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Week 11 Wednesday Session Exercise: Women, Occupations and Social Class
KATE is a biochemist married to a computer programmer.

MICHELLE is a waitress married to an unemployed man.

KATRINA is a typist married to an exhaust fitter.

NICKY is an unmarried medical practitioner.

CYNTHIA is an assembly line worker married to a security guard.

SANDRA is a nurse married to a crane-driver.

ALEX is a single social worker.

LIZ is a housewife married to a road construction worker. She used to be a sales assistant.

KAREN is a teacher cohabiting with a (male) electrician.

DEBBIE is unemployed and is married to a journalist; she used to be a counter-clerk.

SUE is a receptionist married to a quantity surveyor.

ALISON shares the ownership of a farm with her husband.

PAT is an unmarried self-employed plumber.

MANDY is a care assistant married to a sheet-metal worker; before she had children she was a secretary.

GWEN is an office cleaner married to a self-employed window cleaner.

ANGELA is a library assistant married to a motor mechanic.

CATHY is a knitter married to a publican.

LOUISE is a divorced sales assistant. Her ex-husband was an architect and before she was married she was an environmental health officer.

ANN is an administrative assistant in the civil service cohabiting with a (female) personnel manager.

SALLY is a medical secretary married to an electrical engineer.

ALICE is a musician married to an actor.

BETH is a hairdresser married to a draughtsman.

PURBA is a sewing machinist married to a shopkeeper.

FARAH is a solicitor married to an accountant.

BARBARA is a police constable whose husband was a miner at the time of his death.

Scenarios:

Suppose that you are interested in the relationship between women’s social classes and each of the following: (i) their attitudes towards work; (ii) their material circumstances; (iii) their voting behaviour; (iv) the occupational attainment of their children.

Group tasks for Wednesday (have a brief think about these before the session):

(i) Allocate the above women to as many social classes as you feel is appropriate.

(ii) Place the women in order of ‘social position’ from highest to lowest.

Questions (for discussion at the Wednesday session):

(i) Should you use the same categorisations of women into classes for all four scenarios?

(ii) What criteria have you used for dividing the women between classes? How many classes have you divided them between, and why?

(iii) Is there any other information about the women that you would have found helpful?

(iv) What criteria have you used to order the women in terms of ‘social position’? Are both your class groupings and your ‘social position’ scale potentially useful?

