University of Warwick, Department of Sociology, 2012/13
SO201: SSAASS Surveys and Statistics (Richard Lampard)

Project-related Hints

Below are some specific hints/helpful questions relating to the various project topics:

1. To what extent are unemployed people similar to each other but markedly different from employed people?
 
Note that not all the variables in the SCELI dataset are as useful as they may at first sight appear to be; look at the frequencies and the original questions for each variable carefully. Note also that the question asks you to make comparisons between (different groups of) unemployed people as well as with employed people. What does ‘unemployed’ mean? Are all people ‘employed’ or ‘unemployed’? If not, what are you going to do with other types of people?

2. ‘The main determinants of contraceptive usage are women’s ages and family formation intentions’. Discuss.
  
Note that among the wide range of fertility and contraception-related variables there is a small cluster relating to having more children and that the derived variable CCMAINM3 is a useful summary of the different contraception methods. How can you tell whether ages and family formation intentions are the “main determinants”? How would you have approached a project asking “What are the main determinants... ?” Cramér’s V is likely to be of use to you.

3. ‘Religion breeds traditional/conservative social and political attitudes; education breeds modern/liberal attitudes’. Discuss.
 
Note that all the above concepts (religion/social and political attitudes/education) can be represented by two or more variables. You need to reflect on the pros and cons of using one or more than one measure of each concept. Are any of the concepts ‘multi-faceted’? What other variables might be related to religion, education and attitudes? Are all religious people the same? How relevant are religion and education to contemporary society/contemporary life?

4. ‘Occupational segregation by ethnicity/‘race’ is more significant than occupational segregation by sex/gender’. Discuss.
   
There is more than one way of dividing up occupations into categories, and you need to reflect on the pros and cons of using one or more than one of these. “Significant” here implies important rather than statistically significant - one interpretation of the term ‘important’ may make Cramér’s V of value. Can one justifiably keep ethnicity/‘race’ and sex/gender separate throughout one’s analyses?

5. Why were middle class people relatively unlikely to vote for or identify with the Labour party in 1992?
    
Relative to whom? Can one justifiably examine the ‘middle class’ here without considering another class/classes? Is the ‘middle class’ a homogeneous phenomenon? What kinds of characteristics/views/issues may be of relevance? Is 1992 likely to be different from/similar to other years/elections? Are other people of relevance to a person’s voting/party identification. Do all people who don’t vote for/identify with Labour look at them in the same way?

6. How important are people’s social situations and social lives to their psycho-social health and well-being?

What do “social” and “psycho-social” mean? (Is there a difference between “social” and “socio-economic”?) What is the difference between “situations” and “lives”? Can one cover all aspects of the latter pair of concepts; if not, how should one choose which variables to use in relation to them? Note that the GHQ-related variable is a useful ‘psycho-social’ measure, and can be use within cross-tabulations if recoded into categories. Some of the labels attached to variables within the data file are inappropriate; look carefully at the questionnaire! 

7. When and why do individuals have non-resident couple relationships (i.e. regular, non-resident sexual relationships)? 
The data file is of file type *.por. You will need to read in the data using the syntax window no7setup.sps so that the data are properly weighted (using final_wt) and so that a new variable regpar, corresponding to ‘regular’ non-resident relationships is created. Variables which relate to what stage of the ‘life course’ individuals are at may be of particular relevance; literature relating to cohabitation may be of some relevance, since there is an analogous issue regarding whether cohabitation/a non-resident relationship is a preliminary or an alternative to another form of relationship.

8. Is satisfaction with one’s social life a more important determinant of one’s overall level of satisfaction with one’s life than job satisfaction is?
N.B. You need to use DATA/WEIGHT CASES at the start of each session to select the variable mxewght as a weight before carrying out any analyses. Relevant variables in the dataset include several starting with mlfsat, mjbsat and mjssat. [To help yourself find the variables mentioned, use EDIT/OPTIONS to change the display in variable lists to names rather than labels]. Cramér’s V is likely to be of use to you. You may also wish to consider whether there are aspects of people’s lives which cause the balance of importance of ‘social life’ and ‘job’ to vary; it may be that the ‘answer’ to the title question is not the same for all categories of people.

9. Why do some people have more than one (paid) job?

The data file is of file type *.por. A relevant variable for your analyses is secjob. [To help yourself find this variable, use EDIT/OPTIONS to change the display in variable lists to names rather than labels]. Patterns and ideas relating to ‘part-time’ jobs in general may be of some relevance here. More specifically, you may wish to reflect upon the process leading to an individual having two (or more) jobs (e.g. Did they have one of the jobs first and then add another one?), and the extent to which multiple jobs are more or less likely to be held at different stages of people’s work/life-histories.
10. How important a factor is paid employment as a determinant of fathers’ levels of involvement with their babies?
N.B. You will need to read in the data using the syntax window no10setup.sps, so that the data are properly weighted (using weight2 - MCS Weight to use on whole UK analyses), and so that babies with no resident father (or ‘stepfather’) and a small number of unusual family situations are excluded. (Note that literature relating to non-resident fathers’ or lone fathers’ involvement with their children may nevertheless be of relevance as a source of ideas/point of comparison.) Distinguishing between ‘natural’ fathers and the resident partners of ‘natural’ mothers is likely to be appropriate. Examining the (relative) importance of paid employment may involve looking at the employment status, occupations/occupational classes, working hours, etc. of both parents, as well as other important attitudinal or situational factors. Cramér’s V is likely to be of use to you.
11. Is taking part in sports and physical activities as strongly linked to social class as taking part in other forms of leisure activity is?
N.B. You need to use DATA/WEIGHT CASES at the start of each session to select the variable wtpq_ug (Weight – ungrossed) as a weight before carrying out any analyses. Relevant variables include those starting with Q29 to Q31/Q31C and the NS Socio-economic Classification (NSSEC) variable (in its various levels of aggregation). You may need to differentiate between different types of sports and/or leisure activities, and your ‘answer’ to the above title may not be one which is consistent across different sub-groups of the population (e.g. men and women, people of different ages, etc.) Might also ‘class’ be of less relevance than other, related concepts? (e.g. education). Cramér’s V is likely to be of use to you.
12. To what extent do parents’ qualification levels explain younger teenagers’ (#) expectations of entering higher education?

N.B. You need to use DATA/WEIGHT CASES at the start of each session to select the variable Designweight) as a weight before carrying out any analyses. As well as looking at (both) parents’ educations separately you should consider examining their impact in combination. You will need to consider other socio-economic, attitudinal or contextual factors that provide alternative explanations of the teenagers’ expectations or which may be the mechanism for any effect of parental education. Cramér’s V is likely to be of use to you. (Note that the dataset allows one to look at an individual’s self-perceived likelihood of applying to University and also their self-perceived likelihood of ‘getting in’ if they apply.) 
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Some comments about searching for literature: Finding literature - what you need & how you might find it.
A thorough literature review of the area into which your project title/topic falls is unnecessary, since the primary focus of the projects (in terms of learning outcomes) is upon the data analysis side of things rather than on coverage of the substantive topic. However, the links between your data analyses and the substantive topic are of more relevance to the project viewed as a learning exercise (and form of assessment), hence finding and using relevant literature can (among other things) be a good way of helping shape (and perhaps justify) your choice of analyses, and also of producing relevant and substantively/ conceptually productive interpretations of your findings.

Literature on the broad themes of your project can be located in a number of ways, for example by using a keyword search of the Library catalogue to identify a general text or texts in the area(s) and then browsing within the relevant classmark. It may also be possible for you to access reading lists for a module or modules focusing on relevant themes; if there is not something relevant at Warwick you could try a keyword search using Google (including the phrase “reading list”!) To find journal articles specific to your title you might try keyword searches of the Social Science Citation Index (SSCI) via the Web of Knowledge/Web of Science (http://wok.mimas.ac.uk/), which can be accessed using your ATHENS username (basically your University login name; see the following University web page for more details: http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/services/its/servicessupport/accounts/athens/registration/)
Web of Science SSCI searches are also a useful way of finding later pieces of work that cite key references. You may also find that a keyword search using Google locates items of ‘work in progress’ such as draft papers/working papers, which these days academic authors frequently make available online.
Note that there is material on Finding Resources using the Library in the Department’s Professional Skills Programme manual (pp. 11-23), which is available online at: http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/sociology/undergrad/current/handbooks/ 
There is also a short section on using the Library (covering, for example, how to access the Web of Knowledge via Encore) within the Department’s Undergraduate Handbook, available at the same address as above.
