University of Warwick, Department of Sociology, 2011/12
SO 326: POPULATION AND SOCIAL CHANGE (Richard Lampard) 

Library task

The following task should be carried out before the Week 2 Monday seminar, since we will  reflect on it at that point. The aims of the task are to acquaint you with a relevant section of the Library, to give you some experience of the nature and format of some published demographic data, and to get you thinking about some demographic issues. (It is also worth noting that an increasingly high proportion of such material can be accessed online via websites such as http://www.statistics.gov.uk/, although the latter website is currently a bit of a mess – broken links, etc. – as a consequence of some rather destructive restructuring...)

(i) Find out the ethnic composition in 1991 of two areas of your choice in England & Wales (1991 Census, bright green, 41/H, Library 4th Floor). Notes: There is, for example, a relevant table early in each County Report (Series CEN 91 CR). Census 2001 material is also available online via: http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/guide-method/census/census-2001/index.html.
(ii) Find out from a recent Marriage, Divorce and Adoption Statistics report something interesting about contemporary marriage (or divorce) in England and Wales (Marriage, Divorce and Adoption Statistics (Series FM2), orange-yellow (later white, then blue-and-white), 41/H, Library 4th Floor). Online (under theme “Population” and topic “Marriages, Cohabitations, Civil Partnerships and Divorces”) via: http://www.statistics.gov.uk/hub/population/families/marriages--cohabitations--civil-partnerships-and-divorces/index.html.

(iii) Find out from a recent General Household Survey report something interesting about contraceptive usage in England and Wales (General Household Survey, bright yellow reports {then orange with a black or orange spine and entitled Living in Britain; more recently blue-and-white and entitled General Household Survey Results for 200x}, 41/J, Library 4th Floor). 
Online (under theme “Population” and topic “Households”) via: 
http://www.statistics.gov.uk/hub/people-places/housing-and-households/households/index.html. 
Notes: Contraceptive data are not collected by the GHS every year (so try 2002 or earlier); renamed the General Lifestyle Survey for the 2008 survey.
(iv) Find out something about recent mortality and fertility patterns in a country that interests you (Demographic Yearbook published by the United Nations [or Social Indicators of Development (up to 1996)/World Development Indicators (from 1997) published by the World Bank], INT H [INT J], Library 4th Floor. [World Development Indicators is now available electronically via the Library; see their E-Resources A to Z of databases webpage]. 
(v) Have a look at (i.e. ‘skim through’) a recent article in Population Trends. What data source is used and how are the data displayed? (Population Trends, bright orange {more recently orange and grey or black, then green and blue, and now just green}, 41/H, Library 4th Floor). Online (under theme “Population” and topic “Population Estimates”) via: http://www.statistics.gov.uk/hub/population/population-change/population-estimates/index.html.

Questions that you might reflect upon while you carry out the task and afterwards
· Does something that you have found out surprised you? If so, why does the reality differ from your expectations? 

· Can you provide explanations of the demographic patterns that you have discovered? What kinds of explanations are they? (i.e. economic, cultural, legal, etc.)

· Do you have any thoughts about the relevance/quality/presentation/etc. of the data that you have looked at? Are there any obvious limitations?

· Were any aspects of the data difficult to grasp, or were there any questions left unanswered about the ways in which the data had been collected/processed?

· Did you discover any sources of interesting information of which you were previously unaware?

