The Logic of Suicide Terrorism

Mark Harrison

Department of Economics
University of Warwick
Coventry CV4 7AL
+44 24 7652 3030 (tel.)
+44 24 7652 3032 (fax)
Mark.Harrison@warwick.ac.uk

Abstract

Suicide terrorism is the outcome of an individual rationa choice. In the context of an
oppressive society, aterrorist organisation that competes for resources provides
young people with an incentive to invest in an identity that is rendered more valuable
by death. From this viewpoint acts of suicide terrorism are anaysed as the outcome of
asdf—enforcing contract between the young person and the terrorist organisation that
recruits him or, less commonly, her. Solutions to a number of empirical puzzles are
suggested. Finaly, the phenomenon of suicide attacks is placed in the wider context
of terrorism.

Acknowledgements

This paper was presented to the Conference on “Weapons of Catastrophic Effect:
Confronting the Threat” sponsored by the Royal United Services Institute for Defence
Studies, London, 12 to 14 February 2003. | thank all the participants for discussion,
especialy Uri Halperin and Malise Ruthven. | aso thank Adil Faroog, Koen
Lamberts, and Peter Law for advice and comments. | am solely responsible for
remaining errors of fact and interpretation.

First draft 3 October 2001. This draft 19 February 2003



