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Statement regarding the escalation of arrests of journalists and 

human rights defenders in Kashmir 

 

 

We, South Asia scholars at the University of Warwick, are extremely concerned about the 

escalation of arrests, intimidation, and harassment of journalists and human rights defenders in 

Indian-administered Kashmir. The record of human rights violations in Indian-administered 

Jammu and Kashmir as well as Pakistan-administered Kashmir has been outlined in the United 

Nations 2018 report. The Indian state’s targeting of journalists and human rights defenders has 

been particularly concerning since the abrogation of Article 370 of the Indian constitution (the 

removal of Kashmir’s autonomous status) in 2019. Journalism has been reported as a 

dangerous profession in Kashmir. While journalists cover human rights violations, human rights 

defenders document these for the purpose of accountability and redressal.   

 

We are especially concerned about the Indian state’s use of colonial-era sedition laws as well 

as the provisions of the Unlawful Activities Prevention Act (UAPA) which enables the 

designation of individuals as terrorists without evidence. UN rights experts have commented 

that the UAPA has contributed to a ‘“worrisome rise” in arrests in India, and especially in Indian-

administered Jammu and Kashmir.’ Since 2019, over 2,300 cases have been registered under 

the UAPA in Jammu and Kashmir alone.. 

  

The most recent and shocking arrests are that of two prominent figures, Fahad Shah and 

Khurram Parvez. Shah is a well-known international journalist and editor of the independent 

news platform, The Kashmir Walla. Shah, who holds an MA degree from SOAS at the University 

of London, has published widely on international platforms such as TIME, The Guardian, and 

Christian Science Monitor. They have been engaged in building platforms for dialogue in 

Kashmir. Shah was arrested on the 4th of February 2022 under the UAPA and a sedition law, for 

reporting that the family of a young man who was killed by state forces was not a militant. Sajad 

Gul, a trainee reporter and a colleague of Shah’s, was also arrested for covering protests a few 

weeks earlier. 

  

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23198
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23198
https://www.article-14.com/post/the-dangerous-profession-of-journalism-in-kashmir
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/12/1108592
https://thewire.in/rights/how-uapa-abuse-is-affecting-womens-aspirations-in-kashmir
https://thekashmirwalla.com/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/feb/06/editor-arrested-in-kashmir-as-press-crackdown-escalates
https://thewire.in/media/sajad-gul-kashmir-journalist-psa
https://thewire.in/media/sajad-gul-kashmir-journalist-psa
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Khurram Parvez, well-known for producing rigorous and credible human rights reports as 

Programme Coordinator of the Jammu and Kashmir Coalition of Civil Society (a leading human 

rights organisation in Kashmir) was arrested on the 22nd of November under the UAPA. A global 

human rights leader, Parvez is Chairperson of the Asian Federation Against Involuntary 

Disappearances and Distinguished Scholar at the Political Conflict, Gender and People’s Rights 

Initiative (Center for Race and Gender at the University of California, Berkeley). Parvez was 

arrested on November 22, 2021, and has been arbitrarily detained since. 

  

Both Shah and Parvez have been targeted for their fearless work in covering human rights 

violations in a context where the exceptional laws enable state impunity. The arrests appear to 

criminalise even posting or sharing any information contrary to the state narrative and 

position. This criminalisation of human rights work further demonstrates serious human rights 

violations by the Indian state, contravening press freedom and international law protections for 

human rights defenders. 

  

We join global institutions concerned with press freedom and human rights such as the 

Committee to Protect Journalists, Reporters without Borders, the UN Human Rights Office, 

Amnesty International, The Observatory for the Protection of Human Rights Defenders, The 

Rafto Foundation, the Asian Federation against Involuntary Disappearances, and the Kashmir 

Scholars Consultative Action Network in calling for the immediate release of Fahad Shah, Sajad 

Gul and Khurram Parvez. A petition is available to sign on Change.org for Fahad Shah. A 

petition to #FreeKhurramParvez is available at this link. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To learn more about the work of South Asia scholars at the University of Warwick please go to 

the Critical South Asia Group at Warwick webpage: 

https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/pais/research/wicid/researchandimpact/regionalareas/criticalsouth

asiagroup 

http://www.jkccs.com/
https://www.crg.berkeley.edu/research/pcres/#:~:text=Parvez%20Imroz%20is%20a%20Distinguished,at%20University%20of%20California%2C%20Berkeley.
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/11/23/world/asia/kashmiri-activist-india-antiterror.html
https://cpj.org/2022/02/kashmir-journalist-fahad-shah-arrested-over-anti-national-content/
https://rsf.org/en/news/kashmiri-editor-fahad-shah-held-sedition-charge
https://www.ohchr.org/SP/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=27883&LangID=E
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021/11/india-kashmiri-activist-held-under-abusive-law/
https://www.fidh.org/en/issues/human-rights-defenders/india-khurram-parvez-transferred-to-tihar-maximum-security-prison
https://www.rafto.no/news/60-days-since-unapproach
https://www.rafto.no/news/60-days-since-unapproach
https://www.afad-online.org/news/11-press-releases/537-stop-persecuting-human-rights-defenders-release-khurram-parvez-now
https://kashmirscholars.files.wordpress.com/2021/11/kscan_statement_on_arrest-_of_khurram_parvez_24november2021-3.pdf
https://kashmirscholars.files.wordpress.com/2021/11/kscan_statement_on_arrest-_of_khurram_parvez_24november2021-3.pdf
https://www.change.org/p/release-kashmiri-journalist-fahad-shah-immediately
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSejYwGti0XYJOvuCe9OR_FDdfauFWgpmAJFaEWgtjRNbY8TBg/viewform
https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/pais/research/wicid/researchandimpact/regionalareas/criticalsouthasiagroup
https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/pais/research/wicid/researchandimpact/regionalareas/criticalsouthasiagroup

