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If anyone has any information that they would like included in the next newsletter (to be
circulated the week of 5 May 2025) please email g.lynch@warwick.ac.uk. Similarly, if you
have suggestions of people who we should contact about joining the network or would like to
unsubscribe from the newsletter please email g.lynch@warwick.ac.uk.

Commonwealth Magistrates’ and Judges’ Association Conference,
September 2025

The Commonwealth Magistrates” and Judges’ Association is organising its next Triennial
Conference on the Theme: “Innovations in Judicial Practice: Embracing Change for A Better
Future”. The conference will be held in Banjul, the Gambia from 21-26 September

2025. Information on registration is now available on the CMJA’s conference

website: www.cmja.biz.

The International Association for Court Administration (IACA) Conference,
November 2025

The IACA will host its 2025 International Conference in Dubai, on 16-19 November. IACA
seeks proposals for sessions that align with the overarching conference theme of “Global
Perspectives on Court Administration: Exploring Models, Maximizing Efficiency, and
Embracing Technology” and which will provide attendees with informative, engaging, and
interactive educational content, and practical takeaways that will benefit court
professionals. Sessions supporting the conference theme will focus on the following areas:

1. The impact of artificial intelligence on the administration of justice
2. Education and career development of judges and court staff

3. Optimization of the reform implementation process (both in the judicial system and in the
public prosecution service)

4. Optimization of court administration, efficiency, and access to justice
5. Researching different court models (including administrative courts and tribunals).
6. People Centered Justice

To be considered, applicants need to submit a form by 24 April 2025. For further details see .
https://www.iaca.ws/call-for-presentations.
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Women in African Judiciaries Workshop, Johannesburg, 17-18 March 2025

Last month the AJRN, International Commission of Jurists and the Wits School of Law held a
two-day conference at the University of Witwatersrand on women in African judiciaries.
https://www.icj.org/south-africa-icj-and-partners-meet-to-celebrate-and-advance-the-role-of-
women-in-african-judiciaries.

Thanks to all who made the event such a success and to ICJ, the Wits Law School, and the
University of Warwick for supporting the event.

Organisers and some of the women judges at Wits

Law in Development workshop, Nairobi, 1-2 April 2025

The month started with a two-day workshop on law in development at the British Institute in
Eastern Africa in Nairobi to celebrate Warwick @ 60. The event was co-organised by the
AJRN, the BIEA, and Warwick Law School. Thank you to everyone who made the event such a
success and to the BIEA and Warwick @ 60 for their support.

Day 1: One of three panels on law in development
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Day 1: Roundtable with Prof. Abdul Paliwala (University of Warwick), Prof. Patricia Kameri-Mbote
(University of Nairobi), Dr Agnes Meroka-Mutua (University of Nairobi), Hon. Justice Prof. Joel Ngugi
(Court of Appeal, Kenya), and Dr Jeremy Okonjo (University of Warwick) facilitated by Prof. Ambreena
Manji (Cardiff University).
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Day 2: Writing workshop with scholars from Ghana, Kenya, Malawi, Tanzania, Uganda, and the UK.

Recent publications by network members

Kuwali, Dan (2025) Jus ad Pacem: Ending the Beginning of War in Africa. US-China Law Review
22 (1):1-22

Ndlebe, Z. and M. Benjamin (17 February 2025) Judicial tribunals show an urgent need for
dealing with sexual harassment. Judges Matter.
https://www.judgesmatter.co.za/opinions/judicial-tribunals-sexual-harassment/

Opportunities to write on African judiciaries

The Commonwealth Judicial Journal is always looking for articles on issues of interest to
judicial officers across the Commonwealth. Articles should normally range from 2,000 to
3,500 words in length. Any references and/or citations should be integrated in the main body
of the manuscript, as footnotes/endnotes will normally be removed. Hyperlinks should not be
embedded in manuscripts submitted for publication. Papers should be submitted to



info@cmija.org. All manuscripts received are evaluated by the Editor in consultation with the
editorial board.

AJRN has teamed up with Democracy in Africa to launch a series of opinion pieces on African
judiciaries and democracy. For details on how to write an article for Democracy in Africa go
to http://democracyinafrica.org/join-the-new-african-judiciaries-research-network-ajrn-

today/.

The AJRN has also been in touch with The Conversation Africa and The Elephant and is
happy to report that:

The Conversation Africa welcomes articles on African judiciaries that are based on research.
These can be republished anywhere in the world under a Creative Commons licence, giving
your work a wider reach and introducing it to new audiences. You can pitch your idea for an
article here. You can subscribe to the Conversation Africa newsletter here.

The Elephant welcomes articles of 1,500-3,500 words on African judiciaries. The Elephant is a
popular online Kenyan news platform which seeks well researched, honest critiques, critical
essays and sharp-eyed perspectives on a broad range of topics addressed from a Pan African
lens. For details on how to submit a pitch and write for The

Elephant see https://www.theelephant.info/write-for-us/.

AJRN member profile of the month

A football fan, Justice Alfred Mavedzenge is a critical thinker, scholar and lawyer with expertise
in comparative constitutional and international human rights law. He has extensively published
scholarship that engages with various themes of comparative constitutional and international
human rights law, including judicial independence, socio-economic rights, political liberties,
electoral democracy, and how the rise of contemporary forms of authoritarianism impacts
constitutional democratic principles.

Affiliated to the University of Cape Town, Justice Mavedzenge is Adjunct Senior Lecturer of
Public Law and regularly teaches undergraduates, masters and co-supervises PhD law students.
Through the Canon Collins Trust-where he sits in the Board of Trustees and is an alumnus-he
regularly volunteers to mentor students that come from underprivileged backgrounds, as well
as scholars who are in need. He regularly publishes op-eds, commenting on public affairs, from
constitutional and political viewpoints. Justice Mavedzenge is a member of the International
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Society of Public Law, and is a co-founder and editor of the Journal of Democracy Governance
and Human Rights in Zimbabwe.

As a legal practitioner, Justice Mavedzenge has litigated landmark cases enforcing electoral
justice, the right of persons with visual impairment to vote through secret ballot, and the
independence of electoral management bodies. He provided research support during the
drafting of the Constitution of Zimbabwe of 2013. Justice Mavedzenge has extensive
experience of promoting democracy and human rights across the world. Previously, he worked
as a Global Coordinator at the International Commission of Jurists (ICJ), promoting judicial
independence and the domestic implementation of international human rights standards in
Africa, Europe, Latin America and Asia-Pacific. Currently he is the Director of Programs at the
Africa Judges and Jurists Forum where his work focuses on defending judicial independence,
and promoting capacity strengthening for judiciaries in Africa.

Justice Mavedzenge holds a PhD in Public Law (University of Cape Town, 2018), LLM
Constitutional and Administrative law (University of Cape Town, 2014), LLB (University of South
Africa, 2011) and Bachelor of Arts (Midlands State University, 2008). His X handle is
@Dr_JAMavedzenge.

AJRN webpage

The AJRN has a webpage (https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/pais/research/ajrn) where you can
find past newsletters as well as information on events, opinion pieces and members. If you
want to be included in the list of network members on the website and future
newsletters, then please send a photograph and a bio in the standard format (see below)
with details of positions and institutional/organisational affiliation, up to 5 keywords on
relevant research interests, and contact email/social media handle to
g.lynch@warwick.ac.uk. E.g.

Prof. Gabrielle Lynch, Professor of Comparative Politics, University of Warwick, UK; judicial
behaviour, election petitions, Kenya, Uganda, Zambia; g.lynch@warwick.ac.uk;
@GabrielleLynch6.

If you have already sent a bio for the newsletter, then please do send a photo for inclusion
on the webpage.

Network members

NB: If you want to be included in the list of network members in future newsletters and
the website, please send a photo and bio in the standard format (see below) with details
of positions and institutional/organisational affiliation, up to 5 keywords on relevant research
interests, and contact email/social media handle to g.lynch@warwick.ac.uk.

Nahaja Adam, LLD Student, University of Pretoria, South Africa, Equality law jurisprudence,
Law and Religion, Human Rights law, nahajaadam@yahoo.com

Prof Cathi Albertyn, NRF South African Research Chair in Equality, Law and Social Justice,
School of Law, University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South Africa; gender, women
and the judiciary, judicial diversity, feminist jurisprudence, South

Africa; https://www.wits.ac.za/equalitychair/; cathi.albertyn@wits.a.za
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Dr Sophie Andreetta, FRS-FNRS Research Associate, University of Liege, Belgium; legal
professionals, courtroom ethnography, legal consciousness, migration, Belgium, Benin.
@SophieAndreetta

Olum Lornah Afoyomungu, Ph.D. student, University of Pretoria, South Africa; Feminist Legal
Jurisprudence, African human rights system; afoyomungu2012 @gmail.com, @ALornah.

Dr. Tinenenji Banda, Associate Director (Law and Justice), Southern African Institute of Policy
and Research; adjudication, (formal and informal) dispute settlement mechanisms, legal
pluralism, governance; bandatinenenji@gmail.com.

Phionah Birungi, Chief Magistrate, Judiciary, Uganda and a Member of the Chartered
Institute of Arbitrators; phee3000@gmail.com

Dr. Peter Brett, Senior Lecturer in International Politics at Queen Mary- University of London;
rights, courts, judges, legal mobilisation, Namibia, South Africa, Burkina
Faso; https://www.gmul.ac.uk/politics/staff/profiles/brettpeter.html; p.brett@gmul.ac.uk

Prof. Stephen Brown, Professor of Political Science, University of Ottawa, Canada; LGBTQI+
rights, decriminalization of homosexuality, strategic litigation, Botswana,
Kenya; brown@uottawa.ca; @StephenBrown3.

Dr Frangton Chiyemura, Lecturer in International Development, Department of Development
Policy and Practice, The Open University, UK; African electoral politics, Southern and Eastern
Africa; https://www.open.ac.uk/people/fc3523: fc3523@open.ac.uk

Prof. Hugh Corder, Professor Emeritus of Public, University of Cape Town, South Africa;
judicial politics, administrative law and justice, southern Africa. Hugh.corder@uct.ac.za.

Dr Charlotte Cross, Senior Lecturer in International Development, The Open University, UK;
policing, crime and criminalisation, lawfare, Tanzania; charlotte.cross@open.ac.uk;
@CrossCharlotte .

Thandiwe Daka Oteng, Legal Practitioner with expertise in International Law, International
Human Rights Law, Constitutional Law, Corporate law and Governance. Served as Permanent
Secretary in the Ministry of Justice and Director-International Law and Agreements in the
Attorney-General’s Chambers of Zambia. X: @ ThandiweOteng Email:

thandiwe daka@yahoo.co.uk

Prof. J. Jarpa Dawuni, Associate Professor of Political Science at Howard University,
Washington D.C; Executive Director of the Institute for African Women in Law; law and
development, judicial politics, women and the legal professions, gender and the law,
international human rights, democratization and women’s civil society organizing;
director@africanwomeninlaw.com.

Justice Dorothy A. DeGabriele, Judge of the High Court, Malawi, Current PhD Scholar,
University of Warwick, UK; Law and Development, Governance and Electoral Justice, Courts
and Politics within SADC, Dorothy.Degabriele@warwick.ac.uk; @a_degabriele.

Dr. Pilar Domingo, Senior Research Fellow in the Politics and Governance group, at ODI, UK:
rule of law; judicial politics; access to justice, human rights; p.domingo@odi.org.uk.

Dr Patrick Dzimiri, Associate Professor, Department of Arts and Social Sciences, University of
Venda, South Africa; human rights, electoral politics, human security, humanitarian affairs,
and community-specific investigations; patrick.dzimiri@univen.ac.za.
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Dr Laura-Stella Enonchong, Senior Lecturer in Law, SOAS, University of London, UK;
comparative constitutionalism, human rights, courts and politics, Cameroon;
lel4@soas.ac.uk; @lauraEnonchong.

Timothy Fish Hodgson, Senior Legal Advisor, International Commission of Jurists, South
Africa; social and economic rights, disability rights; @TimFish42; timothy.hodgson@icj.org

Prof. Charles Manga Fombad, Professor of Comparative Constitutional Law and Director of
the Institute for International and Comparative Law in Africa (ICLA), Faculty of Law, University
of Pretoria. Comparative African constitutional and legal history, especially issues of legal
harmonisation in Africa. charles.fombad@up.ac.za;

Dr Martha Gayoye, Lecturer in law, Keele University, UK; courts and judges in Africa, judicial
diversity and women judges, gender and constitutions in the Global South.

Dr. Thalia Gerzso, lecturer, University of York, UK, political institutions, judicial behavior,
democratic processes, electoral contention, Kenya, Senegal; thalia.gerzso@york.ac.uk;
@thaliagrz.

Naomi Gichuki, Kenyatta University; Governance, Access to Justice, Human Rights and
Regional Integration; gichukinyambura@gmail.com

Bekezela Gumbo, Principal Researcher, Zimbabwe Democracy Institute; Lecturer of
comparative politics in Africa, Africa University, Mutare, Zimbabwe; PhD student, Centre for
Gender and Africa Studies, University of the Free State, South Africa; judiciary and democratic
transition, competitive securicratic states regimes, Sub Saharan

Africa; bekegumbo@gmail.com / gumbob@africau.edu.

Dr Esther Gumboh, Senior Lecture, Faculty of Law, Nelson Mandela University, South Africa;
criminal justice, penology, prisoners' rights, South Africa,
Malawi; esther.gumboh@mandela.ac.za; @EstherGumboh

Tim Fish Hodgson, International Commission of Jurists’ global lead on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights and Disability and Access to Justice. Former clerk to Justice Zakaria Yacoob at
the Constitutional Court of South Africa and previously worked for the Socio-Economic Rights
Institute of South Africa and SECTION27; @TimFish42.

Prof Cora Hoexter, part-time Professor, School of Law, University of the Witwatersrand,
Johannesburg; judicial behaviour, non-judicial functions, judicial
discipline; cora.hoexter@wits.ac.za.

Richard Adebisi Ige, Master of Science Student (Comparative Politics), University of Ibadan,
Nigeria; Political corruption, African election, Democracy, Good
Governance; richardige6@gmail.com.

Dr. Ryan Jablonski, Associate Professor of Political Science, London School of Economics and
Political Science, UK; Electoral integrity, voting, international development, Malawi, Kenya,
Uganda. r.s.jablonski@Ise.ac.uk @ryan.jablonski http://ryanjablonski.com/.

Tanveer Rashid Jeewa, Constitutional Law Lecturer and LLD Candidate, University of
Stellenbosch, South Africa; constitutional property law, socio-economic rights, human rights,
decolonisation of law, constitutional law; tjieewa@sun.ac.za; @tanveerjeewa.

Dr. Catherine Lena Kelly, Associate Dean and Associate Professor of Justice and Rule of Law,
Africa Center for Strategic Studies/National Defense University, USA; rule of law in Africa,
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access to justice, security sector governance and oversight, Senegal, Central African
Republic; catherine.l.kelly.civ@ndu.edu; @catherinelkelly

Dr. O'Brien Kaaba, lecturer, School of law at the University of Zambia and senior research
fellow at the Southern African Institute for Policy and Research (SAIPAR); adjudication of
presidential election disputes in Africa; human rights; constitution making; administrative law;
okaaba@yahoo.com

Dr Mariam Kamunyu, British Academy International Fellow, Cardiff University, UK: African
human rights system; feminist judgments; African feminism; gender responsiveness/ gender
transformation; state accountability; mariam.kamunyu@gmail.com; @mariamkmarr.

Walter Khobe, Lecturer, Department of Public Law, Moi University, Kenya; Public Law in
Kenya, African Comparative Constitutional Law; Judicial Politics in Kenya;
ochiengwally@yahoo.com; @ochiengwally.

Kimpact Development Initiative (KDI), Nigeria; Election Petition Tribunal Monitoring,
electoral justice, rule of law, judicial reforms, good governance; info@kimpact.org.ng,
emiadebayo@kimpact.org.ng, bidowu@kimpact.org.ng, oluwafemijohnadebayo@gmail.com

Diana Kisakye, PhD Candidate (Political Science), Bayreuth International Graduate School of
African Studies (BIGSAS), University of Bayreuth, Germany; judicial politics, sub-regional
courts, development politics and policy, regional integration; Uganda, Tanzania,

Malawi; Diana.Kisakye@uni-bayreuth.de; Linkedin: Diana Kisakye.

Prof. Dan Kuwali, Extraordinary Professor of International Law and International Affairs,
University of Pretoria, South Africa/Lund University, Sweden; strategy, use of force,
governance, Malawi, Africa; kuwali.d@up.ac.za

Dr Marna Lourens, Project Manager and Researcher, Centre for Social Justice, Stellenbosch
University, South Africa; gender and the law, intersectionality, female livelihoods, sex workers’
rights; mlourens@sun.ac.za; linkedin.com/in/marna-lourens-991b8a33

Prof. Gabrielle Lynch, Professor of Comparative Politics, University of Warwick, UK; judicial
behaviour, judicial reform, election petitions, Kenya, Malawi, Uganda,

Zambia; https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/pais/people/lynch/; g.lynch@warwick.ac.uk;
@GabrielleLynch6.

Monte McMurchy, Rector American Christian Liberal Arts University Congo—UCI, Kinshasa,
DRCongo; institution building, electoral process/procedure, judicial
subordination; montemcmurchy@sympatico.ca; @diplomat15 and @montemcmurchy.

Dan Mafora, LLM Candidate, University of Cape Town, South Africa; constitutional theory,
constitutional change; general jurisprudence, judicial reasoning, comparative constitutional
law, legal history, commonwealth jurisdictions, common law theory;

danmafora.com; dan.mafora@icloud.com; @dansmywholename.bsky.social

Barbara Shitnaan Magaji, J| & Coady Fellow, Abuja Nigeria; judicial accountability, human
rights, gender, citizen advocacy; biemaigari@gmail.com; @Shitnaan.

Trésor Muhindo Makunya, Associate Professor of Constitutional and International Human
Rights Law in Africa, Faculty of Law, University of Goma & Senior Researcher, Centre for
Human Rights, Faculty of Law, University of Pretoria. makunya@unigom.ac.cd X: @TMakunya
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Dr. Wesley Maraire, Research Project Manager, University of Bergen, Norway. Access to
justice, dispute resolution, decolonial theory, law and society, climate

justice. wesley.maraire@gmail.com, Connect on

LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/in/wesley-maraire/. All social

networks: @wesleymaraire.

Prof. Mark Fathi Massoud, Professor and Chair of Politics and Director of Legal Studies,
University of California, Santa Cruz (USA); politics, religion, law and society, Islam, colonialism,
authoritarianism, human rights, Sudan, South Sudan, Somalia,

Somaliland; https://www.markmassoud.com; mmassoud@ucsc.edu

Dr. Justice Alfred Mavedzenge, Programs Director Africa Judges & Jurists Forum (AJJF) and
Adjunct Senior Lecturer of Public Law, University of Cape Town; judicial independence, socio-
economic rights, political liberties, and electoral democracy; justice-
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