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SO 326: POPULATION AND SOCIAL CHANGE (Richard Lampard)

Questions for Week 18 seminar on Mortality and Fertility in Less-Developed Countries
1(a). 
What factors lead to mortality rates in less-developed countries being higher than the rates in developed countries?

1(b). 
What are the most appropriate approaches to reducing mortality in less-developed countries?

1(c). 
Will the gap between less-developed and developed countries disappear?

2 (a). 
What is the relative importance of the different factors that are of potential significance in the context of fertility decline in less-developed countries?

2 (b). 
Are the fertility declines in contemporary less-developed countries homogeneous? If not, why not?

3 (a). 
Are the mortality and fertility declines in contemporary less-developed countries similar to historical fertility declines in Europe?

3 (b). 
How useful is the idea of the ‘demographic transition’ to the examination of contemporary (i.e. post-war) mortality and fertility in less-developed countries?

For the seminar, please look at both the mortality fertility reading marked with an * and the fertility reading marked with an *.
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