Levitas and Guy 1996

Interpreting Official Statistics  (Introduction)

(LIBRARY 4TH FLOOR: REF 41A)

· 1950s-1970s growing scepticism among sociologists for philosophical and political reasons

 
(measurement; objectivity; the state)

· 1980 turning point: Bulmer’s article; Social statistics (official):   developments 1970s, Rayner review 1980/1

· (Relationships between) relevant groups of people:
 
Ministers / govt. statisticians / academics / public

· 1980s: political interference / secondary analysis explodes

· Measurement of unemployment: claimant count vs. measure based on Labour Force Survey

· Problems with conceptualisation of class vs. improved secondary data on class-related health inequalities

· Mismatch of official/sociological categories/concerns: ethnicity/disability/administrative measures of crime

· Conclusions: more data; continued insistence on neutrality/objectivity; dissemination affected by political ends; worsening of social inequalities; availability of statistics to public inadequate.

More recently:

· ‘Missed year’ and later demise of General Household Survey

· Academic input into ONS Social Classification Review

· Publications on Social Inequalities 

· Setting up of the new UK Statistics Authority
· Greater accessibility of official statistics (via the Internet)

· Migration of Office for National Statistics HQ

(from London to Newport, Wales)
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