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SO201: SSAASS Surveys and Statistics (Richard Lampard)

Week 11 Exercise - Women, Occupations and Social Class: Some answers
EXAMPLE OCCUPATIONS CODED ACCORDING TO STANDARD SCHEMATA

(Note: the limited occupational data available necessitated a degree of ‘educated guesswork’ 

within the coding process.)

           Current occup.      Past occup.      Partner’s occup.  Ex-part.’s occup.

         RGSC  Gold. NS-SEC RGSC  Gold. NS-SEC RGSC  Gold. NS-SEC RGSC Gold. NS-SEC

KATE       I      I    1      .      .    .     II     II    1      .     .    .

MICHELLE  IV    IIIb   7      .      .    .   #None  #None #None    .     .    .

KATRINA  IIInm  IIIa   3      .      .    .     IV     VI    6      .     .    .

NICKY      I      I    1      .      .    .      .      .    .      .     .    .

CYNTHIA   IV    VII    7      .      .    .     IV    IIIb   6      .     .    .

SANDRA    II     II    2      .      .    .    IIIm    VI    6      .     .    .

ALEX      II     II    2      .      .    .      .      .    .      .     .    .

LIZ     #None  #None #None  IIInm  IIIb   6      V    VII    6      .     .    .

KAREN     II     II    2      .      .    .    IIIm     V    5      .     .    .

DEBBIE  #None  #None #None  IIInm  IIIa   3     II     II    2      .     .    .

SUE      IIInm  IIIb   6      .      .    .     II      I    2      .     .    .

ALISON    II     IV    4      .      .    .     II     IV    4      .     .    .

PAT      IIIm    IV    4      .      .    .      .      .    .      .     .    .

MANDY     IV    IIIb   6    IIInm  IIIa   3    IIIm    VI    6      .     .    .

GWEN       V    VII    7      .      .    .      V     IV    4      .     .    .

ANGELA   IIInm  IIIa   3      .      .    .    IIIm     V    5      .     .    .

CATHY    IIIm   VII    7      .      .    .     II     IV    2      .     .    .

LOUISE   IIInm  IIIb   6     II     II    1      .      .    .      I     I    1

ANN      IIInm  IIIa   3      .      .    .     II      I    1      .     .    .

SALLY    IIInm  IIIa   3      .      .    .      I      I    1      .     .    .

ALICE     II     II    2      .      .    .     II     II    2      .     .    .

BETH     IIIm   IIIb   7      .      .    .    IIInm   II    3      .     .    .

PURBA     IV     VI    7      .      .    .     II     IV    4      .     .    .

FARAH      I      I    1      .      .    .      I      I    1      .     .    .

BARBARA  IIInm   II    3      .      .    .      .      .    .    IIIm   VI    7

((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Overleaf, the 25 women are categorised in six (fairly sensible and useful) ways, each based on a combination of two approaches to classification, one approach being drawn from each of the following sets of alternatives:

(i) Women are classified according to their own current or last occupation, or

(ii) Women are classified according to whichever of their current occupation and their partner’s current occupation (if they have a partner) is ‘dominant’, i.e. ‘higher’ in class.

(a) Occupations are coded according to Registrar General’s Social Class, or 

(b) Occupations are coded according to Goldthorpe class, or

(c)  
Occupations are coded according into NS-SEC Analytic Classes

Note that the six categorisations given overleaf are broadly consistent, but also that there is a degree of ‘movement’ between classes, and that the classes vary in size between categorisations. (In the fourth and sixth categorisations, Goldthorpe Class IV and NS-SEC Analytic Class 4, which are ‘petty bourgeois’ classes, suck in women from a number of different Registrar General’s Social Classes, primarily because the ‘dominant’ partners share a similar ‘employment status’.)

Own most recent

occupation

(RGSC)

KATE           I 

NICKY          I 

FARAH          I 

SANDRA        II 

ALEX          II 

KAREN         II 

ALICE         II 

ALISON        II 

ANN          IIInm 

SALLY        IIInm 

SUE          IIInm 

BARBARA      IIInm 

DEBBIE       IIInm 

KATRINA      IIInm 

ANGELA       IIInm 

LOUISE       IIInm 

LIZ          IIInm 

BETH         IIIm

PAT          IIIm

CATHY        IIIm

MICHELLE      IV 

MANDY         IV 

CYNTHIA       IV 

PURBA         IV 

GWEN           V 

Dominant current

occupation 

(RGSC)

KATE           I 

NICKY          I 

FARAH          I 

SALLY          I 

SANDRA        II 

ALEX          II 

KAREN         II 

ALICE         II 

ALISON        II 

ANN           II 

SUE           II 

DEBBIE        II 

CATHY         II 

PURBA         II 

BARBARA      IIInm 

KATRINA      IIInm 

ANGELA       IIInm 

LOUISE       IIInm 

BETH         IIInm 

PAT          IIIm

MANDY        IIIm

MICHELLE      IV 

CYNTHIA       IV 

LIZ            V 

GWEN           V 

Own most recent

occupation (Goldthorpe)

KATE           I 

NICKY          I 

FARAH          I 

SANDRA        II 

ALEX          II 

KAREN         II 

ALICE         II 

BARBARA       II 

SALLY        IIIa

ANN          IIIa

DEBBIE       IIIa

KATRINA      IIIa

ANGELA       IIIa

SUE          IIIb

LOUISE       IIIb

BETH         IIIb

MANDY        IIIb

MICHELLE     IIIb

LIZ          IIIb

ALISON        IV 

PAT           IV 

PURBA         VI 

CATHY        VII 

CYNTHIA      VII 

GWEN         VII 

Dominant current

occupation (Goldthorpe)

KATE           I 

NICKY          I 

FARAH          I 

SALLY          I 

ANN            I 

SUE            I 

SANDRA        II 

ALEX          II 

KAREN         II 

ALICE         II 

BARBARA       II 

DEBBIE        II 

BETH          II 

KATRINA      IIIa

ANGELA       IIIa

LOUISE       IIIb

MANDY        IIIb

MICHELLE     IIIb

CYNTHIA      IIIb

ALISON        IV 

PAT           IV 

PURBA         IV 

CATHY         IV 

GWEN          IV 

LIZ          VII

Own most recent

occupation 

(NS-SEC)

KATE           1 

NICKY          1 

FARAH          1 

SANDRA         2 

ALEX           2 

KAREN          2 

ALICE          2 

BARBARA        3 

SALLY          3

ANN            3

DEBBIE         3

KATRINA        3

ANGELA         3

ALISON         4 

PAT            4 

SUE            6

LOUISE         6

MANDY          6

LIZ            6

BETH           7

MICHELLE       7

PURBA          7 

CATHY          7 

CYNTHIA        7 

GWEN           7 

Dominant current

occupation 

(NS-SEC)

KATE           1 

NICKY          1 

FARAH          1 

SALLY          1 

ANN            1 

SUE            2 

SANDRA         2 

ALEX           2 

KAREN          2 

ALICE          2 

DEBBIE         2 

CATHY          2 

BARBARA        3 

BETH           3 

KATRINA        3

ANGELA         3

ALISON         4 

PAT            4 

PURBA          4 

GWEN           4 

LOUISE         6

MANDY          6

CYNTHIA        6

LIZ            6 

MICHELLE       7
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Approximate median full-time weekly earnings for women according to their Occupational Units Group (1994 New Earnings Survey)

[Note that the Occupational Unit Groups sometimes contain occupations other than the ‘example’ occupation, and that the earnings figures are estimated from (crude) frequency distributions (for employees) graphed in Excel files available as a supplement to Rose and O’Reilly (1997). Note also that the OUGs are from the 1990 SOC (Standard Occupational Classification)].

OUG
Occupation in example
Person in example
£

220
Medical practitioner

(NICKY)

570

242
Solicitor


(FARAH)

420

233
Teacher


(KAREN)

380

348
Envir’al health off.

(LOUISE)

375

610
Police constable

(BARBARA)

375

201
Biochemist


(KATE)

370

293
Social worker


(ALEX)

330

532
Plumber (self-emp.)

(PAT)


320 #


340
Nurse



(SANDRA)

280

160
Farm (owner)


(ALISON)

275 #

459
Secretary


(MANDY)

230

452
Typist



(KATRINA)

230

400
Administrative ass’t

(ANN)


225

450
Medical secretary

(SALLY)

225

411
Counter clerk


(DEBBIE)

225

421
Library assistant

(ANGELA)

180

859
Assembly line worker

(CYNTHIA)

175

460
Receptionist


(SUE)


175

644
Care assistant


(MANDY)

170

720
Sales assistant


(LIZ, LOUISE)
150

551
Knitter



(CATHY)

130

553
Sewing machinist

(PURBA)

130

660
Hairdresser


(BETH)

125

621
Waitress


(MICHELLE)

125

958
Office cleaner


(GWEN)

125

385
Musician


(ALICE)

?

# Figure for male employees

NICKY        

FARAH        

SALLY        

KATE

ANN          

SUE          

SANDRA       

ALEX         

KAREN        

ALICE        

BARBARA      

DEBBIE       

BETH         

KATRINA      

ANGELA       

LOUISE       

MANDY        

MICHELLE     

CYNTHIA      

ALISON       

PAT          

PURBA        

CATHY        

GWEN         

LIZ          

