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(Richard Lampard)

Week 1: Warm-up questions

Please have a think about these questions and try to come up with some answers using ‘educated guesswork’! (There is no need for you to spend a lot of time on these questions, and there is also no need for you to attempt to answer them by looking the answers up.)

The aim of the questions is simply to get you thinking about some ‘demographic issues’;  a set of answers will be distributed at the lecture on the Monday of Week 2. Some of the questions implicitly encourage you to think about how things may have changed over the last couple of decades!
1. The following questions relate to marriages in England and Wales (in 1993):

(i) 
What proportion of all marriages were between bachelors and spinsters?

(ii) 
What proportion of spinster brides were aged 30 or over?

(iii) 
What proportion of spinster brides married divorced men?

(iv) 
What proportion of divorced brides married divorced men?

NB: ‘Spinster’ as used above, and in the official statistics of the time, is a ‘technical term’ (meaning never-married), although clearly one that carries cultural baggage along with it (as, perhaps, does the equivalent term for men: ‘bachelor’?)

2. (i) Consider women born in England and Wales in 1920, 1940 and 1960:


- Which ‘cohort’ of women had, on average, given birth the most times by age 30?


- How many more children had they had, on average, than the other two cohorts?

    (ii) Consider women born in England and Wales in 1920, 1940 and 1950:

· In which cohort had the smallest proportion not given birth to a (liveborn) child by

age 40?


- How much smaller was this proportion than the corresponding proportions in the 
other two cohorts?

    (iii) Consider women born in England and Wales in 1930, 1950 and 1970:


- In which cohort had the highest proportion given birth by the age of 20?


- How much bigger was this proportion than the corresponding proportions in the 
other two cohorts?

3. Consider three countries (in the early 1990s): Egypt, Germany and the UK:

(i) Which had the highest fertility rate?

(ii) Which had the highest mortality rate for children under five?

(iii) How big would you expect the difference to be: (a) between the fertility rates for Germany and the UK? (b) between the under-five mortality rates for Germany and the UK?

4. Consider the Kenilworth/Warwick/Leamington Spa area:

(i) What proportion of people living in this area in 1991 had a different address a year previously?

(ii) Did the majority of these people move within the area or move in from outside the area?

(iii) In what way might the answers to (i) and (ii) be expected to be different if we considered instead the Nuneaton and Bedworth area (to the north of Coventry)?
