Gender in Global and Regional Trade Policy – Contrasting Views and New Research
Workshop, 
University of Warwick
Coventry, UK

Scarman House, 5-7 April 2006
Introduction and Rationale

The issue of gender and trade is moving up the political agenda as a result of a number of factors, in particular the politicisation of trade policy, the links between trade and development and the expansion of trade to services. Women’s organisations and NGOs, which are well established in the development field, are increasingly bringing these concerns and insights into research and campaigning in the field of trade policy. This targets policy-making forums in the EU and WTO, as well as national governments, North and South. However, it is not always clear what these demands mean both conceptually and in practical terms, and how they might be addressed in the current state of trade negotiations. The proposal is for a two-day workshop which would bring together a small group of officials, academics and representatives of civil society from a range of geographical and other backgrounds to discuss problems of definition, the impact of new research, and policy opportunities.
The debate on gender and trade policy may be viewed in the broader context of the scope and reach of macroeconomic policy and the relation between economic policy making and social provision. The diverse nature of women as a constituency and their many different interests adds to the complexity. There are different views about how these issues should be pursued, among NGOs and governments of South and North (most of whom have some commitment to gender mainstreaming), in international institutions, and among women themselves. Consequently, there is beginning to be a debate on the issue with different inputs coming from the local, national, regional and transnational levels.
Gender perspectives have the effect of cutting across orthodoxies and undermining established views. Analysis from a gender perspective is often resisted because of this. New research which makes possible more complex views of household roles and responses and illustrates the gendered effects of trade policy in social terms can help to illuminate this debate. It can also provide some measure of how and whether the trickle down theory of economic development works in practice.

Organisation of the workshop 
The workshop will pursue three main themes:

1. Problems of definition: what is entailed by the juxtaposition of gender perspectives and trade policy - a field of policy making which is embedded in long established theoretical and methodological perspectives. How far and in what ways might the two perspectives be accommodated?

2. The relevance of new research: some new research, particularly on household responses, women’s entrepreneurship, and production chain analysis has direct relevance for the gender and trade debate. Such studies help to break down generalisations and challenge some of the claims both for and against trade liberalisation. 
3. The policy making process: at the moment gender impinges only at the margins of the trade policy process (capacity building, impact assessments, core labour standards and various forms of civil society dialogue). The factors that are bringing the social impact of trade to the fore raise the issue of whether gender can become more central in the policy process. The negotiations on Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAs) between the EU and ACP countries will be used as a case study of these issues. 

These themes will be explored in six sessions, see attached draft programme and participant list
The workshop will be held between 5 and 7 April 2006 beginning with dinner on Wednesday 5 April and ending with lunch on Friday 7 April. The aim is to bring together a group of around 30 national and international officials, academics and representatives from NGOs, and civil society organisations, across a range of different backgrounds and geographical regions. The emphasis will be on diversity and on involving people willing to debate and listen to others. 

It is hoped that as far as possible participants will stay for the full two days and will produce in advance written papers or presentation outlines for the sessions in which they are involved. A report of the proceedings will be produced and an academic publication, if this seems justified. 

For further information contact Catherine Hoskyns

email: c.hoskyns@coventry.ac.uk
tel: +44(0)1926 429600
or

Daniel Harris at CSGR

email: Daniel.Harris@warwick.ac.uk 
tel: +44(0)24 7657 2533

Gender in Global and Regional Trade Policy – Contrasting Views and 

New Research.
Workshop, University of Warwick, 5-7 April 2006

Scarman House

Programme

Wednesday 5 April

4-6 pm 

Registration

6.45 pm 

Drinks in the small bar

7 30 pm 

Welcome to the workshop

Dinner (private dining room)

Thursday 6 April

9.00 – 11.00

Session 1: Defining the issues



Chair: Shirin Rai, University of Warwick

Introduction: Catherine Hoskyns, CSGR and Coventry University 

‘Linking Gender and International Trade Policy : is interaction possible?’

Case study 1: ‘The socio-economic impact of trade liberalisation and employment loss on women in the South African clothing industry.’
Hameda Deedat, research consultant, Cape Town, South Africa

Case study 2: ‘Women in the cut flower export trade of Colombia’

Gilma Madrid, independent researcher, Berlin

Commentators:

Amanda Brooks, Department of Trade and Industry, UK

Zohra Khan, One World Action/Women in Development Europe 

Gail Mathurin, High Commissioner for Jamaica in the UK 

11.00 – 11.20

Coffee (lounge)

11.30 – 13.00

Session 2: Approaches to Gender and Trade
Chair: Anh-Nga Tran-Nguyen, UNCTAD

Presentations from:

Graham Floater, DG Trade, European Commission

‘Trade Negotiations and Decent Work – a Gender Perspective’

Janice Goodson Foerde, International Gender and Trade Network (IGTN)

‘IGTN and the Gender-Trade-Development Nexus – from the Margins to the Core of the Policy Process’.

Elaine Jones, independent advisor on ethical and fair trade

‘Alternative Trade Strategies and Gender’ 

Discussant: Carlo Perroni, Department of Economics, University of Warwick.

Tabled paper: Anh-Nga Tran-Nguyen ‘Trade and Gender: Opportunities and Challenges’

13.00 – 14.00 

Lunch (main restaurant)

14.30 – 16.00

Session 3: Lessons from Research

Chair: Jan Aart Scholte, CSGR, University of Warwick.

Marzia Fontana, Institute of Development Studies, University of Sussex

‘Survey of research on gender and trade: insights, gaps and coverage’
Sarah Gammage, Research Co-ordinator, Global Markets Program, WIEGO 

‘Gender, Trade and Informality – some methodological insights from global value chains analysis’ 

Veena Jha, UNCTAD/India 

‘Export Orientation of the Economy and Women’s Empowerment: Empirical Evidence from India’

Tabled paper: Ann Stewart ‘Who Can We Care About? Reflections on Gender and Trade Chains’

16.00 – 16.20

Tea (lounge)                

16.30 – 18.00

Session 4: Practical Initiatives
Chair: Ann Stewart, Law School, University of Warwick

Nicholas Hoskyns, Cafenica Nicaragua

‘Fairtrade, Gender and Grassroots Action - the experience of Nicaraguan coffee cooperatives’

Sarojini Thakur, Commonwealth Secretariat

‘Enhancing Capacity for Gender, Trade Policy and Export Promotion – experiences from the Commonwealth Secretariat’

Tabled paper: 
 Daonoi Srikajon, Homenet, Thailand
‘Supporting Potential Women Exporters -  report on initiatives in Thailand to support women craft workers’ 

19.30 – 20.30

Dinner (main restaurant)

Friday 7 April

9.00 – 11.00
Session 5: Economic Partnership Agreements – what are the gender issues?
Chair: Tzvetelina Arsova (Christian Aid) 

Background paper: Tom Sharman, ActionAid International UK

 ‘Economic Partnership Agreements – where we are with the regional negotiations.
Zohra Khan, One World Action/Women in Development Europe

 ‘Gender and Cotonou: implications of the EPAs for gender equality’

Karin Ulmer, Aprodev, Brussels

‘Benchmarks for a pro-development monitoring of the EPA negotiations’

Comments from:

Graham Floater, DG Trade, European Commission

Marzia Fontana, IDS, University of Sussex

Simon Collingwood, Department of Trade and Industry, UK

11.00 – 11.20

Coffee (lounge)

11.30 – 13.00
Session 6: Concluding Session – Opportunities, Tensions, Entry Points

Comments from a panel of discussants, followed by general discussion.

The purpose of this session is to consider, in the light of evidence submitted and positions outlined, the nature of the disconnects between gender and trade policy, both conceptually and in practice. Are there any shifts taking place, or opportunities emerging, for example in institutional and legal frameworks and at the level of practical politics and grassroots action, which might mitigate or reduce these disconnects? 

Chair: Sarah Gammage (WIEDO)
Discussants: 

Shirin Rai (Politics, University of Warwick)

Anh-Nga Tran-Nguyen (UNCTAD)

Jeffery Round (Economics, University of Warwick)

One other (TBC)

13.00 – 14.00

Lunch (main restaurant)

Close of Conference

Please Note: Daniel Harris will be available in the Scarman House Lounge from 2pm till 2.30pm on Thursday 6th April to deal with any queries about expenses claims and return travel.




Participants
Tzevetelina Arsova (Christian Aid). 

Amanda Brooks (Department of Trade and Industry, UK), 
Simon Collingwood (Department of Trade and Industry, UK) 

Melanie Curtis or Susan Barton (Department for International Development, UK) 

Hameda Deedat (Research consultant, Cape Town, South Africa)

Graham Floater (DG Trade, European Commission)

Sarah Gammage (Women in the Informal Economy, Globalising and Organising, WIEGO)

Janice Goodson Foerde (International Gender and Trade Network, IGTN)
Sam Gurney (International Department, TUC)

Marzia Fontana (Institute of Development Studies, University of Sussex) 

Catherine Hoskyns (CSGR and Coventry University)

Nicholas Hoskyns (Cafenica, Nicaragua)

Veena Jha (UNCTAD, India) 

Elaine Jones (independent advisor on ethical and fair trade)

Eva Kaluzynska (Press Office, European Commission, London) 

Zohra Khan (One World Action/Women in Development Europe)
Gilma Madrid (independent researcher, Berlin)

Gail Mathurin (High Commissioner for Jamaica in the UK) 

Carlo Perroni (Economics Department, University of Warwick)

Shirin Rai (Politics Department, University of Warwick)

Jeffery Round (Economics Department, University of Warwick)

Sarojini Thakur (Commonwealth Secretariat), 

Jan Aart Scholte (CSGR, University of Warwick)

Tom Sharman (ActionAid International, UK), 

Ann Stewart (Law Department, University of Warwick)

Anh-Nga Tran-Nguyen (UNCTAD) 

Karin Ulmer (Aprodev, Brussels) 
Also Attending
Dominic Kelly, Politics and International Studies, University of Warwick
Hammed Roohani, CSGR Student Associate
Julie Stewart, Women’s Law Centre, University of Harare, Zimbabwe
Celine Tan, CSGR Student Associate
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