University of Warwick, Department of Sociology, 2011/12
SO 326: POPULATION AND SOCIAL CHANGE (Richard Lampard)

Questions for Week 7 seminar on if, why and when people marry (or cohabit)
1. Why do people marry/not marry? (Gittins; Mansfield and Collard; Gordon; Kiernan)

2. Why do people marry when (i.e. at the age at which) they do? (Kiernan and Eldridge; Mansfield and Collard; Oppenheimer)

3. Why do people cohabit? (Manting; Prinz; McRae; Rindfuss and Vandenheuvel)

4. How similar is cohabitation to (i) staying/being single, and (ii) getting/being married?

5. Does cohabitation mean the same now as it did in the past?

6. Does being single mean the same now as it did in the past? (Reynolds et al.; Macvarish; Budgeon).
Please try to read, before the seminar, the chapter(s)/article(s) marked with an * and ** below:

1. Gittins, D. 1993. The Family in Question: Changing Households and Familiar Ideologies  (2nd edition). London: Macmillan. [Chapter 4]. [6P]
2. Mansfield, P. and Collard, J. 1988. The Beginning of the Rest of Your Life?: A Portrait of Newly-Wed Marriage. London: Macmillan. [Chapter 3]. [1C]
3. Oppenheimer, V. 1988. ‘A Theory of Marriage Timing’, American Journal of Sociology 94.3: 563-591. [This is rather technical, so ‘skim read’ it for the ideas that it contains]. [JP]
4. Gordon, T. 1994. ‘Single Women and Familism: Challenge from the Margins’, European Journal of Women’s Studies 1.2: 165-182. [J]
5. Manting, D. 1996. ‘The Changing Meaning of Cohabitation and Marriage’, European Sociological Review 12.1: 53-65. [J]
6. Prinz, C. 1995. Cohabiting, married or single: Portraying, analyzing and modeling new living arrangements in the changing societies of Europe. Aldershot: Avebury. [Chapter 3]. [1C]
7. McRae, S. 1993. Cohabiting Mothers. London: Policy Studies Institute. [Ch. 4]. [1C]
8. Kiernan, K. and Eldridge, S. 1987. ‘Age at marriage: inter and intra cohort variation’, British Journal of Sociology 38.1: 44-65. [J]
9. Kiernan, K. 1988. ‘Who Remains Celibate?’, Journal of Biosocial Science 20.3: 253-63. [C, not J!]
10. Rindfuss, R. and Vandenheuvel, A. 1990. ‘Cohabitation: A Precursor to Marriage or an Alternative to Being Single?’, Population and Development Review 16.4: 703-726. [J]
11. Reynolds, J., Wetherell, M., and Taylor, S. 2007. ‘Choice and chance: negotiating agency in narratives of singleness’, Sociological Review 5.2: 331-351. [J]
12. Macvarish, J. 2006. ‘What is ‘the Problem’ of Singleness?’, Sociological Research Online 11.3. [J]
13. Budgeon, S. 2008. ‘Couple Culture and the Production of Singleness’, Sexualities 11.3: 301-25. [J]
Changes relating to marital formation have occurred in the context of a wider set of changes sometimes labelled the Second Demographic Transition. So, if you want to put this week’s topic into a broader theoretical/demographic context, look at the early part of:
Lesthaeghe, R. 2010. ‘The Unfolding Story of the Second Demographic Transition’, Population and Development Review 36.2: 211-251. [J]
[Number] = Number of hard copies of item in Library; C = Online ‘Course Extract’; P = Library Photocopy; J = Journal available online].
