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¢ 1,000-household survey collecting data on the family and kinship networks of randomly sampled subjects (May to September 2002)

A 1960 study in South Wales, UK found that, despite

increasing geographical and occupational mobility, family
members living in different households provided support for

each other.”

In the years since 1960 the context of support has changed:

e The proportion of single person households has

increased

e The proportion of those partnering and parenting has

decreased.
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These changes have led some to claim that a characteristic of
advanced industrial societies is that (i) family members are
increasingly individualised and no longer care for each other in
the ways that they used to and (ii) social capital, in the form of
informal social networks at the local level, is in decline.

This re-study explores these claims.

e Three ethnographic studies of distinct areas within Swansea (May 2001 to December 2003).

¢ Interviews with 102 women and 57 men aged between 18 and 92 years

¢ Observation in a range of different settings such as schools, local societies, religious organisations, carol services,

St David’s day celebrations and community centres.

Financial or practical support

Parents help children with setting up house either with money for a deposit
on a mortgage or by buying household items such as fridges, washing
machines and even kitchens for them. Practical support such as DIY is often
provided by fathers.

Sons often drop by in the course of their work. One young man calls in to see
his grandmother every day. He decorates her flat for her and she provides him
with a meal when he visits. Her sons also call in on a regular basis.

Care

Parents to adult children

Contact between adult children and parents is higher for those who have
children than for those who do not. Female relatives help out when a baby is
born.

Because I had this baby now and like [sister] came down and was helping
my mother-in-law clean and [other sister| was doing the ironing ....
Everybody just rallied around me because I was like, I used to do for them
and all of a sudden now, I suppose it was my turn. (P018)

Many grandmothers look after grandchildren while their adult children are at
work. Sometimes care is provided on a daily basis and sometimes
grandchildren stay with their grandparents at half term and for periods of
time during the school holidays.

Adult children to parents

Care ranges from calling in on a daily basis to see if parents are alright to
helping them with shopping and providing more intimate care if they are
unable to look after themselves.

1 take her for hospital appointments, do things on the phone for her, arrange
for someone to come and repair things, I go to the library for her, I make sure
that she’s got enough food in the house... Occasionally, if I make a Sunday
dinner, I put one on a plate for her and take that up. I used to be there when
she had a bath, but she can’t bath at the moment because her arm is in
plaster. ... And if she falls over she calls me out to pick her up. (F034)

Even those who live a long way away return to be with parents in case of
illness or hospitalisation.
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A large part of the sample population has lived in Swansea and its environs all their lives, particularly those who are working class. This facilitates
frequent contact between parents and their adult children, especially between mothers and daughters. Frequency of contact between parents and their
adult children has only fallen slightly between 1960 and 2002.

Employment or labour

Family businesses support family members by providing them with
employment and are also supported through the availability of family
labour. In the Bangladeshi community it is usually the men who work in
the family businesses but amongst the Chinese it is daughters as well as
sons.

Family businesses are not confined to the minority ethnic population. A
man in his early thirties works in the family business with his parents and
his grandparents who are in their nineties. His grandmother provides
lunch every day for all five of them. He sees his employment in the family
business as part of the way his parents provide him with financial support.

Emotional support
This type of support is part of all the others and is difficult to give voice to.

But yes, if there is anything, if there’s a problem, I would do anything for
them [parents]. And I think they would do anything for me as well. ... I don’t
think of it as support, it’s just something I do, and I wouldn’t think of doing
anything else. I mean if my mum was worried about anything, well we’ll try
and sort it out. (F024)

¢ Families provide support and care for one another in a
variety of living arrangements.

o There are still expectations about the care and support that
family members should provide, this marks them off from
friends and neighbours.

e ltis only in the absence of family, as a result of

geographical mobility or not having had any children, that
others step in to provide support

¢ Despite individualisation, support between households
continues to be part of the fabric of family life.

¢ Social capital is maintained in informal, locally-based kinship
networks.

Contact: Nickie Charles, Centre for the Study of Women and Gender, Department of Sociology, University of Warwick, Coventry CV4 7AL. Email: n.charles@warwick.ac.uk.

'Reference: Rosser, C and Harris, C C (1965) The family and social change, Routledge and Kegan Paul: London.

This research is funded by the ESRC (R000238454) and is part of the project ‘Social change, family formation and kin relationships’.




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


