Guidance on Writing Assessed Essays 

Keith Ansell-Pearson


Two assignments are due: 

Week 8 of Term 2: 1500 words

Week 4 of Term 3: 2500 words

Both are due in by 12 midday on the Thursday. 


First key point:  you can write on the same topic for both essays, if you wish, BUT not cover the exact same question or provide the same answer: there must be significantly different material and also you will be able to take into account feedback you receive on the first essay.  More, you can obviously go into more detail in the longer essay.  

Second key point: the assessment criteria is as follows:

Knowledge and understanding
Analysis and argument
Structure and organisation
Quality of writing

You are going to be marked in accordance with each criterion, so it’s important to pay attention to each one.  

It’s important to plan the essay carefully and in terms of managing your time.  Here the Reading Week 6 will be crucial for the first 1500 word assignment and the Easter break crucial for the second and longer assignment.  

It’s vitally important you research the topic well:  this involves doing serious reading, both of primary material and of secondary material.  

We are looking for two things most of all:

a) An informed and sound knowledge of the primary material, be it Schopenhauer or Nietzsche or both. 
b) An engagement with a sample of secondary literature.  This does not have to be overly extensive; but there does not have to be some engagement and for this reason:  an engagement with the debates in the literature on any given topic helps you place your reading and argument in a research context and in this way you can best state what is independent or original/fresh about your interpretation of the question.  

Let me stress that we are looking for your reading, your interpretation, and your argument.  Don’t just adjudicate between different interpretations on a question or topic, but state clearly and as persuasively as you can your argument.  

Marks will be awarded for these things:

a) Quality of writing:  this means to be as lucid as possible; to write fluent prose, and to have a good presentation. 
b) Structure of the essay:  it’s important your structure your essay.  In both essays you should have an Introduction and a Conclusion; in the longer essay you might wish to break down your reading/argument into sections.  Make sure you are self-reflexive throughout the essay by providing links between your different arguments and interpretations. 
c) Independence of thought:  we are looking for genuine independence of thought and this can be attained by making sure you read carefully the primary material and have fresh and interesting things to say about it.  You will need help with opening up a question or a topic, and this comes from reading a sample of secondary reading (e.g. two to four pieces on a given topic).  Here try to read not only chapters of books but journal articles; and make sure you are familiar with the latest research.  For this an internet search is often helpful and will yield results.  
d) Knowledge and understanding: it’s important you show that you understand the question or topic under investigation and this requires a careful reading of, and engagement, with, the material. 

We will give you more information in the seminars on the Department’s marking criteria and how this is to be applied in the awarding of different grades: a 1st, a 2.1, a 2.2, and so on.  

Please consult this link:   http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/philosophy/undergraduate/exams_essays/marking_scheme/


Some other points:

· Do not exceed the word limits: an extra 50 words will be fine, but don’t go beyond this.  
· Techniques:  it is best to do as much reading in advance of writing the essay as you can and to make notes as you are doing the research.  However, make sure the essay goes through a couple of drafts and you will find that the essay comes to life as you write it:  from this you will gain a clearer sense of what the problems are you are focusing on and seeking to illuminate.  
· It’s also important you do a final proof-read of your essay:  make sure you are using commas and semi-colons correctly, and that the essay has a real fluency to it (so read it out aloud to yourself and see if it makes sense and adds up to you).  
· If you need detailed or specific advice on essay writing contact Karen Simecek, a teaching fellow in the Department, and who will be happy to see you in person.  Your seminar tutor will be happy to discuss with you your plan for the essay but don’t do this at the very last minute.  This can be done either by email or better in person.  


A final point: different essay questions are asking for different things:  some are more straightforward than others, and some allow for greater independence of thought than others with some questions clearly being more taxing than others.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]It’s important you choose the question that you think best suits your talents:  some questions require a straightforward ‘examination’ of a set of concepts or a theme; other questions, however, are asking for you to reflect deeply on a topic and come up with a fresh and independent answer.  In all cases, though, it’s imperative you know the material really well and can demonstrate an intimate acquaintance with this material.  The amount of work you put into the essay will show:  so the lesson is obvious – the more work you put into the essay the higher mark you will achieve.  
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