University of Warwick, Department of Sociology, 2011/12
SO 326: POPULATION AND SOCIAL CHANGE (Richard Lampard)

Questions for Week 13 seminar on ‘Marital’ Dissolution (Separation and Divorce)

1. What factors/types of factor have been identified as playing a significant role in marital breakdown/dissolution?

2. How useful to an understanding of marital dissolution are: (i) personal accounts of separation and divorce? (ii) findings relating to the (micro-level) correlates of marital dissolution? (iii) information relating to (macro-level) historical changes?

3. How important a role do the dynamics of couple relationships play in the context of marital dissolution, relative to other factors such as external forces, socio-economic factors, partners’ individual characteristics, etc.?

4. To what extent are changes in marriage partners’ lives and views an important factor in relation to marital dissolution?

5. To what extent can we, or should we attempt to, disentangle the different factors leading to marital dissolution?

Readings:  Please try to read before the seminar (at least) the item marked with an * in the list below or, failing that, one of the other items on the list. 

Brannen, J. and Collard, J. 1982. Marriages in Trouble: The Process of Seeking Help. London: Tavistock. [Chapter 4: esp. 50-61]. [1C]
Thornes, B. and Collard, J. 1979. Who Divorces? London: Routledge and Kegan Paul. [Chapter 5: 71-80]. [1C]
Stone, L. 1990. Road to Divorce: England 1530-1987. Oxford: Oxford University Press. [Chapter 13: 401-422 only]. [3]
Hart, N. 1976. When Marriage Ends: A Study in Status Passage. London: Tavistock. [Chapter 4: esp. 80-101]. [1C]
Davis, G. and Murch, M. 1988. Grounds for Divorce. Oxford: Clarendon Press. [Chapter 3: esp. 38-47]. [2C]
Murphy, M.J. 1985. ‘Demographic and Socio-economic Influences on Recent British Marital Breakdown Patterns’, Population Studies 39: 441-460. [Somewhat technical: concentrate on the findings and ideas]. [J]
Phillips, R. 1988. Putting Asunder: A History of Divorce in Western Society. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. [Chapter 14: 582-590 & 618-634]. [1C]
Burgoyne, J. and Clark, D. 1984. Making a Go of It: A Study of Stepfamilies in Sheffield. London: Routledge and Kegan Paul. [Chapter 3: esp. 70-75]. [1C]
[Number] = Number of hard copies of item in Library; C = Online ‘Course Extract’; J = Journal available online].
Notes: In Thornes and Collard, a group of ‘continuing marriages’ is labelled CM and a group of marriages which have ended in divorce is labelled D. Some of the above readings were written a considerable number of years ago, and you should perhaps reflect on how pertinent their findings are to current British society.

For some more recent discussions and/or statistical analyses of marital dissolution in contemporary Britain see:

Kiernan, K. and Mueller, G. 1999. ‘Who Divorces?’ In McRae, S. (ed.) Changing Britain: Families and Households in the 1990s. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Chan, T.W. and Halpin, B. 2003. ‘Union Dissolution in the United Kingdom’, International Journal of Sociology 32.4: 76-93.
or the following items on the module reading list:

Simons (1999), Berrington and Diamond (1999: relates to the impact of cohabitation), Kiernan and Cherlin (1999: relates to the impact of parental divorce) 
