Policy Brief: LOCAL SUSTAINABLE ENERGY TASKFORCE
By: 	Caroline Kuzemko, University of Warwick; 
Jessica Britton, University of Exeter; 
Margaret Tingey, University of Edinburgh and UK Energy Research Centre (UKERC)
 
It is clear that action at the local level is a key dimension of delivering the urgently required, rapid transition towards sustainable,[endnoteRef:1] smart and flexible energy. Now is the time to act: the UK is at risk of not meeting carbon budgets; its energy system is becoming more distributed; many local and combined authorities are showing clear leadership; and their actions contribute towards both local and national goals. Importantly, local sustainable energy programmes also help to deliver co-benefits such as clean growth, public income and cost savings, inward investment, jobs, and improvements in welfare and health, e.g. through improved air quality.  [1:  Our definition of ‘sustainable energy’ is broad and includes clean, efficient, flexible, smart, affordable and accessible energy.] 

However, recent research, see here, here and here, indicates that much more needs to be done to boost the capacity of local and combined authorities to deliver sustainable energy systems, particularly given the impacts of austerity and the absence of local authority statutory duties in energy or climate change. Improved co-ordination and access to information could release unfulfilled local potential, create new routes for those yet to join the clean growth movement, and improve Government (central and local) knowledge about changing energy systems and governance implications. In the Policy Brief we put forward 3 policy recommendations:

POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS:
1. Taskforce: the Department for Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy (BEIS) should establish a Local Sustainable Energy Taskforce, together with Ofgem and local authorities, to systematically analyse the key governance issues associated with accelerating the deployment of local energy systems and make recommendations to government.
2. Coordination: energy systems and governance are re-scaling downwards and central government needs to make institutional changes so that it can co-ordinate, and better communicate, with local actors. This would include establishing two-way communication channels so that it can take better account of local decisions, actions and system changes.
3. [bookmark: _GoBack]Information: BEIS should set up a new Local Sustainable Energy platform. Access to more sustainable energy information, i.e. funding opportunities, new business models, policies and regulations, is vital to making sure that local authorities can scale up development of cost-effective initiatives, whilst lowering barriers to entry for new actors. 

For more information please see the Policy Brief where the arguments are set out in more detail. The Policy Brief was launched at a roundtable dinner in Parliament on the 27th March 2019, in association with the UK100 network.
