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Questions for Week 15 Seminar on Stepfamilies
(i) To what extent do stepfamilies vary as a consequence of the life-histories of the couples within them? (Burgoyne and Clark, 1984).

(ii) How important are communication and disruption within the process of family change that culminates in stepfamilies? (Gorell Barnes et al., 1998)

(iii) To what extent are the situations and experiences of stepfamilies (a) shared, (b) diverse, and (c) dynamic? (Robinson, 1991).

(iv) Are stepmothers wicked? (Hughes, 1991).

(v) And what about stepfathers? (Burgoyne and Clark, 1982).

(vi) To what extent do myths about stepfamilies cause the problems experienced by stepfamilies? (Robinson and Smith, 1993).

(vii) Is there a stepfamily stereotype, and, if so, what is it? (Coleman and Ganong, 1987).

(viii) How close to reality are the myths and stereotypes relating to stepfamilies?

Readings: Please try to read (at least) the item below marked with an *, or, failing that, one of the other items:

Burgoyne, J. and Clark, D. 1984. Making a Go of It? A Study of Stepfamilies in Sheffield. London: Routledge and Kegan Paul. {Chapter 3 ‘The private troubles of the remarried’: esp. pp79-100}. [1C]
Gorell Barnes, G., Thompson, P., Daniel, G. and Burchardt, N. 1998. Growing Up in Stepfamilies. Oxford: Clarendon Press.  {Chapter 3 ‘Communication, Roles, Order and Disorder: From First Family to Stepfamily’: pp50-87}. [2C]
Robinson, M. 1991. Family Transformation through Divorce and Remarriage: A Systemic Approach. London: Routledge. {Chapter 6 ‘Becoming a stepfamily: Starting out’: pp112-137}. [2C]
Hughes, C. 1991. Stepparents: Wicked or Wonderful? Aldershot: Avebury. {Chapter 3: ‘Wicked stepmothers: the myth examined’: pp50-71}. [1C]
Burgoyne, J. and Clark, D. 1982. ‘From father to step-father’. In McKee, L. and O’Brien, M. (eds) The Father Figure. London: Tavistock. {Chapter 13: pp196-207}. [1C]
Robinson, M. and Smith, D. 1993. Step-by-Step: Focus on Stepfamilies. London: Harvester Wheatsheaf. {Chapter 4 ‘Myths and Realities’: pp76-100}. [2C]
Coleman, M. and Ganong, L. 1987. ‘The Cultural Stereotyping of Stepfamilies’. In Pasley, K. and Ihinger-Tallman, M. (eds) Remarriage and Step-parenting: Current Research and Theory. London: Guilford Press. {Chapter 2: pp19-41}. [1C]
[Number = Number of hard copies of item in Library; C = Online ‘Course Extract’].
See also Collins (1991: chapter in Hardey and Crow’s edited book), and other chapters in Burgoyne and Clark, Gorell Barnes et al., Hughes, Robinson and Smith, etc. More recently, a broadly-focused book on stepfamilies has become available, including as an e-book!: Allan, G., Crow, G. and Hawker, S. 2011. Stepfamilies. Basingstoke: Palgrave.
