University of Warwick, Department of Sociology, 2012/13
SO 326: POPULATION AND SOCIAL CHANGE (Richard Lampard)

Week 11 Seminar discussion topic: ‘Marriage: Theories, Themes and Changes’

“In discussions of marriage and the family in post-war Britain there is an abundance of ‘theoretical’ perspectives. However, it is not so much that marriage and the family have changed as that they have been theorised about more and have become more of a public issue”.

[What we will do in the seminar is to:

(i) reflect upon the kind of ‘theoretical’ ideas about marriage and ‘the family’/families that commentators have put forward in recent years (and the way(s) in which they suggest that marriage and ‘the family’/families are {supposedly} changing), and 

(ii) reflect upon the extent to which these ideas tie in well with any ‘actual’ changes that have been occurring. 

Hopefully we will be able to generate a set of concepts, themes, issues and changes that can help inform our discussions of marriage and family-related topics in later seminars and in essays].

Illustrative seminar questions:

· Is it true that marriage/couple relationships/‘the family’ are not what they used to be?

· If it is true, how are they different from in the past?

· What evidence do we have that they are different from in the past?

Readings:

The seminar should be productive if everybody takes a quick look at (and makes some brief notes on) a few items from the module reading list which seem to have something interesting to say in relation to theories about (and changes in) marriage and ‘the family’ in contemporary Britain! The following selection of items may be of particular relevance; quotes from a couple of the following are attached to this sheet as a ‘starting point’. (Note that you each have a different set of quotes to most other people taking the module).

Clulow, C. (ed.) 1995. Women, Men and Marriage: Talks from the Tavistock Marital Studies Institute. London: Sheldon Press. [Especially Introduction and Chapter 12]. [1C]
Jamieson, L. 1997. Intimacy: Personal Relationships in Modern Societies. Cambridge: Polity. [Especially Chapter 2]. [2C]
Giddens, A. 1992. The Transformation of Intimacy: Sexuality, Love and Eroticism in Modern Societies. Cambridge: Polity. [Especially Chapter 4]. [6P]
Beck, U. and Beck-Gernsheim, E. 1995. The Normal Chaos of Love. Cambridge: Polity. [1C]
Bauman, Z. 2003. Liquid Love: On the Frailty of Human Bonds. Cambridge: Polity. [1C]
Cancian, F. 1987. Love in America: Gender and self-development. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. [Especially Chapter 3]. [2]
Clark, D. (ed.) 1991. Marriage, Domestic Life and Social Change. London: Routledge. [Part II: Chapter 3 by Finch and Morgan]. [2]
Smart, C. and Neale, B. 1998. Family Fragments? Cambridge: Polity. [Chapter 1]. [4]
Elliot, F.R. 1986. The Family: Change or Continuity? London: Macmillan. [1C]
Gittins, D. 1993. The Family in Question: Changing Households and Familiar Ideologies  (2nd edition). London: Macmillan. [Chapter 8]. [6]
Continued overleaf

Morgan, D.H.J. 1985. The Family, Politics and Social Theory. London: Routledge and Kegan Paul. [Especially Chapters 5 and 11]. [1C]
Popenoe, D. 1993. ‘American Family Decline, 1960-1990: A Review and Appraisal’, Journal of Marriage and the Family 55.3: 527-542. [J]
Wright, C. and Jagger, G. (eds) 1999. Changing Family Values: Difference, Diversity and the Decline of Male Order. London: Routledge. [Especially Chapters 1 and 9]. [3E]
McRae, S. (ed.) 1999. Changing Britain: Families and Households in the 1990s. Oxford: Oxford University Press. [2]
Lewis, J. 2001. The End of Marriage? Individualism and Intimate Relations. Cheltenham: Edward Elgar. [3]
Beck-Gernsheim, E. 2002. Reinventing the Family: In Search of New Lifestyles. Cambridge: Polity Press. [1]
Weeks, J., Heaphy, B. and Donovan, C. 2001. Same Sex Intimacies: Families of Choice and other Life Experiments. London: Routledge. [2]
Smart, C. 2007. Personal Life: New Directions in Sociological Thinking. Cambridge: Polity. [Especially Chapters 1 and 3]. [1C]
Roseneil, S. 2007. ‘Sutured Selves, Queer Connections: Intimacy at the Cutting Edge of Individualization’. In Howard, C. (ed.) Contested Individualization. Basingstoke: Palgrave. [1]

Charles, N., Davies, C.A. and Harris, C. 2008. Families in transition: Social change, family formation and kin relationships. Bristol: Policy Press. [Esp. Chapter 1]. [2]
Chambers, D. 2006. New Social Ties: Contemporary Connections in a Fragmented Society. Basingstoke: Palgrave. [Esp. Chapter 2]. [1]
Weeks, J. 2007. The World We Have Won: The Remaking of Erotic and Intimate Life. London: Routledge. [Esp. Chapters 3 and 5]. [1]
For material which is supportive of marriage and the family in some ‘traditional’ kind of form, see (e.g.) the work of Fletcher and of Popenoe, and also various items published by the IEA Health and Welfare Unit/Civitas (see reading list materialfor Weeks 10-13).

(Fairly) recent journal articles:

Jamieson, L. 1999. ‘Intimacy transformed? A critical look at the ‘pure relationship’’, Sociology 33.3: 477-494. [J]
Bulcroft, R., Bulcroft, K., Bradley, K. and Simpson, C. 2000. ‘The management and production of risk in romantic relationships: A postmodern paradox’, Journal of Family History 25.1: 63-92. [J]
Benjamin, O. 1998. ‘Therapeutic discourse, power and change: Emotion and negotiation in marital conversations’, Sociology 32.4: 771-793. [J]
Scott, J. 1997. ‘Changing Households in Britain: Do Families Still Matter?’, Sociological Review 45.4: 591-620. [J]
Smart, C. and Shipman, B. 2004. ‘Visions in monochrome: families, marriage and the individualization thesis’, British Journal of Sociology 55.4: 491-509. [J]
Roseneil, S. and Budgeon, S. 2004. ‘Cultures of intimacy and care beyond the family: personal life and social change in the early twenty-first century’, Current Sociology 52.2: 135-159. [J]
Jamieson, L., Morgan, D., Crow, G. and Allan, G. 2006. ‘Introduction [to a Special Section on Intimacy beyond the Family] Friends, Neighbours and Distant Partners: Extending or Decentring Relationships?’, Sociological Research Online 11.3. [J]
Gilding, M. 2010. ‘Reflexivity over and above convention: the new orthodoxy in the sociology of personal life, formerly sociology of the family’, British Journal of Sociology 61.4: 757-777. [J]

[Number] = Number of hard copies of item in Library; C = Online ‘Course Extract’; P = Library Photocopy; J = Journal available online; E = online ‘e-book’].
