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SO 326: POPULATION AND SOCIAL CHANGE (Richard Lampard)

Questions for Week 12 seminar: 

Contemporary Marriage: Ideologies, Problems and Interventions

1. To what extent do the growth of marital therapy and marriage guidance constitute a ‘medicalisation’ of marriage? (Morgan 1985).

2. To what extent have changes in marriage/society been paralleled by changes in the development and organisation of marriage guidance? (Lewis et al. 1992).

3. What factors have led to the increased significance of various ‘technicians of human relations’? (Rodger 1996).

4. In what ways have changes in family law reflected: (i) changes in society, and (ii) the views of ‘experts’ and family-related ideology? (Smart 1997).

Please try to read (at least) the item below marked with an *, or, failing that, one of the other items:

Morgan, D.H.J. 1985. The Family, Politics and Social Theory. London: Routledge and Kegan Paul. [Chapter 2: ‘The medicalisation of marriage’]. [1C]
Lewis, J., Clark, D. and Morgan, D.H.J. 1992. “Whom God hath Joined Together”: the work of marriage guidance. London: Routledge. [Chapter 1: ‘Marriage and society: understanding an era of change’]. [2C]
Rodger, J. 1996. Family Life and Social Control: A Sociological Perspective. Basingstoke: Macmillan. [Chapter 3: ‘Marriage problems and the ‘technicians of human relations’’]. [1C]
Smart, C. 1997. ‘Wishful Thinking and Harmful Tinkering? Sociological Reflections on Family Policy’, Journal of Social Policy 26.3: 301-321. [J]
[Number = Number of hard copies of item in Library; C = Online ‘Course Extract’; J = Journal available online].
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