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Answers to Week 1 Warm-up questions

(N.B. ALL THE ANSWERS TO THE QUESTIONS CAN BE OBTAINED FROM OPCS (ONS) AND WORLD BANK PUBLICATIONS ON THE 4TH FLOOR OF THE LIBRARY.)

1. (i) 61%
(ii) 16%
(iii) 15%
(iv) 56%

Comments: Most marriages in England and Wales in 1993 were first marriages for both partners, though the proportion of remarriages is clearly sizeable. Note that some of the ‘first’ marriages will have involved ex-cohabitees who had never been legally married. Only about one woman in six marrying for the first time was over 30; this proportion was no doubt higher in higher education-dominated ‘social circles’! Nearly four times as high a proportion of divorced brides as of spinster brides married divorced men; this partly reflects the age distributions of single and divorced people and a tendency for people to marry people of a similar age to themselves, but cannot be explained entirely in this way...

2. 
(i)   1920 cohort:   1.38 children   1940:   2.00 
1960: 1.42


(ii)  1920 cohort:   21% 
      1940:   11%
1950: 14%


(iii) 1930 cohort:   16% 
      1950:   26%
1970: 17%

Comments: All three parts of this question demonstrate that ‘trends’ can change direction over relatively short periods of time. The 1920 cohort may have been affected by the Second World War, both in terms of their smaller numbers of children (by age 30) and in terms of their higher likelihood of not having given birth to a (liveborn) child by the age of 40. The 1940 cohort was having children during a ‘baby boom’ period, which peaked in the early 1960s. Members of the 1950 cohort were in their ‘teens’ in the late 1960s; perhaps what is crucial in terms of their greater likelihood of giving birth before age 20 is the rate of teenage marriage during this period, though one should also at least consider explanations such as contraceptive availability (and efficacy) and the social norms of the period. 

3.
Total Fertility Rates: 
     Egypt: 3.5 children per woman    UK: 1.8
     Germany: 1.2


Under 5 Mortality rates:  Egypt: 76 per thousand
           UK: 8 
     Germany: 7

Comments: Egypt shows the typically higher fertility and mortality rates of a (relatively) less-developed country. Germany’s low fertility rate may perhaps reflect the inclusion of East Germany (as was), since periods of economic and social disruption sometimes result in reductions in fertility. (One would need to check that the rate corresponded to post-reunification Germany, and perhaps have a look at the pre-reunification rate in West Germany).

4. (i) 10% (ii) 5.5% from inside and 4.5% from outside (iii) 7%, 5% and 2%

Comments: Comparing the two areas it can be seen that the Kenilworth/Warwick/Leamington area is subject to a higher level of in-migration. Could this relate to students? Certainly one might expect Nuneaton/Bedworth to be less affected by student migration, but the latter area is also different from the former in other (e.g. socio-economic) respects. The second area’s balance of internal changes of address and in-migration is perhaps more typical of a well-known phenomenon: most ‘migration’ takes place over relatively short distances.

