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Class Essay List  (Part I)
Class essays should be approximately 1,500 words in length. Viewed as a source of material for examination essays, there is little point in class essays exceeding 2,000 words (though there is, of course, a lot to be said in favour of having a broad knowledge of a particular topic!)

The first class essay should be submitted to the module tutor by the beginning (i.e. first seminar) of Term 2. Depending on the proximity of the topic chosen to the end of term, earlier submission may be sensible, and is perfectly acceptable, so you may decide to submit the essay during the last few weeks of Term 1, or during the vacation.
1. Are either McKeown’s or Szreter’s explanations of the decline in mortality in Britain wholly convincing?

2. Evaluate the relative importance of the various possible determinants of the fertility decline in Britain during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.

3. Discuss the relationships between economic change, nuptiality and fertility in Britain between the seventeenth and mid-twentieth centuries.

4. Have cohabitation and remaining single become genuine alternatives to marriage in contemporary Britain?

5. Is it necessarily reasonable to assume that heterogamy increases the risk of marital dissolution?

6. To what extent do women in contemporary Britain have the freedom to choose how many children to have and when to have them?

7. “The first step towards reducing the frequency of teenage pregnancy in contemporary Britain is to understand it rather than to problematise it”. Discuss.

8. “Accounts of changes in marriage and the family in post-war Britain are as much a function of the changing perspectives of commentators as of changes in the institutions themselves”. Discuss. [“Post-war” = After 1945].
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Class Essay List (Part II)
The second class essay is due in by the end of the Spring Term (Term 2), although submitting it before then is perfectly acceptable; the deadline for submission of essays on the last few topics covered in Term 2 is negotiable. (Students who are taking the module fully examined, i.e. by a 3-hour examination, may wish to write a third class essay, and to submit their second class essay correspondingly sooner). Note that the second class essay can be selected from either Part I or Part II of the list.
1. Do the growth and development of interventions such as marriage guidance, marital therapy and divorce mediation reflect a ‘medicalisation’ of marriage?

2. “Divorces are as much products of socio-economic and historical contexts as they are products of couples’ problems and individuals’ characteristics”. Discuss.

3. Is the “world of the formerly married” a pleasant world in which to live?

4. Are stepfamilies really that different to other forms of family?

5. Is a ‘typical’ internal migrant within contemporary Britain someone “getting on their bike and looking for work” [i.e. someone seeking paid employment]?

6. Is ‘demographic transition theory’ a useful model for looking at changing mortality and fertility patterns in less-developed countries?

7. Do the goals of national population policies always justify the forms that they take?

8. Evaluate, with particular reference to suicide and lung cancer, the potential for reducing mortality in contemporary Britain.

9. Why is the ageing population viewed as such a challenge to policy-makers in contemporary Britain and other advanced industrial societies?

