University of Warwick, Department of Sociology, 2012/13

SO201: SSAASS/Surveys and Statistics (Richard Lampard)

Draft structure for the module’s Summer Examination paper
You will be asked to answer THREE questions in the 2-hour examination, ONE question selected from each of THREE out of the FOUR sections.

Section A

1. 
Question on multi-way cross-tabulation, focusing on use of chi-square, Cramér’s V and/or odds ratios, and the choice of an appropriate log-linear model. [Based on an example cross-tabulation constructed from genuine survey results]. (Relates to Weeks 1 to 2 and 9).

Section B

2.
Interpretation and critique of linear regression results. [Based on results extracted from a published journal article]. (Relates to Weeks 4 to 6 and 12).

3.
Interpretation and critique of logistic regression results. [Based on results extracted from a published journal article]. (Relates to Weeks 7 to 8 and 12).

4.
Interpretation and critique of three-way Analysis of Variance (ANOVA) results. [Based on results extracted from a published journal article]. (Relates to Weeks 12 and 14 to 15). [I am least sure about this question, and may examine this topic in some other way!]

Section C

5.
Essay on the use of secondary analysis as applied to existing survey data. [In relation to a particular substantive topic, of your choice]. (Relates to Weeks 3 and 10).

6.
Essay on the operationalisation of concepts, including index construction. [In relation to a particular substantive topic, of your choice, but with the taught sessions providing a topic which is the ‘line of least resistance’]. (Relates to Weeks 11 and 13).

Section D

7.
Discussion of the nature and use of survival analysis techniques. [As applied in a particular substantive area, probably relationship formation and/or dissolution, and with reference to a published article or articles, read in preparation for the examination]. (Relates to Weeks 12 and 17).

8.
Discussion of the construction and use of measures of inequality. [As applied in a particular substantive area, probably class inequalities in educational attainment, and with reference to a published article or articles, read in preparation for the examination]. (Relates to Weeks 12 and 18).

9.
Discussion of the use of clustering and/or scaling techniques. [As applied in a particular substantive area, yet to be determined, and with reference to a published article or articles, read in preparation for the examination]. (Relates to Weeks 12 and 19).
