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Questions for a Week 5 introductory consideration of projects

1. How much of a role should background reading and existing literature play in the project (given that it is a ‘data analysis’-oriented project)? How would you go about finding existing theoretical/empirical information? Given that the project title may have been ‘given’ to you, do you need to contextualise/explain the importance of the issue that the project focuses on?

2. What are the differences between working on your project and working on a class essay or an assessed essay? How might any differences affect the way in which you go about the project?

3. Should you make use of other data in your project report over and above the secondary analyses of your project data set?

4. What sort of methodological/technical issues should you consider in your project (report)?

5. How should you present the statistical analyses that you carry out within your project? How much further should you go beyond simply describing your statistical findings? How should you introduce the analysis of, for example, a specific cross-tabulation? Is it worth discussing analyses such as cross-tabulations which do not provide evidence of relationships between variables? What should you tell the reader about any specific statistical analyses?

6. How much do you need to know about the study/data source that your project dataset and hence your secondary analyses are based upon?

7. Do you think that you need to do something “original”? To what extent is your project likely to be the final word on the issue that it addresses? 

8. How much time should you spend on your project?!

9. What sort of structure should your project report have? What sorts of sections? How should you balance the number of words dedicated to each section? (given that the project length is 5,000 words [plus 10% permitted overshoot, giving a maximum of 5,500]) Will tables and appendices count towards the total number of words?! How important is presentation? Should you write up your project for the first time the night before the deadline?!

