenya; Judiciaries,  Elec0ons, Compara0ve Cons0tu0onal, Cons0tu0onal Law, 
Human Rights,  Administra0ve Law and 
Jurisprudence; joshuanya6@gmail.com; @joshuamalidzo 

Rispah Odanga, Advocate of the High Court of Kenya, BCL (Masters in Law) student, 
University of Oxford. Areas of interest: Compara0ve Human Rights Law, 
rispahodanga@gmail.com 

Prof Collins Odote, Associate Professor of Law and Associate Dean Faculty of Law, University 
of Nairobi; c.odote@uonbi.ac.ke; @profodote.  

Evans Ogada, Lecturer in Public Interna0onal Law and Human Rights, University of Nairobi; 
Researcher in Cons0tu0onal Law, Human Rights Law and Interna0onal Criminal 
Law; ogadae@yahoo.com; @EOGADA 

Dr. Trishula R. Patel, Assistant Professor, University of Denver, CO, USA; Southern Africa and 
Zimbabwe, legal history, Bri0sh colonialism of Africa, South Asian diasporas in Africa, race and 
segrega0on; @trishulapatel; trishula.patel@du.edu. 

Mohamed Abdi Sallah, Advocate of the High Court of Kenya, Cons0tu0onal and Public Admin 
Law prac00oner, Elec0on Pe00ons/Dispute Resolu0on; mohdabdisallah@hotmail.com. 

Prof. Sharifah Sekalala, Professor of Global Health Law, University of Warwick. Jus0ciability of 
health rights, digital rights and women’s rights. The role of the judiciary in public health 
emergencies. @sharifasekalala 

Dr Chiedza Simbo, Senior Lecturer, School of Law University of Venda, South cons0tu0onal 
law, rule of law, social jus0ce, educa0on, corporate governance, women rights, migra0on, 
children's rights, chiedza.univen.ac.za, Chiedza.simbo1@gmail.com, 
h\ps://www.linkedin.com/feed/ 

Prof Kate Skinner, Professor of African History, University of Bristol, UK: postcolonial legal 
systems, family law reform, women's rights, Ghana, Togo; kate.skinner@bristol.ac.uk.  

Dr Peter Slinn, some0me Head of Law School, SOAS, Univ. London, Vice-President 
Commonwealth Legal Educa0on; implementa0on of Commonwealth La0mer House 
principles; independence of judiciary; judicial rela0onship with other branches of 
government; slinndocs@hotmail.com. 

Prof. Ann Stewart, Professor of Law, University of Warwick, UK; judicial behaviour; gender 
and age discrimina0on, Kenya, Tanzania, East Africa, Botswana, Zimbabwe, Southern 
Africa; ann.stewart@warwick.ac.uk.  

Lucianna Thuo, Lecturer, Kabarak Law School, Kenya, inclusion, women in law, electoral 
dispute resolu0on, Kenya; lwambui@kabarak.ac.ke; @LuciannaThuo.  

Prof. Tukala Celes0n Tshimande, poli0cal scien0st, Faculty of Social, Administra0ve and 
Poli0cal Sciences and the Centre for Poli0cal Studies, University of Kinshasa, DRC; electoral 
sociology, sociology of poli0cal par0es, the judicial system; tukala.cele@gmail.com.  

Dr Enibokun Uzebu-Imarhiagbe, Senior Lecturer, University of Benin. African History, 
Women’s, Gender, Legal and African Art  History. enibokun.uzebu@uniben.edu.  

 

mailto:joshuanya6@gmail.com
mailto:rispahodanga@gmail.com
mailto:c.odote@uonbi.ac.ke
mailto:ogadae@yahoo.com
mailto:trishula.patel@du.edu
mailto:mohdabdisallah@hotmail.com
mailto:Chiedza.simbo1@gmail.com
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Ffeed%2F&data=05%7C02%7CG.Lynch%40warwick.ac.uk%7Cd9a710c7e6784c26fe2008dd613cf610%7C09bacfbd47ef446592653546f2eaf6bc%7C0%7C0%7C638773636662422797%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xyROGQhXpUeD4QREKuXAak%2FcTPsTj3l045TMv3ayUMk%3D&reserved=0
mailto:kate.skinner@bristol.ac.uk
mailto:slinndocs@hotmail.com
mailto:ann.stewart@warwick.ac.uk
mailto:lwambui@kabarak.ac.ke
mailto:tukala.cele@gmail.com
mailto:enibokun.uzebu@uniben.edu
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If anyone has any information that they would like included in the next newsletter (to be 
circulated the week of 7 April 2025) please email g.lynch@warwick.ac.uk. Similarly, if you 
have suggestions of people who we should contact about joining the network or would like to 
unsubscribe from the newsletter please email g.lynch@warwick.ac.uk.  

 

mailto:g.lynch@warwick.ac.uk

