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Please follow this workbook at a PC and do not try to read the details on the screen shots! They are there only to show you roughly what the screens look like, where to enter text or click.
1. Library links to sources

This workbook introduces sources of UK, EU and other economic and social data. You will find help in locating statistical data available at Warwick via three Subject links on the Main Library website. 
Action: Navigate to the Library website from Insite and click on the picture link to the Main Library, or open the URL http://go.warwick.ac.uk/library/main 

Select Resources from the Home page, then from the Subjects drop-down menu you can browse three sections - Business, Economics and Statistical Data. 
Select Statistical Data from this menu:
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Notice the links to Key Electronic Resources, Print Collections, and Useful Websites. Many of the Useful Websites are in fact Key Resources, they are simply available free of charge – do not be put off by the apparent difference! You will find contact details for the Statistical Data Librarian also. 
Action: Select the link to Key Electronic Resources, from the navigation bar on the left or the link in the centre of the page:
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Browse around the databases provided; we will look at OECD i-Library later on. 

Action:  select Useful Websites for Statistical Data from the links on the left of the page.
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Action: Select UK Statistics, then select National Statistics. (The website of the Office for National Statistics – official data from the UK.)
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2. UK online data – National Statistics www.statistics.gov.uk/ 
This website provides links to the Office for National Statistics and also the UK Statistics Authority .
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Most of the data on the ONS site is current rather than historical, and the Home page is set up for members of the public to browse. However, there are time series available too. Take time to explore the options. 
2. (a) Browsing for data. 
Action:  select the link to Office for National Statistics, at top right:
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Action:  select Browse by theme:
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You will see a list of links to data by theme, e.g. Labour market. Explore the available data on a topic which interests you.
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Data Sets and Reference tables

Select Data (near the top left)
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Enter terms in the search box, e.g long-term unemployment women; and Search:
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Select any title link to view a table:
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Note options to filter results by Theme. You can download the data in a variety of formats
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3. International data online
3 (a) OECD i-Library
This is a user-friendly database which provides the only full text access online to many OECD reports, annuals and periodicals, as well as data sets. (The official OECD web site is also useful to browse – www.oecd.org – but not all publications are provided there free of charge.) It is well worth using OECD i-Library if you are looking for OECD publications or data – not every report is individually linked to the Library catalogue.
Action: Return to the Library Home page, select Resources, and Statistical Data, as before. (See page 2.). 
Select Key Electronic Resources for Statistical Data

On the next page, select  Key Electronic Resources for Statistical Data (again):
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Select OECD i-Library from the list:
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Login as directed using your Warwick username and password. Take some time to browse the site – it is useful for current awareness. 

The links along the top of the page give you access to books, papers (i.e. working papers), reference works and statistics published by OECD.
Action: Select Statistics:
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You can select ready-made tables to download, under “Key tables”. It is also possible to use an advanced search function to select more specific material.
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Action: select “Advanced search”, near the top left of the screen.

Enter the stem unemploy* in the 1st text box, and set the menu to Title and Abstract
Enter a country name in the second box, set to Title and Abstract – e.g. Germany
Click on the blue chevron:
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When you have searched, select the link to any of the results, to see an abstract. 
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You may open a specific chapter of a report, or an entire publication, in pdf format.
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 You may occasionally find details of publications to which we do not subscribe, marked  [image: image20.wmf] (approximately!). Contact Helen Riley if in doubt. However, we do subscribe to most of the content, marked by a happy smiley.
OECD i-Library also provides pdf versions of reports and periodicals – if you are interested, select the OECD logo at top left to return to Home, try out the Books and Periodicals tabs and do some searching. 
To download specific data, return to the Statistics link at the top of the page, and select Main Economic Indicators, from the left-hand list of Databases:
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Action: select the pink link to Data according to your topic – Key short-term  indicators will provide a good general mix of data on a range of countries:
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You will find a table for one of the indicators, and links to others appear to the left:
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Finding OECD publications at Warwick
There should be entries in the Library catalogue for the annual and serial publications available on OECD i-Library, but the one-off publications are only accessible if you search OECD i-Library itself. It is therefore strongly recommended that you use the database if you are interested in finding OECD publications and data.
Action: return to the OECD i-Library Home page and select log out when you wish to exit the database, and return to the Library Statistics web page.
3 (b) ESDS International
N.B. To access data on ESDS you need to register first, which you do online. It should only take 24 hours, but in the meantime you can browse the web site to get an idea of what it covers. 

There are four databases contained within ESDS:
· ESDS Government - large-scale government surveys 

· ESDS International - multi-nation aggregate databanks (available to users at institutes of UK higher or further education only) and survey data (available to UK users only) 

· ESDS Longitudinal - major UK surveys following individuals over time 

· ESDS Qualidata - a range of multimedia qualitative data sources 
This workbook will concentrate on ESDS International, which also includes time series for the UK. 
Action:  Access ESDS via the links from the Library Home page as before, to Statistical Data, then select Key Electronic Resources. 
Select Economic and Social Data Service (ESDS):  [image: image24.png]o ofi-campus access
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If you have not yet registered, select the link for Register here under First Time here and follow the instructions. (You may need to scroll down to find this):
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There is useful online help, and detailed information on all features of the database, including ESDS Guides which you can download. Certain datasets require individual registration - you may be prompted to do this as you proceed. 

Once your registration has been confirmed by e-mail, you can do some practice on ESDS. (This usually takes 24 hours.) 

After this, you will be able to access and download a wide range of data, and create tables with your own choice of variables. 

Action: Select Login, at top right; and then click on Login via UK Federation:
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At the next screen type in ‘Warwick’ and choose University of Warwick from the drop-down list.
Alternatively, once you have used ESDS a few times, University of Warwick may be displayed as a direct link:
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Action: Enter your Warwick username and password when prompted. 
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Click on the purple ESDS logo on the right to return to the home page.

Action: select  Access and support, from the bar near the top of the page:
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Dataset guides are available via the right hand links.
[image: image31.png]& print friendly page

Access and support

ESDS provides support to users of its services and has a dedicated Help desk which can answer questions
about: Research
methods guides

* sccessing data
« the registration process
+ data related issues

Dataset guides

Each ESDS service also provides specialist web pages, support and help desks for particular data
collections:

Fn ESDS Government - large-scale government surveys, such as the Labour Force Survey o

e
and the General Househald Survey B





Action: select the link in the centre, to ESDS International.
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Action: Select the Data tab: 
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Scroll down to view all the macro datasets. Select any dataset – e.g. World Bank World Development Indicators (at the end of the list):
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View the information about this data set, then select the final link to Access World Bank data…
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You may see a message about “Shibboleth” (or off-campus) access, then the dataset options will appear.
Action: select World Development Indicators:
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The Help tab will provide detailed instructions on how to produce a table of data according to your choice.  
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You need to select the following variables:  
· Regions or countries – tick the boxes as required, e.g. high-income countries 
· Click on Select items to view near the top left; hover the cursor over the symbols to find this – 
· [image: image38.png]Item sele
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· Select Series
· Tick some variables, e.g. for unemployment, by various categories, and urban population

· As before click Select items to view, then Year e.g. 1964, 1974, 1984 and so on
· Click “Show table”, at top left:
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To see all the data you have selected, click and drag Country/group down to the bar labelled Year; there are various display options. The online guide will help you with this!
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Note the options to download or print data -

[image: image41.png]



Remember -  
· Sometimes gaps may appear in an international dataset because countries did not collect certain data, or they preferred not to provide it.

· To view and download data, you need to follow the steps to build up a table to your own specifications, set out in the ESDS workbook. Once you have mastered the techniques, this is a very flexible service. 

· ESDS is a free academic service, hosting data from various international organisations, the UK official data also available on the National Statistics site, and the results of UK academic social surveys.
· You may like to look at the data found within ESDS Government, ESDS Longitudinal and ESDS Qualidata – all recommended, depending on your subject area

· There are interesting specialised surveys – e.g. Welsh historical statistics – housing; or Family life of old people, 1965 to 1955. 
· Staff at the ESDS help desk are very helpful, if I am not available!

4. Eurostat – official EU statistics
Eurostat is the official statistical database of the European Commission. To access it follow the links from the Library home page to Resources, Statistical Data (see page 2), and finally Useful Websites for Statistical Data.

Select European Statistics. 
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Select Eurostat:
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Alternatively, you could use Google or use the Eurostat URL - 
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/eurostat/home 
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Like the UK National Statistics site, Eurostat is partly intended for browsing by topic. Take some time to explore a theme which interests you. 
Action: Select the Statistics tab : (this allows you to browse by theme)
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Action: Select Population, towards the right, below the heading “Population and social conditions:
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Explore the links on the left, to data and publications about demography, international migration and asylum, population projections and Census.

Action: select International migration and asylum:
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When you have explored this, you may like to return to the Statistics page and select another topic, e.g. External trade

Eurostat is intended for browsing. Searching for specific topics is also possible, via the top right link on the Home page. The search results can be rather broad.
Data in the longer time series is typically available for the last 10 years and as yet there is no commitment to archive data online on Eurostat. The Library has CD-ROMs which may be used to provide a snapshot of data going back in time. Please contact the Statistical Data Librarian if you wish to obtain older EU data.

5. Useful free websites for statistical data.

From the Library website for useful Websites for Statistical Data, the following international sources are especially recommended:
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ASEAN – trade and macroeconomic data for South-East Asian countries

Demographic health surveys – health data for developing countries, provided by Measure DHS

FAO (Food and Agriculture Organization) website – food and agriculture data worldwide

UNESCO Institute for Statistics – educational data worldwide

WHO (World Health Organization) – health data worldwide
See also the UN links to the websites of various countries’ statistical institutes from the Library recommended websites for other countries – 
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This list is provided on the UN Statistics Division website.
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6. Printed statistics

Printed statistical serials are held on Floor 4 of the Library and most may be located using the online catalogue. There is a guide to finding printed statistics, available on the Library website via the link to Help, and then Guides, and also printed copies in the display stand in the Floor 4 lift lobby – please help yourself to one of these. 
The Library takes major UK official statistical series in print, and sometimes the printed version is easier to browse. Some useful series for Social Scientists include:
The annual abstract of statistics, 41 A

Regional trends, 41 A

Social trends, 41 J
Statistics of education 41 JE
You will also find selected material, official and otherwise, for other countries, including the Statistical abstract of the United States (72 A). 
Material is arranged by country, each country having a numerical code, with letters to subdivide the material by subject.
Historical statistics are held in the External Store, available on request within one or two working days. This material is in process of being recorded – I can advise you on what is available. I hope this workbook will assist you to find statistics more easily; please do contact me if you need other information.
Helen Riley, Statistical Data Librarian 

helen.riley@warwick.ac.uk
You are very welcome to e-mail me to place an enquiry or make an appointment, or to ask for me at the Floor 1 help desk if you are in the building. You may also telephone me on 024 7657 2712. The team office is on Floor 3.
Helen Riley.

5.10.2011
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